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TRANSLATOR's 
TEE ACE 


HE Devir turn'd HERMIT has been 6 
well received in Holland, where it was fit 
publiſhed, that the Bookſeller there had very little 
trouble in compoſing the ſecond part. 1 8 of 
all ranks communicated to him the ſecret hiſtories 
of their acquaintance ; and theſe ſo well done, 
and the characters drawn in ſuch lively colours, 
that they required nothing more than a few ſen- 
tences of a regular connection, to make them as 
entertaining a Satire as any hitherto publiſhed. 

The Compiler has carefully executed his part; 
and the variety of ſtile in the x aq Aories is fo 
far from being diſagreeable, that I dare preſume 
it will give the reader a good deal more pleaſure 
an that very account, The countries where the 
different ſcenes are laid, are perhaps the moſt re- 
mote from the true theatre, on which they were 
originally acted; if we except the account 75 DON 
TH EODORE, and two or three more, Which the 
reader will eaſily obſerve. 1 

The defign of ſatirical romances is to inſtruct, 
by painting the vices and con of mankind ; and 
where it can be done without naming the per ſuns, 

it is ſo much the better,. as it anſwers the end, 
without indulging the * and vanity of ſome, 
or 
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| or the malice of others, who would be glad of an 
| opportunity of expoſing the criminals. 
| If the Author of this work has failed in his ac- 
| count of London, thro* ignorance of ſome parti- 
1 culars, he may be excuſed; as he has abundantly 

N recompenſed it, by @ diverting proſpect of the ri- 
diculous humours that prevail in the different 
ranks, At the ſame time, the reader may eaſily 
perceive, that ſome Engliſh characters and ad- 
ventures are artfully introduced in other coun- 
tries, diſguiſed under a few trifling circumſtances, 


contrryed on purpoſe, which have little or n re- 
lation to the main hiſtory. _ „ 
This may alſo ſerve to abate our anxiety, in 1 
endeauouring to fix on the particular per ſons whom | 8 
the Author places on Engliſh ground; ſince it 1s 1 
2 impoſſible for us to diſcover them, If we | 7 
find Engliſh characters in Holland, Italy, France, = 
Sc. there is no doubt but many of the adventures, 1 
which are ſaid to have happened here, may belong | ar 
to the Continent, A gr 
1 But leaving this, as a matter of very ſmall 1 
moment, I ſhall only add, that, in all countries, | thi 
and in all ages, and ſtations, we find the ſame | we 
1 paſſions, and the ſame effetts, tho there may be ot! 


fome ſmall difference in the manner and circum- 
| ftances, A true picture of avarice, tho* drawn 
From a Perlian or Chineſe, a picture of the 
rake, the cheat, the adulterer, the gameſter, &c. 
f well executed, muſt pleaſe an Engliſh reader, 
| | as it ſerves to give him a juſt notion of characters 
|| among whom he every day conver ſes, 
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PREFACE. 


T HE great run of the firſt volume of this 


1 work, the anſwer to it, and the number 
of private hiſtories ſent to the Bookſeller to be 
inſerted in the ſecond, make it appear that As- 
TAROTH was not deceived, in ſaying, That 
this book would have the common fate of 
works of this nature; that is to ſay, would 
amuſe ſome, tire others, and be damned by a 
great number, Such has been the fate of the 


ſirſt part, and ſuch, no daubt, will be that of 


the ſecond. No matter, if this volume ſells as 
well as the former, It is with books as with 
other merchandize, When a man buys, they 
are his own, and he may do with them what 
he thinks fit. For whe reaſon therefore, 
CouRTEoUs READER, when you have bought 
this volume, and paid for it, I hereby give you 
full power and authority, from that moment, to 
rail againſt it, and tear it in pieces, or put it 
to whatever uſe it ſhall pleaſe your HoxouR. 

= | | A5 


dt HO: 


by OSS ol 
* Wy 
es 4 


regard for, and am moſt obliged to; 


they 
theſe pieces are certainly the beſt in this col- 
lection, I ſhould be ſorry if any one thought me 


(vi) 


As I had no hand in the firſt volume, it does not 


belong to me to defend it againſt the numerous 


aſperſions of the learned critic, who thought it 
worth his while to anſwer it. At the ſame time I 
declzre I ſhall not defend this ſecond part, if 


there be found any one idle enough to publiſh 


his remarks upon it. I ſhould even willingly 
have ſet my name an the title-page of thi 
work, had I not been afraid of ſhocking my rea- 
ders ; eſpecially thoſe whom I have the greateſt 
Lean 

thoſe ee who may find here the pieces 
ent me, inſerted word for word. As 


impudent enough to claim any ſhare of the 
honour due to their pens, 5 
There are others, who may perhaps think 


N they have been ill uſed, in ſeeing their per- 
formances mangled and disfigured, or perhaps 


quite omitted: I own the charge, but can on] 

ſay in my defence, that the Bookſeller exerted 
his ſovereign authority over ME his poor hireling, 
and obliged me to put a maſk over ſome cha- 
racers, which nearly reſembled certain perſons 
in great power here, whom he dares not offend : 
And when the features were fo ſtrong, as to 


appear thro? the falſe colouring, rather than 


pay too dear for the publiſhing: of his work, 
wiſely eraſed the whole. 
For others of leſs note, 1 have naturalized 


them in other countries, clapt on them a dif- 


ferent dreſs, added or left out ſome leſs _ 
| g 


(vii 
rial parts of the ſtory, and hope I have ſucceed- 
ed ſo far, as to keep up the life, without telling 


the name of the perſon. 
After all, the perſons pointed at may pro- 


bably know their own pictures, or take the 


pictures to themſelves, which were originally 


_ deſigned for others. To ſuch I ſhall only give 


this advice to keep their own ſecret, and en- 
deavour to change the likeneſs by making a 
thorough repair on the original, Let them leave 
off the vices, and the picture will no more re- 
ſemble. 
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| How the Author paſſes his time during the 
t | abſence of the HERMIT. A ſurprizing 
1 | adventure happens to him. 

7 | 


be O W ever frequent the misfortunes of 

. life are, we find very few. bear them 
8 patiently, The ſudden departure of As- 
TAROTH was to me one of thoſe diſmal 

6. accidents, which deprive. the foul of all it's fa- 
B cultics, 
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culties, and even make it inſenſible of the great- 
neſs of its affliction. A man who continual! 

ſeeks the favours of fortune, and has ſpent all his 
life under her frowns, if a plealing dream pre- 
ſents to his imagination the accompliſhment 
of his moſt flattering defires, this man does not 
awake in greater confuſion, than I did on the 
loſs of my Friend. "Touched with a grateful 
ſenſe of his many favours, his being an inhabi- 
tant of Hell could not hinder my eſteeming 
him as a Guardian Angel, without whoſe 
protection I could no longer live, Like thoſe 
who become ſenſible of the virtues of their 
friends, by the loſs of them, as ſoon as I re- 
covered from my ſurprize, I reflected on his ad- 
mirable qualities. What ehriftian, ſaid I to 
myſelf (alluding to the good character of my 
faithful friend) could forget a treatment ſo 
barbarous as that with which I uſed AST A- 
ROTH? Forget it, that's nothing: many for- 
get injuries becauſe they ca not revenge them: 
but where is the man, that aſter receiving one 
injury, is generous enough to blot out the Re- 
membrance of it by repeated favours ? At the 
ſame time I never reflected on the villainies 
he committed to ſerve me. Why may not I 
have the common privelege of mankind, and 
judge of actions by my own opinion, and the 
advantage I reap from them ? This accident was 
the height of my misfortunes, and greater than 


all my paſt ſufferings. It is true, his ſudden 


change had a little ſurpriſed me, and I deliver- 
ed him from his chains, in the firm perſwaſi- 
on, 
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on, that I was doing a meritorious action to a 
holy venerable HER MIT. But after all, this 
ſyrpriſe had happy conſequences. ASTAROTH, 
grateful to the laſt degree, had done every thing 
for me, had introduced me. every where, and 
abundantly ſupplied me with all I wanted, What 
could be a more reaſonable cauſe of affliction, 
than the loſs of ſuch a companion? Nevertheleſs 
as the moſt intenſe grief 1s commonly of the 
ſhorteſt continuance, mine abated by degrees 
from very natural reflexions. dScrupulouſly nice 
to the promiſe J made him, never to ſuſpect his 
fidelity z the hopes that he would not fail me 
at a pinch, gave me courage; and I flattered 
myſelf that I ſhould ſoon have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him again; and this opinion reſtored my 
former good humour ſo much the ſooner, as J 
made no doubt of getting acquaintance in the 
country where I was, tho” an entire ſtranger, 
ſince I had plenty of ready money to lay out for 
that purpoſe, as I ad done elſe where. 
Flattered with this hope, I made a virtue of 
neceſſity; took lodgings at the beſt inn in town, 
and was not wanting in affected airs, or any 
thing elſe to make me paſs for a man of note, 
But what a difference did I find here from tle 
country which As r ARO T If made me quit? 
There, I no ſoener ſhowed a parcel of his majeſty's 
pictures in gold, but they crowded about me 
with the moſt humble offers of their ſervice; 
and when I put them to the trial, they made 
their words good, Here, every thing was the 
reverſe, A ſtiff formal air was all the merit of 
5 B 2 the 
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the people, among whom I now lived. My 
free genteel behaviour ſeemed burthenſome to 
them; altho* moſt of them underſtood perfectly 
ſeveral languages, which I ſpoke ; they affected 
to diſcourſe in their own, which I was quite ig- 
norant of. My ſurprize encieaſed, when my ſer- 
vant, who ſerved me as interpreter, told me, that 
this affectation did not ſo much proceed from 


the genius of the people, as from a contempt of 


my behaviour, ſo 5 oppoſite to theirs. 
That air of gallantry, which I had in it's perfec- 
tion, having learn'd it at the moſt polite court in 
Europe, far from being agreeable to them, made 
me paſs for a ſharper : they ſcarce looked at me, 
and if ever they were graciouſly pleaſed to give 
me an anſwer, it was Jes, or No; to let me 
ſee that they underſtood well enough what 1 
faid, but had no mind to converſe with a ftrange 


fellow like me. 


Such treatment made me ſoon reſolve on 
quitting ſo unſociable a place, All the difficulty 
was, whither I ſhould go to fix my abode”: not 
knowing enough of this country to make a 
right judgment, I reſolved to viſit all the 
towns in it. It was naw the fineſt ſeaſon of 
the year, when J ſet out with a guide, fit e- 


nough for his buſineſs, and for almoſt three 


months expected that AsTARoTH would 
make my journey agreeable. What vaſt aſſiſt- 
ance could he have given me in making m 


reflexions? Never did I ſee a country fo deſti- 


tute of every thing to make it babitable, and 
yet fo populous, The towns and villages al- 
molt 
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moſt touching one another, covered the whole 


country; the villages particularly ſurprized me, 


ſuch was their grandeur, and neatneſs; and 


the riches of the inhabitants ſurpaſſed all the 


accounts I had ever heard of them. I had 


travelled over almoſt the whole continent of 


Europe, and had found the Peaſants either 


abſolute ſlaves to their lords, or wretched ſub- 
jets labouring for the good of their country, 
without knowing the merit of their condition: 


Where I now was, the word had a different 


ſignification : the Peaſants were as free and in- 
dependent as the firſt ſubject of the Rate, ſet 
what price they pleaſed on their goods, and 


carried on manufactures without any danger 


of theſe impoſitions, which their rank is ex- 
po to among other nations, I envied theis 

ppineſs. Happy, cried I, thrice happy are 
the people who are governed by maſters, ſub- 


| ject to the laws they make, who look on theme» 


ſelves as fathers of their country, and employ 


their care for the intereſt and preſervation of 
thoſe who ſubmit willingly to the wiſdom of 
their government! Free from anxiety and a- 
larm, they fear no attacks of envy, or caprice: 
in a word, they peaceably taſte the fruits of that 


ſweet liberty, which was the delight of their 


anceſtors, and to acquire which they willingly 

laid down their lives. IO 
Such was my firſt reflexion on the happineſs 

of a people, who really poſleſs all that is ne- 


ceſſary to make mankind happy. Their cloaths, 


made after the faſhion of their forefathers, 
> B3 gave 
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gave 1 me a great opinion of their modeſty and 
integrity: but I ſoon perceived, that under a 
plain outſide, they concealed an inexhauſtible 
fund ef pride. Their exceſſive vanity appear- 
ed in their houſes, and when one examines 
them narrowly, it is caſy to diſcover the firſt 
ſpring of all their actions. Their particular 
manner of behaviour and living was entirely 


owing to their good opinion of themſelves, and 


the notion, that they were worth more than 
the inhabitants of the towns. The origin of 
their pride was evident. It is the natural ef- 
fect of riches without education. It was a mat- 
ter of aſtoniſhment to me, to find ſeveral of 
them, of an extenſive trade, and a perfect 
knowledge of the produce of all the different 
kingdoms of the univerſe, and yet ignorant of 
the figure of the earth, the ſituation of theſe 
countries whence their riches came, or the 


nature and reaſon of the different climates. 


Hoſpitality was unknown among them, they 
had no notion of politeneſs or genteel living, 
ADDIT1loN, SUBTRACTION, MuUuLTI1- 
PLICATION and Division; READING, 
WRITING, BuyiNG and SELLING, made 
the ſum total of all their learning, and all 
their defires, 

Theſe branches of learning are very proper 
to make a country flouriſh, and it's inhabitants 
rich, and conſequently deſerve ſome attention; 
and J really admired them in this ſett of men: 
but ſeeing them ſo perfect in theſe, I was the 
more aſtoniſhed that ny did not naturally lead 
1 them 
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of the richer ſort, 
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them to ſtudy other ſciences, which if not 
more valuable are certainly ſo connected to them, 
that to me they ſeem inſeparable. 

I only attempt here to draw the character 
Nothing therefore in my 
opinion ought to hinder them from ſtudying 
all the different branches of learning, which 
teach a man to know himſelf, and which make 


life agreeable and pleaſant, 


I continued no longer among ſuch men, than 
was neceſſary to di cover their manners, and 
make me acquainted with their cuſtoms, Wea- 
ry of their company, which to me was inſup- 
portable, I fancied I might find more pleaſure 
in a province, where the greater part of the in- 
habitants were rich merchants, who had left 
off trade, and lived on their money; or noble- 
men who minded nothing but their diverſion. 
To my misfortune, I loved the rank of a no- 
bleman, and yet was ſober ; moderate plea- 
ſures only gave me ſatisfaction. I willingly 
purſued pleaſure, but it was puſhed to ſuch ex- 
ceſs among people of diſtinction, that I was 
obliged to fly, to avoid ſacrahcing whole days 
to Diana, or to Baccnvs, which was more 
diſagreeable. At laſt I viſited the ſeveral little 
iſles, which ſeemed advantageouſly lituated for 
a barrier to this country. 


Theſe leſſer affording nothing worthy of 


my curioſity beſdes the advantage of their ſitua- 
tion, I went to one of the larger iſlands 


which together form a province, no ways 


inferior to the fineſt in the country, Nature 
B 4 had 
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had liberally provided for its preſervation, and 
every thing there ſeemed worthy of the attention 
of a curious traveller. Notwithſtanding, dear 
ſelf- love hindered me from remaining there 


many days. Swoln bellies filled me with hor- 


rour. Seeing numbers of both ſexes in this di- 
ſtemper, epidemical to that province, I was 
inclinable to believe that the men there bore 
children as well as the women. A little re- 
flection ſoon baniſhed this fooliſh thought: but 
no ſooner did I hear that this diſeaſe often 
ſeized foreigners, than raillery gave way to a 
fear of feeling its effects, and I never reſted 
till I was at a ſufficient diſtance no more to 
dread it, Perhaps the beauty of the town 
where I landed contributed much to reſtore 
my mind to its uſual tranquility, Whether 


it was the effect of imagination, or reality, I 


can't tell; but I fancied on my landing the 
air purer than I had felt it in all my travels. 
This city of an immenſe extent, and moſt 
_ agreeable ſituation, is watered by a river, equal- 
ly profitable and pleaſant. The inhabitants 
are induſtrious and attentive to their intereſt, 
yet by no means enemies to ſociety, and gen- 
teel pleaſures, They are civil to ſtrangers, 
receive them courteouſly, and part from them 
with regret, $ 
Not but that there are ſome there, as in 
all tradirg towns, who think of getting mo- 
ney, and that alone: but I was ſo lucky in 
my firſt acquaintance, that I made no doubt 
J had at laſt found what I fo long ſought, an 
. ; agreeable 
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The Devil turn'd Hermit. 9 


agreeable ſociety, compoſed of perſons who 
mutually eſteemed each other, ſincere, honeſt, 
virtuous, and careful of the reputation of their 
abſent friends, A man, who is reſtored to 
perfect health after a long and dangerous ill. 


neſs, does not feel a more ſenſible joy, than 
I had upon this happy diſcovery. To pre- 


vent the ſuſpicions, which one naturally has 


of a ſtranger, I thought this was a proper occa- 


ſion to make myſelf known; which I did with 
all the ſucceſs I could poſſibly expect. Almoſt 
two years paſt in this agreeable way of liſe; 
1 was ſo taken with it, that I forgot my dear 
As TAROT A, and even loft all my deſire of 
wandering over different countries, which to 
me had appear'd inſurmountable, I ſpent my 
time in diverfions, a way of life which ought 


only to pleaſe men of large and certain eſtates. 


began to. ſee the bottom of my coffers, and 
this gave me a real uneafineſs, The cauſe in- 
creaſing daily, I gave myſelf up to a gloomy 
melancholly, natural to perſons who are afraid 
of miſery, and ſee it approaching with haſty 


ftrides, My pride would not allow me to 


communicate my circumſtances to any of my 
friends, who were men of honour and pru-- 
dence, and no doubt would have put me in a 


way of mending my affairs: ſo far from this, 


that I carefully concealed them. Ihad as yet a 
few trifles left, which I-could turn into money: 


but this was a poor relief, and muſt ſoon have 


an end, My invention was on the rack where 
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to go, what to do, and what would become 
of me. ” =; 
In this deplorable condition I came abroad 
as little as poflible, | ſpent whole days walking 
about my chamber, thinking on ſome way or 
ether to better my condition. I was in one of 
thoſe critical minutes, when the ſoul oppreſs'd 
with grief, ſpent with reflexion, remains as 
it were in ſuſpenſe and without thought ; or 
to ſpeak more plainly I was like a man between 
ſleeping and waking ; when all of a ſudden 
my ears were ſaluted with an immoderate 
fit of laughter in a very odd manner, Awaked 


by this accident, I at firſt fancied I was ſur - 


prized by ſome of my friends who had a mind 
to be merry : but ſeeing my door ſhut, and 
no body in the room, I eafily perſwaded 
myſelf that it was the effect of imagination 
and the confuſion of my mind. I was very 
ſoon undeceived, This behaviour no ways 
agreeable to me began again with ſome inter- 
vals, as if ſomebody had been at my right 
hand, then on the left, ſometimes before me, 
and ſometimes at my back. I muſt own it 
gave me a good deal of uneaſineſs. At laſt, 
taking courage upon hearing always the ſame 
thing, I began to ſuſpect it was my old friend 
ASTAROTH,. This thought gave me inex- 
preſſible joy. Are you then return'd, cry'd 
I, as if he had been near me? Why don't 
you give me the pleaſure of a ſight of you ? 
on't be afraid of terrifying me by a ſudden 
appearance. Our friendſhip forbids my fear. 
. Ilong 
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T long to embrace you, Your preſence will be 
agreeable, whatever ſhape you put on, But 


all my flattering diſcourſe was loft, I had 


realon to believe that ASTAROTH did not 
hear me, at leaſt he was pleas'd not to anſwer 
me. The Rogue, as I learn'd afterwards, had 
a mind to divert himfelf at my expence, and 
ſucceeded but too well. This inviſible human voice 


not producing its deſir'd effect, he fell on a new 


ſtratagem; he appear'd in the ſhape of a hideous 


monſter of an enormous ſize, and flew at me 


with open mouth to devour me. 
I had no notion that a ſpirit baniſhed from 


the other world could appear equally in a hu- 
man or a brutal ſhape, I was terribly fright- 
] was going to draw my 
ſword, but my ftrength forſook me, I could 


ned at the fight. 


not even call for aſſiſtance, and fell down un- 
der the monſter, without knowing what became 
of me for two hours. At laſt recovering my 
ſenſes, I found myſelf extended on the floor, 
and felt only one pain from top to toe, Ne- 
vertheleſs ſeeing no wounds, I roſe up as well 
as I could, and called my ſervant with all my 


ſtrength. Finding no body anſwered, I went to 


open the door, and found a ſtone wall in the 
place. 
furniture of my lodgings, nor could I perceive 
any of my own goods. In a word every 
thing was changed. I was in a Jarge cham- 


ber without door or window; there was a 
light as from an infinite number of candles, 


but whence it came, was a ſecret, Surpriz'd 
B 6 | at 


Looking round me I neither ſaw the 
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to go, what to do, and what would become 
of me. 2 

In this deplorable condition I came abroad 
as little as poſſible, | ſpent whole days walking 
about my chamber, thinking on ſome way or 
other to better my condition, I was in one of 
| thoſe critical minutes, when the ſoul oppreſs'd 
with grief, ſpent with reflexion, remains as 
it were in ſuſpenſe and without thought ; or 
to ſpeak more plainly I was like a man between 
ſleeping and waking ; when all of a ſudden 
my ears were ſaluted with an immoderate 
fit of laughter in a very odd manner, Awaked 
by this accident, I at firſt fancied I was ſur- 
prized by ſome of my friends who had a mind 


to be merry: but ſeeing my door ſhut, and 


no body in the room, I eaſily perſwaded 
myſelf that it was the effect of imagination 
and the confuſion of my mind. I was very 
ſoon undeceived, This behaviour no ways 
agreeable to me began again with ſome inter- 


vals, as if ſomebody had been at my right 


hand, then on the left, ſometimes before me, 
and ſometimes at my back. I muſt own it 
gave me a good deal of uneaſineſs. At laſt, 
taking courage upon hearing always the ſame 
thing, I began to ſuſpect it was my old friend 
ASTAROTH. This thought gave me inex- 
preſſible joy. Are you then return'd, cry'd 
I, as if he had been near me? Why don't 
yy give me the pleaſure of a ſight of you ? 

on't be afraid of terrifying me by a ſudden 


appearance. Our friendſhip forbids my fear. 
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T long to embrace you, Your preſence will be 
agreeable, whatever ſhape you put on. But 
all my flattering diſcourſe was loſt. I had 
realon to believe that ASTAROTH did not 
hear me, at leaſt he was pleas'd not to anſwer 
me. The Rogue, as I learn'd afterwards, had 


a mind to divert himfelf at my expence, and 


ſucceeded but too well. This inviſible human voice 
not producing its deſir'd effect, he fell on a new 
ſtratagem; he appear'd in the ſhape of a hideous 
monſter of an enormous ſize, and flew at me 
with open mouth to devour me. 3 

I had no notion that a ſpirit baniſhed from 
the other world could appear equally in a hu- 
man or a brutal ſhape, I was terribly fright- 
] was' going to draw my 
ſword, but my ſtrength forſook me, I could 
not even call for aſſiſtance, and fell down un- 


der the monſter, without knowing what became 


of me for two hours. At laſt recovering my 
ſenſes, I found myſelf extended on the floor, 
and felt only one pain from top to toe. Ne- 
vertheleſs ſeeing no wounds, I roſe up as well 
as I could, and called my ſervant with all my 
ſtrength. Finding no body anſwered, I went to 


open the door, and found a ſtone wall in the 


place. Looking round me I neither ſaw the 
furniture of my lodgings, nor could I perceive 
any of my own goods, In a word every 
thing was changed. I was in a large cham- 


ber without door or window; there was a 
light as from an infinite number of candles, 
but whence it came, was a ſecret, Surpriz'd. 
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at ſo extraordinary a viſion, I no more ſuſ- 
pected ASTAROTH to have a hand in it, 
It was more natural for me to ſuppoſe that I 
was now in the clutches of one of the infer- 
nal princes, to whom LuciFER's old valet de 
chambre had play'd ſo many tricks during 
his baniſhment, was afraid. they had a mind 
to be revenged on me, I even fancied that 
AsTAROTH could not relieve me: and I 
was ſure no mortal would meddle in the af- 
fair, Thus I had no hopes of relief, What 
ſhould I do in this caſe? I thought the only 
way was to abandon myſelf to fate. I did ſo, 
and it ſucceeded well; as you will ſee in the 
following chapter. 


e —___IU_Sd. 


CHAP. II. 


A continuation of the former adventure, in 
which will be demonſtrated that devils 
are not angels. The return of AST A ROTH 


in the diſguiſe of a phyſician, 


: Eſolved, as I have faid, to wait patiently 
the end of my fate, I threw myſelf upon 
a ſorry bed, to refreſh myſelf in that 
anxiety with which I was overwhelmed. Fear 
kept my eyes open, but to diſpel that, I re- 
collected with myſelf all the ſtories of enchant- 
ments, T had ever read or heard told ; and 
altho' I always looked upon ſuch ſtories as en- 

BE tirely 
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tirely fabulous, yet I reflected with pleaſure 


that every one of them ended happily for the 
adventurers. Theſe chimerical fancies made 


the anxiety of my condition leſs inſupportable, 


My mind, if I may ſay fo, was quite intoxi- 
— with them, as they were the only reme- 


dies that could then aſſwage my grief. 


I was in this ſituation, hard to be deſcribed, 
when all of a ſudden, I found my noſe ſaluted 
by fix or ſeven pulls from an inviſible hand, 


which made it ſwell to ſome tune ; at the "et | 


time J heard ſeveral voices crying out, Come, 


come, my friend, awake, we muſt divert our- 


ſelves together, 


I replyed with a moſt 


piteous voice, For the love of Gop, gentlemen, 


ſhow your pity to a poor corps, who has never 
done any thing to deſerve cruel treatment, — 


Ill — — — but they did not give me time to 


go on.— Two fellows, whoſe appearance I can- 


not deſcribe, and whom my fear made me 


take for monſters, laid hold of me, as if I 
had been a feather, and bounded me about 
from fide to fide, like a tennis ball; for about a 
quarter of an hour, they made me vault 


from one end of the room to the other, with- 
out giving me the leaſt reſpite. I was almoſt 


entirely deprived of the faculty of reſpiration, 
thinking a thouſand times I ſhould have been 


choaked; and I believe indeed ſuch a cataſ- 
troph would have been the height of my 
wiſhes, had I been able in the condition 1 was | 


v 


chen! in to have formed any, 
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In the mean time my perſecution ceaſed, 
and my mercileſs executioners gave over tor- 


menting me; they diſappeared, and left me in 


the condition they found me ; that is, ſtretch- 
ed out upon the bed, but in ſuch a miſerable 
taking that I could not think of any other poſ- 
fible way of putting an end to my misfor- 
tunes, unleſs by a ſpeedy death, In this cruel 
extremity, having loſt the uſe of my ſpeech, I in- 
_ wardly called upon ASTAROTH 3 but he moſt 
inhumanly refuſed to come to my relief, How- 
ever the thinking of him ſo overpowered my 
{enſes, that J was for ſeveral hours ſunk in the 


deepeſt ſleep, Tever was in during my whole life. 


It was now almoſt noon, when getting up, 

I heard my ſervant ; who told me the time of 
the day, and at the fame time ſeemed to be 
ſomewhat ſurprized at my fleeping ſo long 
beyond my uſual time. I had hardly courage 
to open my eyes, ſo much had I been uſed to 
take every thing for enchantment ; what means 
this, cryed I, as much aſtoniſhed to ſee my 
ſervant in his real appearance, as to find my- 
ſelf in the bed I had been in before, and in 


the apartments I had hired ? In the mean time 


I found it vaſtly difficult to look upon what 
had paſſed as a revery, conſidering that the 
ſwelling of my noſe, and the aking of all my 
limbs afforded me ſuch convincing proofs to 
the contrary,—T could bring myſelf to no de- 
termined reſolution in the matter, but to hold 
my tongue and ſpeak nothing of my caſe ; ef- 
pecially as I was in a country where ſtories of 
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ſuch a nature meet but with little credit. Be- 
ſides I had too much vanity to occaſion a laugh 
at my own expenſe ; ſo that the only part I had 
to act, was to acknowledge my misfortune, 
without telling the cauſe. After the deſcrip- 
tion I have given you of that agreeable ſociety 1 
had the pleaſure to be a member of, you are 
not to wonder if my appartment became the 
general rendezvous of all who belonged to it.— 
I was not only obliged to receive ſuch of my 
friends, who were particularly entitled to my 
eſteem and affection, but even a great many 
beſides that I had not ſo often ſeen ; and whoſe 
company I could willingly have diſpenſed with, 


eſpecially upon this occaſion. —W hat moſt tor- 


mented me was, that every one made imper-- 


tinent enquiries into the reaſon of my diſorder, 


and recommended his particular phyſician, — 

It was in vain I endeavoured to perſuade them 
that I had skill enough to manage myſelf, 
without the advice of thoſe, . who make 


their fortune by paſſing raſh and inconſiderate 


judgments, on which their life depends who 
are fools enough to believe them.,— In ſhort, 
I was obliged to yield to their importunities, 


and ſubmit to be viſited by a parcel of into- 


lerable pedants, who had no other merit but 


the pompous title of doctor, and that im- 


pudence of behaviour which always attendsit,— 


One of them pretending he could diſcover the 
cauſe of the diſeaſe in my eyes, would very 


willing have taken off my eye-lids, to ſee in- 


to them more clearly; another made me ſtretch 
| out 
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my tongue above a foot; and a third gave out 
he knew every thing by the patient's urine; 
whilſt a fourth would have it, that it was only 
diſcoverable by. the-pulſe.— In their viſits, they 
played a round with me, and regularly ſuc- 
ceeded one another. Unhappily for me I was 


in great miſery, which deprived me of the 


eh their jargon would have certainly af- 
forded, if the pain I was in, would have ſuffer- 
ed me to reliſh it — Not one of them made a 
difficulty of any thing, and, tho' they all dif- 
| fered from one another, yet it is ſurprizing to 
think with what poſitiveneſs each gave his o- 
pinion.— However a fifth of the order, at the 
hazard of being thought an ignorant blockhead, 


ventured to ask me ſome queſtions, and againſt 


all rules of practice, determined nothing po- 


fitively. This man was the EscuLAayPi1vus of 


our ſociety, and I would have given the prefe- 
rence to him, even abſtracting from the deference 
F owed to their judgment who had recom- 
' mended him. But as I have before hinted, 
not judging it ſo proper to diſcoyer the cauſe 


of my malady, their viſits did nothing but. 


put me in a continual uneaſineſs, and might 


even have ended in my utter ruin, if a lucky. 


affair had not ſeaſonably intervened, which: 


not only delivered me from the cruel perſe- 


cution I ſuffered by their impertinence,. but 
alſo put an end to all. my other calamities.. 


It began to grow late, and my friends had 
left me to enjoy my reſt, ſo neceſſary to one 
in my circumſtances, But the greateſt. comfort. 


I received, 


ks 


K ad te ans If — tw www „ 5 ee. A,uq > i” - JyJY# es twat pp © tre © on © ww aE 24 


Ply A ©Þﬀ eos hand 


— 9c 2 es. 


The Devil turn'd Hermit. 1 


J received, was the proſpect I had of not ſee- 
ing the phyſicians before next morning. In- 
deed I was ſo very bad, that I might have 
drawn hopes even from thence, never to have 
ſeen them more; but the hopes I conceived up- 
on that footing, were but agreeable to me 
now and then ; for life has in it ſome ſecret 
charms, we are not always aware of, which 
give the lie to whatever deſires we may have 
of death, even at the very time we wiſh for 
it.— So it was with me, en upon death, 
and at the ſame time wiſhed I might live. With 
this view I had refuſed to ſubmit to the regu- 
lation of the phyſicians, and ſtrengthned my- 
ſelf in this laudable reſolution ; when my ſer- 
yant came to give me notice of the arrival of 


a new phyſician, who inſiſted to ſee me im- 


mediately in ſpite of whatever they could fay 
to make him put off his viſit till to morrow.— 


What more doctors, ſays I, to myſelf ! I believe 


theſe raſcals. are in a confederacy with all the 
devils in hell to torment me; and that 
have received a deputation frem the wholeb ody 


to finiſh their work for them. Don't they ; 


think I can die without their affiſtance?—Let 
him come in, ſays I, that I may be the ſooner 
rid of him, As I ended theſe words, a little 
ugly deformed. creature came to my bed fide, 
with a ſolemn gravity ſuitable to his character; 


an enormous volume of a periwig eclipſed at 
leaſt three parts of his phiz, and covered all 


his breaſt, — Rejoice, ſays he, with a hoarſe 
and terrible voice; rejoice that fortune has ſept 


you 
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my tongue above a foot ; and a third gave out 
he knew every thing by the patient's urine; 
whilſt a fourth would have it, that it was only. 


diſcoverable by the-pulſe.— In their viſits, they 


played a round with me, and regularly ſuc- 
ceeded one another. Unhappily for me I was 
in great miſery, which deprived me of the 

eaſure their jargon would have certainly af- 
forded, if the pain I was in, would have ſuffer- 
ed me to reliſh it. Not one of them made a 
difficulty of any thing, and, tho' they all dif- 
fered from one another, yet it is ſurprizing to 
think with what poſitiveneſs each gave his o- 
- pinion, — However a fifth of the order, at the 


hazard of being thought an ignorant blockhead, 


ventured to ask me ſome queſtions, and againſt 
all rules of practice, determined nothing po- 


fitively. This man was the Es c ULAPIUS of 


our ſociety, and I would have given the prefe- 
_ rence to him, even abſtracting from the deference 
F owed to their judgment who had recom- 
mended him. But as I have before hinted,. 
not judging it ſo proper to diſcover the cauſe 
of my malady, their viſits did nothing but. 
ut me in a continual uneaſineſs, and might 
even have ended in my utter ruin, if a lucky 
affair had not ſeaſonably intervened, which 
not only delivered me from the cruel perſe- 
cution I ſuffered by their impertinence,. but 
alſo put an end to all. my other calamities.. 
It began. to grow late, and my friends had 
left me to enjoy my reft, ſo neceſſary to one 


in my circu ces. But the greateſt. comfort. 


I received, 
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I received, was the proſpe& I had of not ſee- 
ing the phyſicians before next morning, In- 
deed I was ſo very bad, that I might have 
drawn hopes even from thence, never to have 
ſeen them more ; but the hopes I conceived up- 
on that footing, were but agreeable to me 
now and then ; for life has in it ſome ſecret 
charms, we are not always aware of, which 
give the lie to whatever deſires we may have 
of death, even at the very time we wiſh for 

J called upon death, 
and at the ſame time wiſhed I might live. With 


this view I had refuſed to ſubmit to the regu- 


lation of the phyſicians, and ſtrengthned my- 
ſelf in this laudable reſolution; when my ſer- 
vant came to give me notice of the arrival of 
a new phyſician, who inſiſted to ſee me im- 
mediately in ſpite of whatever they could ſay 


to make him put off his viſit till to morrow.— 
What more doctors, ſays I, to myſelf ! I believe 


theſe raſcals are in a confederacy with all the 
devils in hell to torment me; and that they 
have received a deputation from the wholeb ody 
to finiſh their work for them. Don't they 
think I can die without their aſſiſtance? Let 


him come in, ſays I, that I may be the ſooner 


rid of him, As I ended theſe words, a little 
ugly deformed creature came to my bed fide, 


with a ſolemn gravity ſuitable to his character; 


an enormous volume of a periwig eclipſed at 
leaſt three parts of his phiz, and covered all 


| his breaſt, — Rejoice, ſays he, with a. hoarſe 


and terrible voice; rejoice that fortune has ſent 


you. 
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you the moſt skilful of men, to be the means 


of recovering your health. But what, continues 
he, ſeeing I ſpoke not a word, have you loſt 
the uſe of your tongue and ſenſes ; that you 
anſwer me nothing, and feem inſenſible of your 
happineſs in feeing me? Alas! faid I to myſelf, 
J underſtand you much better than J ſee you; 
but your words ſhew you to be a man very pro- 
per to make one ſick, who enjoyed the moſt 
perfect health, — Conſider me well, ſaid he a- 
gain, changing the tone of his voice, and 
give me an account of your diſtemper, with- 
out concealing the leaſt particular. At the ſame 


time he ordered my man to go out of the room, 


who nevertheleſs ſhewed no regard to his au- 
thority, till I gave him a fign to be gone, 
Scarce did my doctor find himſelf alone, but 
putting aſide his perriwig, and obliging me a- 
gain to look at him, I knew him for the tutelar 
angel of my fortune, my dear ASTAROTH, 


in the habit of a phyſician, who bid me not be 


uneaſy, for that he had not quite abandoned 
me, and hoped to fee me in perfect health by 
to morrow; and the better to convince. me of 
what he aid, he made me ſnuff up a certain 
liquor, which immediately laid the ſwelling of 
my noſe; and afterwards made me drink of 
that wonderful elixir, the virtues of which I 
had before experienced, and which appeared 
to me then to be an univerſal cure for all dif- 
tempers. But however he would not then in- 
form me of the cauſe of my misfortunes, pre- 
tending I had more need of reſt than any 3 
elſe.— 
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elſe, He would anſwer none of my queſtions ; 
take your reſt, ſays he to me, I ſhall ſee you to 
morrow, when there will be time enough for 
us to diſcourſe together; a longer viſit at preſent 
Z would but raiſe ſuſpicions ; beſides they are now 
watching us, and if is not convenient to be too 
well known in a place where one would live 


peaceably.— Notwithſtanding what J could ſay, 


Y he called in my man, and told him in the tone 
of a phyſician, and like that of his quack bro- 


Y thers, that he would anſwer for my life, for he 
had made me drink of an elixir of his own 
= compoſing, ſufficient to recover the dead, and 


that by means of it alone he did not doubt of 


5 finding me to morrow well enough to go about 
my buſineſs, or to walk out. 
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CHAP. UL 


| Containing the wonderful cure of the Author. 


How the fame of it was ſpread abroad, 
and the advantages he drew from it. 


; ASTAROT H had no ſooner left me, but I 


was immediately ſenſible he had all man- 


| ner of reaſon for acting as he did, — My ſer- 


vant, to make a merit of the regard he had for 
me, told me that being ſcared at the looks of 
that original of a Phyſician, he could not help 


peeping thro' the key-hole, and when he per- 


ceived he wanted me to take of his ſtuff, he 
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had attempted to come in, but obſerving that | 
he ſpoke low, and that I liſtened to him with | 
attention and ſurprize, he durſt not venture to 


interrupt us. — He then asked me how ſuch a | 
mountebank, for he took him to be one of them, 
could have the addreſs to make me drink a li- 
quor, which ſeemed to him to be made up of | 
V Then fteadfaſtly contemplating Þ# 
my noſe, which by that time was freed. from 


ermillion, 


the ſwelling, and had recovered: its former 
figure ; what in the name of wonder is this, 
cried he; can a Drug, which is common! 


_ eſteemed poiſonous, produce ſuch a ſurpriſing 


effect]! I told him, that he might be eaſily con- 
vinced of the truth of what he ſaw ; but that 
he would be yet more ſurpriſed to underſtand, 
that I was perfectly eas'd of all my complaints, 
by only taking a few drops of that elixir the 
doctor had made me drink; and that he had 
done me juſt ſuch another piece of fervice about 
ten years before, when 1 was afflicted with 


-fuch an obſtinate ilineſs, as I imagined had fal 
Aken upon me, on purpoſe to baffle all the art 
of phyſicians : that I was then in Italy, where 


all the faculty had declared I muſt leave my 


_ duſt; when a man, who had been never heard 


of before, came to expoſe their ignorance, and 
make fools of them all, offering to cure me 
in a few days. — Notwithſtanding he made ſuch 


à rueful figure, they nevertheleſs accepted of 


his offers, and I found myſelf ſo much recovered, 


that the phyſicians vowed his deſtruction, and 


indited him to the inquiſition for a ſorcerer.— 


— — 
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I fortunately knew of it, ſoon enough to give 


him notice to take of care himſelf, and to that ad- 
ded a purſe of gold, as a recompence for the ſer- 
vice he had done me.— He thanked me, and 


ſince that time, I never knew what had become 

of him; till now that fortune has again brought 
him in my way,—T further told him, that hear- 

ing of my name, and the extremity to which 
I was reduced, _— had brought him to 
ſee me, that in caſe I 

had faved his life, he might have an opportunity 
of making me a return for the obligations he 
lay under to me. | 


ould be the ſame who 


I make no queſtion but As r ARO H him- 


© ſelf helped me out with this ſtory, which 1 
was obliged to coin, to ſatisfy my ſervant ; as 
for him, it made fo deep an impreſſion upon him, 
that he minded neither eating, drinking or any 
thing but running up and down to tell it every 
body that would liſten to him. All my friends 
heard of it with aſtoniſhment, and from one 
to another it went, till the whole town was 
immediately full of it.— It is eaſy to imagine 
| what a crowd of viſitors I had the next day; 
not only all my acquaintances, but a prodigious 
number of incredulous and curious people, who 
| would not be ſatisfied without they ſaw me. I 
received them all, as a man who ailed nothing, 


and was not wanting in ſounding forth the 
praiſes of my deliverer. But the greateſt diſ- 
appointment I had, was that I ſaw none of my 
phyſicians: as any one came into the room, I 
looked to ſee if it was not one of them, and I 
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wiſhed as much for them now, as I had dread- | 
ed their coming the night before. I was reſolv- 
ed to be even with them, for what I had un- 
dergone from their unintelligible jargon ; but 
J waited for them in vain, not one of them 
came near me, but only one, and unfortunately 
that one was he, who had determined nothing 
' poſitively upon my caſe, As the report of my 
being cured had reached him, he came to ſatisfy 
himſelf about the matter; but the motive of his 
coming was far from being envy ; for wonder. 
ing to ſee me on my legs and able to walk a- 
bout, he expreſſed as lively a ſenſe of joy upon 
the occaſion, as if he had been the author of 
my cure himſelf; nay his candour went fo far, 
_ as to cry up the great abilities of a man he did 
not know, and begged of me I would procute 
him the pleaſure of a converſation with him, So 
much modeſty being a thing but rare among 
men of his profeſſion, I coud not help admir- 
ing it.— I could have wiſhed however, with all 
my heart, he had not carried it fo far as to 
defire to know the perſon who cured me,—As- 
TAROTH could indeed, when he had a mind, 
aſſume the appearance of a phyſician, but it is 
quite a different affair to appear in the cha- 
rafter of one, and to keep up to that very 
extraordinary ſort of converſation that is com- 
monly uſed by ſuch as profeſs it. As I could not 
handſomly excuſe myſelf from complying with 
the requeſt of one who bore ſuch a character 
in our ſociety, and was at the ſame time every 
moment apprehenſive leit my doctor ſhould 
come, 
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come, I was obliged to be before hand with 
the company, by preparing them not to expect 
any extraordinary ſigns of knowledge from the 
perſon who had cured me, I told them that I 
looked upon bim as one deeply skilled in all 
the ſecrets of nature, but that I was doubtful at 
the ſame time, whether he had ſtudied ſuffici- 
ently to be able to hold a converſation in the 


= ſtyle of phyſicians, — That is very often a mark 


of greater knowledge, replied he modeſtly, who 
was in our company; true ſcience does not con- 


ſiſt in a multitude of cant terms, which have 
nothing elfe to recommend them but as they 


ſhew a little memory.,— For my ſhare I do not 
know any uſe they ſerve for, unleſs it is to 
ſhorten the converſation among thoſe of the 
profeſſion we are obliged to converſe with, and 
I never make uſe of them but when I can't a- 
void it. 

He had not time to ſay more, for my ſcr- 
vant gave me notice that As TAROT H was 
come, and every one propoſed to do honour to 
a man, whom they admired even before they 
had ſeen him, Unhappily he had forgot to alter 
his dreſs, nay it ſeemed as if he had taken par- 


ticular pains to look {till more ridiculous, by 


the care he had taken to adjuſt every part of it. 
Fancy to yourſelf a couple of little eyes, and 
the tip of a noſe jetting out from between the 
buſhy ſides of a huge, immeaſurable periwig 
reachingalmoſt to the ground, and you have the 
exact portrait of thisEsc u LANs, that famous 
man, whoſe reputation made as great a noiſe as 

any 


DDr ̃ͤ . ] ̃ a8 Ay, 


a — — 
0 ov? n 7 
— Aol bgySearp endo 


N 8 f 
P 
> TN, TIF 

f . s 


* 
5 der eo Ie "WY 7 


24 The Devil turn d Hermit. | 


any of the ſeven wonders of the world. — Mo- 
LIERE's Miſanthrope could never have preſerved 
the gravity of his countenance at the fight of 
ſuch a figure, and ſeverals yielded to the emotions 
they felt upon ſeeing him, without giving them- 
ſelves any trouble to ſtifle them; however as 
they were afraid they ſhould offend me, and 
ſhock perhaps the man himſelf too much, after 
a deal of hawking and coughing they came to 
themſelves, Then AsTARoTH with the moſt 
ſolemn gravity received the compliments of the 
company, and particularly of his Brother 
Doctor; accompanying all he ſaid with ſuch an 
air of modeſty, as would have gloſſed over the 
moſt accompliſhed roguery. * 
The converſation then turned upon the na- 
ture of the diſtemper that had brought me al- 
moſt to the gates of death, from which I was 
ſo happily recovered ; when all of a ſudden, 
 AsTAROTH, to my great ſurprize, quitting 
the common language which would have been 
underſtood by all the by ſtanders, began a moſt 
elegant ſpeech in Latin ; and indeed it appeared 
to me ſo much the finer, as he every now and 
then embelliſhed it with terms I knew nothing 
of, altho* I pique myſelf upon knowing that 
language.— Thoſe who knew till leſs of it than 
I, were charmed with him, and as for our doc- 


tor, who no doubt judged of it from a tho- 


rough knowledge of the ſubject; he was quite 
in raptures, and could not forbear teſtifying 
the greatneſs of his eſteem, by repeated em- 
braces, — This interview ended in an elegant 

He ſupper, 
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ſupper, I had got ready for them, after which 
every one retired, and ASTAROTH among 


the reſt. 
The next day, as I was getting up, that faith- 


| ful friend, to whom I imagined I lay under the 
| greateſt obligations, did not fail to come and 
ſee me as I expected. — I diſpatched my ſer- 
# vant away upon ſeveral affairs, that I might 
have the freer converſation with him, —He was 
E ſcarce gone, when ASTAROTH, who had 
E ſomething in his head I was not aware of, 
addreſſed me to this purpoſe; Vou ſee, ſays he, 
I am a truſty ſquire to you ſtill, and after the 
many inſtances of kindneſs I have ſhewn you, 
I make not the leaſt doubt but you can over- 
| look eafily ſome ſmall freedoms I have taken 
with you, even allowing I may have gone be- 


yond what is conſiſtent with that great regard 


have for your perſon. But, replyed I, what 
can you poſſibly have done to me, AsTAROTH, 
that I ſhould not forget, conſidering the mani- 
| fold ſervices you have done me, and all of them 
ſo ſeaſonably? Yes, I promiſe you on the 
word of a gentleman, that whatever you have 
| done to diſoblige me, I will forever forget it ; 
tis true, I migbt be moved to uſe you uncivil- 
ly, in the beginning of my paſſion, but be al- 
| ſured that I am void of reſentment and always 
much eaſier to be pacified, than I was at firſt 
| tobe ruffled, —So much the better, ſaid he ſmi- 
ling; I like people of your temper, and it is 


very convenient to behave ſo towards ſuch a3 


me, eſpecially when you wouldlive agreeably 
| 9 with 
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with us, and intend we ſhould do you any ſer. | 


vice, — As I was ignorant what he meant by 


this preamble, ' I begg'd he would make haſte ; 
and explain himſelf, — Since you will have me 


ſpeak, anſwered he, I muſt tell you frankly, 


that you was quite in the wrong to uſe me az : 
you did in the cave, where, under the diſguiſe of | 
a HERMIT, I employed my time in ſerving | 


of you. | 
ec is a vice which even a devil de- 
teſts, and to be plain with you, altho' I am 
As TAROT H, as you ſee, and your very faith- 
ful friend into the bargain, I could not help 


revenging myſelf for an abuſe I no ways deſer- 


ved. Look'e, my dear fir, and I tell it you 


once for all, I am none of thoſe croſs devils, 
who would do a man an ill turn merely for the 


ſake of doing it, nor am J on the other hand 


oceaſion of your being in that condition you 
would have ſtill remained in, had not I out of 
pity relieved you.—But, ſays he, ſeeing I look- 
ed pale, it would ſeem as if my openneſs was 
diſagreeable; can't you reflect that for this piece of 
diverſion I have had at your expence, I have be- 
fore now ſaved your life a hundred times. — No 
ſuch thing, cryed I, as you are capable of uſing 
me in this manner, I can give no credit to any 
thing you can ſay orpretend. —F'11no longer be be- 
holden to ſuch a traitor, and you may go offer 

| FO your 


ſuch a fimpleton, as to receive an injury, and let L 
ſlip an occaſion of being revenged. — It was I, 
and my dear friend AsMoDEvus, that were the 
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your ſervice to thoſe who are mean enough to 
put up with ſuch baſe treatment. 

Softly, ſoftly, good fir ! ſays he, not fo faſt, 
J beſeech you. You ſeem to take it, as it J 
was in any pain for myſelf ; but you muſt un- 
derſtand that ſuch as I are not always ſo much 
at the call of every one, as you imagine, and 
I muſt let you know, it was no ſmall favour [ 
gave you the preference to others.— But to be 
ſerious, can you reflect without ſome concern 
on every thing that has befallen you, within 


city? Anſwer me that, and you will be ſoon 
convinced how much you owe to my kindneſs, 
Did you never in your leiſure hours amuſe your- 


ſelf with taking down minutes of the moſt of 


theſe converſations we have had together, ſince 
we were firſt acquainted ? Well, and what of 


all that, anſwered I? Only hear me, ſays he: 


] ſuppoſe you remember a certain perſon, wha 
entered into the ſtricteſt friendſhip with you, 


cried up your works to the skies, and after 


profeſſing the greateſt inclination to paſs his 
life with you, offered you a handſome ſalary, and 
to pay you every year advance, provided you 


would accompany him in his travels; you re- 


member this, don't you? No doubt of it, an- 


ſwered I again, but from the opinion I had of 


the ſteadineſs of your friendſhip, and your par- 


ticular regard to me, I was unwilling to quit 


2 country where you had left me, and where I 
ſuppoſed you would have again come to me, tho? 


in quite another manner than you have done: 
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O! your moſt humble ſervant ſays he, cutting 
a caper that made his wig fall off; I ſuppoſe 
then according to your way of reckoning, con- 
tinued he, ſetting himſelf to rights again, that 
I am tothank you for this ; —but you labour 
under a very great miſtake, for you did nothing 
in that affair, bue what I, your good genius, 
prompted you to, That fellow who made you 
ſo many offers of ſervice, is a raſcal, who cor- 
rupted by the hopes of a ſmall reward would 
have betrayed you into the hands of a cruel ty- 
rant, that deſigned to have put you to all the 
tortures his cruelty could deviſe, and afterwards 
empale you. h 
But As TAROT H, ſaid I, interrupting him, 
are not you greatly miſtaken ? The man you 
ſpeak of, is not only one of my oldeſt friends, but 
one to whom I have done a thouſand ſervices ; for 
when I was in favour at court, I procured his 
ſon a preſentation to a living of a great income; 
nay he has acknowledged himſelf, that to me 
he owed the beginning of his good fortune; and 
not only offered me the annuity I mentioned, 


but upon ſeeing Iobftinately declined agreeing to 


his propoſal, he uſed all imaginable means to 
make me accept of a purſe. 

That's the very man, replied As TAROT A, 
and indeed he told you but half a lye, when he 
ſaid he looked upon you as the author of his 
rife, The prince upon hearing of the intimate 
friendſhip there was betwixt you, during the 
time you was at his court, ſent for this _, 
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and by great promiſes engaged him to betray 


you; and if I had not very ſeaſonably interpo- 

ſed, the traitor would have ſucceeded ; but ha- 
ving payied the ſtroke, juſt in the wok of time, 
he was not only diſappointed in his deſigns upon 
you, but the prince ſeeing he was returned with- 
out you, —_ a very lender pretence threw 
him into priſon ; and *tis odds but before now, 
a \mall portion of rope, or a compoſing draught 
has ſent his ſoul to the place whence I am ba- 


' niſhed, 


Come, once more, continued As r ARO TH, 


without giving me time to anſwer him, do you 


remember, one dark night when you was coming 
home very late, and met two fellows you ſuſ- 
pected to have a deſign upon your purſe. Per- 
feetly well, replied I, they were two rogues, 
who upon ſeeing me upon my guard, made off 
ſo faſt that I could not overtake them. That's 
another miſtake of yours, ſweet fir, ſays he, 
theſe people wanted nothing leſs than your mo- 
ney ; they were hired to aſſaſſinate you, and 
being too cowardly to make any attempt upon 
you fairly, they endeavoured to fall upon you 
by ſurprize ; but I made you obſerve their mo- 
tions, and ſtruck ſuch a terror into them, that 
they durſt not execute what they deſigned ; and 
if it had not been for ASMoDEvus, who had 
their maſter under his protection, I would have 

delivered them to you to tell you the truth 
they would perhaps have handled you very 
* hut then Yu would have had the ſatiſ- 
faction 
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30 The Devil turn'd Hermit. 


faction to ſee them hanged, and him into the 
bargain who employed them, 


Theſe and a great many ſuch incidents As- 


TAROTH put me in mind of, and which I 
immediately recollected, left me no room to 
doubt, how much I had been obliged to him — 
We were immediately reconciled ; I acknow- 


ledged myſelf to have been in the wrong for 
having made too free with him, and that in re- 
venging it as he aid, he had done nothing but 
what might naturally be expected from one of 
| his charaQer,— As theſe two eſcapes, I have 


mentioned, were the greateſt I had ever made, 
I begged him to inform me who it could be 
that had my deſtruction ſo much at heart, 
as to hire ruffians on purpoſe to make away 


with me. He told me it was a perſon neither 
he or I ever dreamt of; a' man who emerging 


from that obſcurity his birth ſeemed to have en- 
tailed on him, is not aſhamed to harbour the 
moft abandoned principles.— Tho' guilty of e- 
very vice, he fancies himſelf a perfect model 
of every virtuous character ; not that he would 
ſtick at any thing, however wicked, but he would 
fain be looked upon as a man of virtue, and has 
the unaccountable folly to expect people ſhould 
pay a regard to his vices, — This very night, if 
you pleaſe, you ſhall ſee him in a coffee-houſe, 
where you may hear him determine poſitively 
upon every thing, as if he had one of the Genii 


at his elbow, to inform him of whatever hap- 


pens. Altho' of low ſtature, nature has plenti- 
fully ſupplied that defect in the vaſt deſire he 
| | has 
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has to be tall, The dictating dogmatical air 


with which he expreſſes himſelf, will divert. 


you as much, as it is irkſome to thoſe who look 
upon themſelves obliged to bear with him on 
account of his great riches, 

Good Mr Doctor, ſays I to Le OTA H, 
I have no curioſity to fee ſuch a man, but 
could wiſh with all my heart, you and your 
brother As Mop Es had made him partake of 
thoſe kicks you beſtowed fo liberally upon me. 


| For ſhame, anſwered AsTARoTH, why you 


ate like an old batter'd ſoldier, that, when he can 
fight no more, is eternally talking of the bat- 


tles and ſieges he has been in, and the wounds 


he has received. Should a man in health ever 
think of his having been ſick? Come, come, 


you'd better ſee what's to be done, and in what 


ſhape I can contribute to your advantage or di- 
verſion, 


That's a good thought, ſays I; I ſhould be 


very glad to | have a little more of that diverſion 
you ſo prettily entertained me with, before 
your haſty departure; but a propos, now I think 


on't, did not you, begging your worſhip's par- 
den, leave me rather a little too abruptly ? May 
not one know the reaſon, that induced you ts 
forſake me juſt as I was beginning to be agreea- 
bly entertained ? O] ſays he, that was only that 


you might return to it with the greater reliſh 
afterwards; but at preſent that's out of the 
queſtion, we ſball have time enough to talk of 


this afterwards; let us now think of more ſe- 
rious matters. How goes ſtocks, are you fluſh ? 
4 A pretty 
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A pretty queſtion truly, ſays I half angry, think- 
ing how merry he had been upon it — Well 
don't be uneaſy, ſays he, we ſhall fall upon ways 
and means to ſet you up again; don't you think 


that a phyſician of my importance is worth more 


than his weight in gold ? You and I and your 
ſervant have each played our parts as well as if 
we had ſtudied them; and before one day paſſes 
over our heads, I'll warrant you I fhall have 
more buſineſs than any of the moſt celebrated 
phyficians in town; for the publick is like a 
milch-cow, you may draw from it what you 
pleaſe, and the moment you preſent any thing 
that is new, it ſwallows it gredily without being 
at the trouble of reflection. — As ungracious an 


appearance as I make, you will quickly ſee what 


honours I receive from every one J am called to. 


The trade I deſign to follow for ſome time is 


of all others the moſt lucrative One may com- 
pare it to that of money-coiners, who paſs off 


a falſe value inſtead of a real, only with this 


difference, that the one riſques his own life, 


| Whereas the others only endanger the life of 


thoſe whom they bubble out of their money. 
You ſtretch the compariſon a little to far, 


ſays I, and one may fee, Mr A8TARoTH, 


that you think yourſelf ſecure from ever falling 
under the hands of the faculty; otherways you 
would ſpeak of them with more reverence ; 23 
for me, who dread nothing ſo much as a quarrel 
with them, I muſt not allow myſelf the ſame 
freedem of thinking; I am very ſenſible 


that in the number of ſuch as give themſelves 
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out for adepts in the ſcience, there are above 
three in four, no better than mountebanks; but 
at the ſame time there are certainly others, who 
are perfectly acquainted with the machinery of 
of the human body, and conſequently able to 


preſcribe properly for every diſtemper, that can. 
any ways admit of a cure, 


Ay, ay, ſays he, that's the common cry, and 
that it is which ſupports the reputation of thoſe 


'who make a profeſſion of phyſick, and enriches 


the greateſt part of them ; and it would be 
highly prejudicial to our ſovereign, ſhould peo- 
ple in general think otherways ; for to be plain 
with you, would men hut ſee with their own 
eyes, they would be immediately ſenſible, no- 
thing is more caſy than that ſcience, and every one 
would be willing to become his own phyſician ; 
for a very little ſtudy would make any man 
ſuffcient ly underſtand his own conſtitution, and 
at the ſame time make him acquainted with theſe 
ſimple remedies, that ſuit every diſorder it is 


liable to.— Nature is herſelf ſo intelligent, that 


(he. ſcarcely ſtands in need of any aſſiſtance; for 
very often a perfon Joſes his life, only by for- 
eing nature to act contrary to the courle of it's 
operations, when he might otherway have done 
very well, 

As TAROT H had not time to enlarge fur- 
ther upon an art he ſeemed to undeiſland 
ſo thoroughly.— We were interrupted by the 
coming in of ſeveral. perſons, who, upon the 
report that was ſpread about of him, came to 
my lodgings 1 to inform themſelves of the place 
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34 The Devil turn d Hermit. 
of his abode.— The firſt that preſented, was a 


houſe- keeper to an old batchelor, who was 


ſeized ſo ſuddenly with a fit of an apoplexy, 


that he had not time to make his will; the 


ſecond told us ſhe was the man's niece, whom 
ſhe wanted the doctor to come and viſit; and the 


third belonged to a writer of great. reputation 


who had a conſiderable work upon his-hands,— 


This fellow, who was his ſervant, had never 


received a farthing wages for nine years that he 
had ſerved him, and waited impatiently the fi- 


niſhing of this performance, in order to be. 


payed out of the profits. This motive of inte- 
reſt had made him ſo very anxious and ſollici- 
tous about the life of this famous author, that 
you would have taken him for the very flower 


of all ſervants, only he had the misfortune to 


let his tongue run too faſt.— As r ARO T Hö re- 


ceived them all with a ſolemnity becoming his 
character: took directions where to find them, 


and promiſed to wait upon them as ſoon as 
poſſible. ES 


You ſee nothing yet, ſays this infernal doctor 
to me, after they were gone : My reputation 


is already ſo great that I ſhall ſcarce be able to 


viſit all the patients that will ſend for me, If 
it be fo, ſays I, why don't we then make rea- 
dy and begin, as you have promiſed to wrap me 


in a cloud, and render me inviſible, I ſhall be 


delighted beyond meaſure to ſce how you go 
on. — All in good time, ſays he again, a, phyſi- 
cian who would get himſelf a name, ſhould be 
ſent for ſeveral times before. he waits on a pa- 
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tient; that's a trick of the trade, and makes 
one be looked upon as a man of great practice; 
altho* it be a thing of no moment, yet I am 


willing to imitate my honoured brethren in 


every thing, fince they look upon it as one of 
the moſt eſſential points of the buſineſs. 
Beſides we muſt wait till ſuch time as your 


ſervant returns; he's an underſtanding fellow, 


talks well, and will ſerve our purpoſe perfectly 


in receiving meſſages, and keeping a liſt of thoſe. 


we are to vilit, 


CH AP. IV. 


Which ſome phyſicians can't read without en. 


Ming the capacity of their infirnal Brother, 


AT HILE we diſcours'd in this manner, 
As TAROT H and I were frequently in- 
terrupted by perſons of all ranks, who came 
to beg his aſſiſtance in behalf of the ſick. They 


continued crowding one after another till 
my ſervant return'd ; then having given him 


his orders we ſet out to viſit the patients, 


Tho'this newEscULAP1vus made very ſhort: 


viſits, three hours in the morning was barely 


ſufficient to go our rounds, Upon our return 
to m 


down. A long liſt. of patients oblig'd us to be- 


lodging, we had ſcarce time to ſit 
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gin again very ſoon, and it was late before we 
return'd, Wherever he viſited he began 
with blaming the phyſicians who had been con- 
ſulted before him on the patient's caſe : then he 
modeſtly prais'd his own skill : and always end- 
ed with little inſinuations that he was none of 
your common phyſicians, who expect to be paid 
according to the number of their viſits. This 
new way of practiſing phyſic was very divert- 
ing to me. As I was the doCtor's treaſurer I kept 
the purſe, and it ſwell'd fo, that had notour viſits 
been at an end very ſeaſonably, I ſhould have 
complained of its ſmallneſs tho? it was full fix 
inches deep. 

During the few months that AS TAROT H 
practiced phyſie with the moſt extraordinary 


ſucceſs, it would be difficult to imagine how 


many pieces I lay'd up. His being a devil no 
doubt gave him a great advantage over the fa- 
culty ; he no ſooner ſaw a patient, but he imme- 
_ diately deſcribed all the particulars of his diſ- 

. caſe, and that ſo perfectly that one would have 
hought he ſaw thro' the fleſh into the inner- 
molt parts of the body. Perhaps the envy of 
his brethren, and their continual railing at his 


preſcriptions, made his reputation the greater 


and more laſting; but that I never minded; the 
_ advantage I reapt from it engag'd all my thought. 
T had at the ſame time both pleaſure and pro- 


nt profit, for all his revenues came into my 
purſe; and pleaſure, becauſe As TAROT H gave 
me the moſt perfeCt intelligence of all I defired 

| $0. Know. The firſt viſit we mad 


made was to the 
N gentleman 


VA 
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gentleman in the apoplectic fit, who was dead 
to the great grief of his houſe keeper. 
The skill of my learned companion did not 


extend to the dead, ſo he was oblig'd te come 


away without asking his fee. This is a bad 
beginning, ſays I to him coming out of the 
houſe; it muſt be own'd Mr As TAROT H that 
you are none of the moſt ſharpſighted devils, 
elſe you would have foreſeen an accident ef this 


ſort, which has coſt you ſome uſeleſs ſteps, and 


oblig'd you to retire with confuſion, Right, 
anſwered he, itis ſpoke like a mortal who judges 
by his eyes. Do you think I was ignorant of 
the {tate of the patient ? No certainly ; but the 
notion which you have from this fruitleſs viſit, 


is exactly that which it is fit every body ſhould 


have of me. If I had told the fate of the pa- 
tient before I had ſeen him, muſt not every one 
believe me to be either angel or devil? And 


betwixt us, friend, which of the two titles do 


you think they would give me? No doubt the 


one I deſerv'd, and then my reputation would 


go to the devil: I ſhould be avoided as much 
a I am now ſought for, and we be obliged to 


ſeek our fortunes elſe where. 


As TAROT H's reaſons ſeemed well founded, 
and I approved of them. I was of his opinion, 
that it was better to go too late to ſee a patient, 
than by going ſooner ; to deſerve the reputation 
of having killed him, or even that of not be- 
ing able to cure him. What affected me moſt 
was the grief of the poor houſe-keeper, incon- 
ſolable for the loſs of her maſter; but my pity 

ighs W 8 
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ſoon ceas'd, when he gave me the following 
hiſtory of her. However great, ſays he, is the 
preſent deſpair of this woman, it is nothing to 


that which ſhe muſt feel in our empire, her 
adventures are very particular. The gentleman 


now dead whom ſhe waited upon, was her | 


brother-in-law, husband to her ſiſter who is 
yet alive with a numerous family of children, 
ſupported by the bounty of charitable perſons. 
The hiſtory of this jade is too agreeable not to 
be told you. She is come of honeſt parents, 
who could give her nothing but her education, 
which her preverſe temper hinder'd her from 
making a good uſe of : neither advices nor fa- 
therly correction could ever make her change 
her conduct: at the age of fourteen ſhe had 
already the name, which time only procures to 
the moſt abandon'd women. It is true that be- 
ing ſufficiently ugly, as you might ſee, ſhe was 
oblig'd to make advances which a tolerable face 
is exempted from. But all this was but trifling, 
Which ſerved to amuſe her, till ſhe could diſ- 
tinguiſh herſelf by ſome maſter-piece worthy 

of her genius, 
The death of her father and mother was 
the height of her deſire : the mother died firſt, 
and the father, who lived but ſhort time after, 
on his death bed charged ſuch of his children as 
were grown up and ſettled in buſineſs, to take 
care. of the others, who had no money nor 
friends to ſupport them. Unfortunately for the 
poor wife of that fellow, whom you ſaw juſt 
now expire, ſhe was deceived by the 1 of 
| N13 


— 


mily. The married ſiſter received her kindly in- 


to her houſe; ſhe yielded to the voice of natural 


affection, and truſted her flattering promiſes of 
amendment, without. taking any care to pre- 


vent the misfortunes that threatned her, She 


never ſuſpected a perſon ſo ugly, ill ſhaped, and 
every way beneath her, could prove her rival, 


Beſides, her husband's behaviour towards her 


was unblemiſhed, She had ſeveral children, 


who employed all her cares, and ſeemed to be 


equally beloved by their father, How then 
could ſhe ſuſpect the blacheſt treachery, and the 


crime which among Europeans is reckoned the 


moſt heinous, and unpardonable. This ſecu- 
rity ſo natural to a virtuous wife, made her 
more unfortunate. You may gueſs her ſurprize 


therefore, when one day returning home, ſhe 


found herſelf robbed by her husband and ſiſter. 


Death itſelf would not have been ſo ſhocking. 


Her piercing cries acquainted the neighbours of 


the deplorable condition ſhe and her children 


were now reduced to. Every one pitied her, 
They purſued the Villain, and his infamous 
whore; but to no purpoſe. They had contri- 


ved matters ſo well that it was impoiſible to o- 
vertake them. In a word, the poor woman 


found ſome charitable perſons, who comforted 
her, and as yet aſſiſt her to bear her misfortune 
patiently. The death of her wicked husband 
will in ſome meaſure diſpell her ſorrow ; there 
remains only this houſe-keeper without any 
hope of comfort, and who has good reaſon » 
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this treacherous ſiſter, the diſgrace of her fa- 
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be afflicted. She now ſees herſelf abandoned by 
every body, without any poſlible relief, But 
her condition is not altogether ſo bad as ſhe 
imagines, ſhe will be able to ſupport her miſ- 
fortunes. That devil, who has hitherto di- 
rected all her actions, will take care to keep off 
all thoſe remorſes of conſcience, which attend 
ſuch villainies, 

This ſurprizing ſtory raiſed my indignation. 
T thought this wretch could not be enough pu- 
mifhed. I was afraid ſhe might ſeize upon the 
goods of the deceafed, tho* he had made no 
will; or lay claim to them, as his ſiſter in 
law, and the neareſt relation he had in that 
country: but As TAROT H ſoon cleared up 
this difficulty. The deceaſed, ſays he, has no 
other relations here; yet ſhe will find herſelf 
ſtript of every thing, which ſhe has not before 
this taken care to remove out of the way. 
A gentleman who underſtands the law, and 
has reſided here for ſome time, has already 
| ſealed up all that belongs to the deceaſed. As 
he has letters from his correſpondents in favour 
of the widow, he is now going to preſent a 
petition to the magiſtrates of the place, who 
will grant his requeſt, This woman will find 
her hiſtory ſo well laid down in the petition, 
that fear of puniſhment will oblige her to leave 
this country for ever. | , 5 
Me then went to a houſe at one end of the 
town, where the furniture at our firſt entrance 
told us the poverty of the owner, This was 
che famous author who never paid his ſervants, 


I 
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1 whifpered the docter, If we don't go on bet- 


ter than this, we muſt ſoon leave off practiſing 


phyſic. However we next advanced to a room 


adorned with four bare walls, and a flock bed 


on which lay the noble author. On ſeeing the 
doctor, he raiſed himſelf on end, faluted him; 
and forgetting the occaſion of the viſit, began 
to talk of his own reputation, the works he 
had publiſhed, but above all the great work he 
had then in hand, which ſhould intereſt the 


whole univerſe in his preſervation, ASTAROTH 


who had buſineſs elſe where, interrupted him, 
bidding him not be afraid of death, that his 
diſtemper was occaſioned by his too intenſe ap- 


plication to books; that he ought to take more 
reſt, and not entirely ſacrifice himſelf to the 


publick. Then calling for a glaſs of cold wa- 
ter, he put in a few drops of a wonderful cor- 
dial, which our author had no ſooner tafted, 
than he called his ſervant, and bid bim run to 
the printer of the news- papers, and tell him to 
acquaint the public that he was in a fair way 


of recovery. 


This inſtance of the author's vanity] ſet me a 


| hughing, but what ſupriz'd me beyond imagi- 


nation, was to ſee him open a little purſe, and 
take out two pieces of gold, which he very 
handſomely deſired the doctor to accept of, 


* tho” to be ſure he made us loſe as much time 


as was richly worth the money. We were 
obliged next to ſee his library, which really was 
the beſt furniſhed appartment in the houſe, but 
we ſhould have commended it had it been o- 
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therways, as we were in haſte to be gone. 
Well pleaſed with our ſucceſs here, we next 
viſited an old widow whoſe children eagerly 
deſired her death. Her children were two 
daughters agreeable enough, tho” not very 
young; and a genteel young fellow, who ap- 
peared very ſincere in the hatred he ſhowed to 
his mother. Perſwaded that no phyſician could 
be of any uſe to their mother, whoſe diſeaſe 
was old age, they received ASTAROTH with 
all the good manners that policy required, They 
introduced him to their mother's appartment. | 
The doctor coming to the bed fide, and feeling 
her pulſe, enquired what the other phyſicians 
had preſcrib'd her, and found fault with the 
whole, Madam, ſays he, if you had'nt calPd 
me to your aſſiſtance, I do aſſure you, you could 
not have lived four and twenty hours, you was. 
a dead women. The patient finding herſelf 


very ill acknowledg'd that ſhe did not expect to [2 
live much longer: But the doctor bid her take | 


courage, and at the ſame time told her, he was 
none of thoſe phyſicians who make many viſits 
to a patient, but would do her buſineſs at once. 
The good woman who had all her ſenſes, un- 
derſtood what he meant, and ſhewed her gene- 
rofity by a handſome preſent : on which the 
doctor having preſcribed her a proper regimen, 
gave her a ſmall phial of his elixir, with orders 
to take a few drops of it every two hours. He 
faw her take the firſt doſe, which gave her im- 
mediate eaſe, and ſuch concern to her children, 


able 
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able to their former politeneſs : I ſay us, becauſe 
I was with As r A ROT E, tho' I remain'd in- 
viſible and all tie ceremony was with him. 
Courage my friend, ſays AST ARO TH on 
his coming out, a hundred ſuch actions as this 
will make me be call'd back to our empire, I 
have now reſtor'd health to one perſon, to make 
three die out of ſpite. This young fellow 
whom. you ſaw juſt now ſhow his ill temper, 
will no ſooner ſee his mother perfectly recover'd, 


but he will rob her, and give himſelf up to all 
manner of debauchery, and run headlong to 


the devil before the year is at an end, The 
eldeſt daughter will make almoſt ſuch another 
exit, and the younger will ſurvive the others a 
ſhort time, to dye of grief. The old woman 
will be an indifferent ſpectator of all thefe 
mournful ſcenes. Her turn comes next; and 
after ſeeing all her children dead, ſhe will leave 
this world, and her money will go to diftant 
relations, who will receive it with joy, tho they 
have no need of it. 3 

But As TAROT E, faid I, how can we re- 
concile the generous preſent you have now got 
from her, with the inſatiable avarice that has 
been the diſtinguiſhing charaCter of this wretch? 
Is it only her children ſhe hates? Is ſhe gene- 
rous to every body beſides them? You are miſ- 


taken, anſwered the doctor; the poor woman 


hates no body; but ſhe has ſuch a love to her 


money, that ſhe cannot think of laying any of 


it out in providing for her children, or ſetting 
them up in any buſineſs, ſhe loves nothing but 
os | money, 
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money, and the fear of death itſelf would not 
have drawn from her ſuch a preſent, had ſhe 
not reflected that death would ſeparate her from 
her darling idol. „ . 
That is to ſay, replied I, ſhe looks on death 
as a powerful enemy, whom ſhe buys off with 
a ſmall ſum, by way of contribution. If this 
be the caſe, doctor, you ſhould have taxed her 
higher; it would have been fo much clear gain 
to us, and her heirs won't thank you for fpar- 
ing her. 2810 885 | 
Hour humble ſervant, good fir, ſays the 
doQor, without being a conjurer one may ea- 
fily gueſs that you would have made an excel- 
lent attorney. What the devil! you would fleece 
your clients; you would treat the widow and 
_ orphan with no more pity than an uſurer or 
pawnbroker, But don't fear, the old woman has 
a fixed incurable diſtemper, her old age; I have 
removed her preſent uneaſineſs, but ſhe will 
ſoon return under my hands, and we ſhall have 
ſome choice picking from her, In the mean 
time let us go thro* our other viſits, I have a 
mind to ſhew you the pretended niece, who 
came to implore my aſſiſtance fer her uncle. 
She has good reaſon to he afflicted. She knows 
that the gentleman is really her father. As ſhe 
' wholly depends on him for her ſupport, his 
death would ſink her into the greateſt pitch of 
miſery ; but I ſhall ſoon diſpell her fears, and 
it ſhall coſt the patient only thanks. 
My defire of riches increaſing as my purſe 
filled, I had no notion of ſpending our labour 
n. 
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for nothing. Why doctor, ſays I, your gene- 
roſity is ill tim'd; can't this patient pay you for 
your trouble? Has he nothing? Were it not bet- 
ter that he ſhould pay his phyſician, and pinch 
his pleaſures for ſome time to make it up? This 
way of doing which has more policy than ge- 
neroſity, is only fit for young phyſicians, who 
want to eſtabliſh their character. I am afraid 
this will ſpoil your reputation among your bre- 
thren. They will give out, that you're obliged 
to viſit for nothing, to get a name. Vou know 
Dr that now makes ſuch a figure in his 
fine Chariot; they fay he followed this low 
way, to be known, and come into practice, 
It is true, he has ſucceeded with regard to the 
public; but don't all his brethren rail at him, 
and mayn't they reaſonable ſuſpect you are fol- 
lowing his ſteps. 77 . 
I underſtand you, anſwered As TAROT RH 
with a ſmile, you are afraid of not being rich 
ſoon enough; don't you know my power over 
filver and gold? Have not I hown you the ex- 
tent of my power, by what I have alread 
done for you? Reſt ſatisfied then, and be aſſured, 
that while Tam with you, you ſhall want for 
nothing; and I ſhall provide for you ſo well, 
that you ſhall be in no ſtrait when I am gone. 
Allow me to ſerve thoſe I love, ſince I can do 
it without hurting you. I have a particular 
eſteem for the perſon we are now going to ſee. 
He is one, in whoſe preſervation all our em- 
pire is particularly concerned. He'll be no 
ſooner reſtored to perfect health, but he deſigns 
| to 
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to ſhew one of his little tricks, which upon 
my word is not ill contrived. 
As TAROT by this diſcourſe having in ſome 
meaſure eaſed my inſatiable thirſt after money, 
we entered the houſe, where he. not only cured 
the patient, as he had propoſed, but made him 


a preſent of ſeveral pieces, which I was obli- 


ged to draw out of my purſe, not without ſome 
uneaſineſs, Will you always remain incorri- 
gible, ſays ASTAROTH on his coming out from 
the patient? Like other mortals will you never 
love the devil, but for the ſake of his money? 
Sir, I tell you once for all, I never do any thing 


without a deſign. This gentleman here to whom ; 


J have been now ſo generous, may be able on 
his arrival in hell to contribute ſomething to- 
wards my being called back, I'Il take care 
the project he has now form'd, ſhall ſucceed 
according to his wiſhes. Did you obſerve the 
young fellow, who ſat at the foot of the pa- 
tient's bed, and ſeem'd ſo anxious about his re- 
covery ? He is a German, who loves money as 
well as you do. As the patient is ſuppoſed to be 
rich, and has promiſed to leave all his money 
to his pretended niece, the young fellow has 
already made his addreſſes to her, The uncle 
will ſoon give his conſent to the marriage, and 
take his ſon in law into partnerſhip with him. 
The partnerſhip will be no ſooner eſtabliſh'd, 
but the old fellow will privately borrow large 
ſums of money from ſeveral merchants, and 
with this and his partner's ftock he'll quit this 
kingdom, leaving the poor German in the mo 
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of his mercileſs creditors. What gives me the 


greateſt pleaſure is, that the creditors will have 
no regard to the young fellow's misfortunes, but 
will caſt him into priſon, where he will remain 


for ſeveral years. 


J had more humanity than this diabolical 
phyſician, and could not, on hearing this ſtory, 
ſhare in the pleaſure, with which he ſeemed to 
tell it, It ſeemed to me too hard treatment to 
loſe his reputation and eſtate, when he thought 


of ſacrificing the one to increaſe the other. 


I could have wiſh'd my friend AsTAROTH 
would not meddle in the plot: but conſidering 
that he was minding his own buſineſs, I was 
not at all ſurprized at his giving the patient 
money ſo fecretly that no body perceived it. 
Confeſs ingenuouſly, ſays he to me, that you 
aſcrib'd my kind uſage of the patient to a diffe- 
rent motive. I confeſs my error, reply'd I; I 
really thought from a regard to what 1 had faid, 


you was afraid that this generous action might 


come to the ears of your brethren, and leſſen 
the reputation you have among them: for you 
know very well my dear ASTARoOTH, that 


what they fay of their brother phyſicians is not 


always according to the rules of charity : they 
even ſeem to make it their buſineſs, and think 
it their duty, to deſtroy one another's reputati- 


on. I have heard ſo many phyſicians exclaim- 


ing againſt their brother in the gilt chariot, 
that I am afraid their rage will at laſt fall on 
you, Being ſufficiently provok'd already, 
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they will be glad of any opportunity to cenſure 
your conduct. 

Let them do what they pleaſe, anſwer'd the 
learned doctor, their envy can do me no harm; 
I wiſh the phyſician you now mention'd were 
as little afraid of them as I am. I know this 
happy Es cu lA Tus, and I amraviſh'd with the 
thoughts that he will ſend the greater part of 
his brethren to Lc IF ER. They ſay he has got 
his character by ſerving the poor, and buying 
the applauſe of ſome miſerable wretches ; but 
ſuppoſing this to be true, don't all the young 
| phyſicians, who are able to do it, follow the ſame 
method ? It is a great advantage for a young 
doctor to try his preſcriptions on the poor. If 
the patient dies, there is one wtetch leſs upon 
earth, whoſe death affects no body. But a wretch 
who recovers. by his means, 1s a perſon of great 

uſe to the author of his cure: he becomes a 
trumpet that proclaims aloud the skill of the 

phyſician to whom he owes his life. He is more 
concerned to publiſh his cure, and make it ap- 
pear miraculous, as he has no other way of 
ſhewing his gratitude for a favour, which he 
was not in a condition to pay for. 

But to return to this doctor who is happy 
enough to be hated and envy'd by his brethren, 
PI ſoon remove, from you at leaſt, this com- 
mon notion ef the means by which he has ſo 
quickly rais'd himſelf, * His hiſtory in ſhort is 
this, | 
CryNoOTH, on the finiſhing of his fudies, 
in which he had made a pretty good * 

__ "chole 
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choſe this city to practice in, hoping with time 
and patience 
ſelf enter d into the college; deſigning to riſe by 


done. Beſides his knowledge and good ſenſe, 
he had the advantage over many of his brethren, 
in being come of a good family, and having a 


number of friends. It was natural for him to 


make uſe of theſe advantages to increaſe his ac- 
quaintance, in which he had good ſucceſs He 


got acquainted among others with a learned 


man, of great genius and experience, who took 
a fancy to him, and intereſted himſelf in his ad- 
vancement. This gentleman was well skilled 
in philoſophy, but apply'd himſelf more parti- 
cularly to the mathematicks. Men of different 
profeſſions eaſily become entire friends. Theſe 
two learned men ſoon enter d into the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip, and never paſt a day without being 
together, Their converſation uſually turn'd upon 


learning and the different branches of it; and 


our doctor, very modeſt for his age, eaſily 


I agreed that the uncertainty of phyſick made it 
| vaſtly inferiour to the mathematicks. His com- 


plaiſance ſometimes went ſo far, as to acknow- 
ledge that quackery was in ſome meaſure inſe- 
parable from their art. 


They were one day engag'd in this diſcourſe 
| before ſome company, when the mathematician 


drew the eyes of the reſt upon him by a penſive 
air, to which he gave himſelf up all at once: 
continuing for ſome time in the poſture of a 


perſon engag'd in a 1 meditation, at laſt he 


thu - 


to raiſe his character. He got him- 
degrees, as the moſt celebrated phyſicians had 
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thus broke his ſilence. Since you are agreed, f. 
directing his diſcourſe to the young phyſician, ſe 
chat a little quackery may be uſeful to your bu- Tt 
ſineſs, why don't you try ſome innocent ſchemes t 
to promote it? I have juſt now thought of one | * 
fit for your purpoſe. Undertake ſome conſide- h 
rable work, which contains the whole compaſs 1 
of phyſic ; get it advertis'd under your name; re 
this will make you known over all Eu RO PR; 01 
and the greateſt men, as well as the ignorant, be 


will readily conclude you muſt have made a con- fa 
ſiderable progreſs in phyſic. Every one will be th 
fond to conſult the author of a work, which H 
ſhows ſo great a capacity. A few hours wel!!! yo 
laid out will ſecure your reputation; they Þ er 
won't give you time to finiſh your undertaking; ſee 


and you muſt give out, that you are notable to Þ Tt 
viſit all the patients that ſend for you. By this th 
means you will handſomely excuſe yourſelf from of 
continuing a work, in which you might poſſibl 7 L. 
fail, or which at leaſt would expoſe your repu- an 
tation to the mercy of a ſett of men, whoſe in- £o 
tereſt it is to deſtroy it, they'll expect the pub- afr 
liſhing of your book with impatience ; but be- wi 
fore they can ſuſpect your innocent trick, it i: ple 

to be preſum'd your fortune will be made, and wo 
our reputation ſo far advanc'd, that it may me 
eaſily ſtand the ſhock of their venomous out 
tongues. e | Bu 
The oracle ceaſed, and his prediction was ſpit 
regarded as one of thoſe truths, which equally ſup 

_ convince the mind, tho? they are not capable cf thit 
a mathematical demonſtration, It was univer- F 
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ſally applauded, and the young in him- 
ſelf fend; that it deſerved ſome conſideration, 
He was no ſooner at home, but he ſet about 
the work, and drew up a ſcheme of the whole, 
which after being peruſed and approved of by 
his friend, was printed and carefully diſperſed. 

The trick Had it's deſired effect, the project was 
reliſhed, and the public conceived fuch a notion 


of the author d ability, that he ſucceded even 


beyond his hopes. At laſt, marrying into a great 


family, he compleatly made his fortune. All 


the attacks of envy can no more hurt him. 
Hence comes that triumphant air with which 
you ſee him appear in public, and which in- 
creaſes the rage and malice of his enemies. You 


ſee that little diminitive monkey-faced doctor, 


I'm glad he's come in our way, and given you 
this opportunity of ſeeing him, That is one 
of the chief antagoniſts of the happy Es c u- 


LAP Tus, but a fellow of ſo little knowledge, 
and ſo deſtitute of every thing that reſembles 
good ſenſe, that men of learning are more 
afraid of his eſteem than his hatred. Not- 


withſtanding his ignorance, he might, if he 


pleaſed, live as happy as his father did, if he 


would confine himſelf to his original employ- 


ment of apothecary, and only ſell drugs, with- 
out medling with any thing above his reach. 
But his ambition has made him a quack, in 
| ſpite of his ignorance and the command of his 


_ ſuperiors, In his own perſon, he is ever 


, thing a a ſick perſon wants, He viſits; pre 
e Ss; Soes home, and makes up the preſcrip- 
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tions; then returns and applies them. Some 
days ago he had a diſpute with the nephew of 
one of his patients. The nephew was too much 
concerned in his uncle's preſervation, to ſuffer 
this puppy to treat him as he pleaſed : but he 
was worſted, The doctor got the nephew ba- 
niſhed the houſe, and according to cuſtom 
_ diſpatched the patient in leſs than a week. No 
body wondered at it, but all pitied the nephew. 
At this preſent time he is come from giving two 
gliſters, one after the other, to an unhappy pa- 
tient: 'They'll have no effect, and to morrow 
he'll give him a doſe, which will cure him of 
all his diſorders, by ſending him to another 
world, i wt 
What happineſs is this, good doctor, to your 
friends below ! By the haſte the quack makes, 
J ſuppoſe he's going to diſpatch another, You're 
miſtaken, replied As T ARO T R, he's haſtening 
to the coffee - houſe to boaſt of his cures, and 
give the company ſome diverſion, Phyſic and 
pharmacy are not enough for his vaſt genius. 
He ſpends his leiſure hours in politics, and he 
talks of them as a ſcience, he is as fit for, as the 
others which he practiſes at the expence of the 
public, and the advantage of his own pocket, 
Tho' of French parents, he values himſelf on 
tating his anceſtors, and deſpiſing their nation, 
But what is moſt diverting in his converſation, 
js, that he decides the intereſts of princes, in the 
fame manner as he deals with his patients. He's 
for clean work, root and branch, Accuſtomed 
to diſpatch all his patients, he fancies _ 


6 


the phyſician of the enemy's army; in this cha- 
racter he contrives devilifh drenches and doſes 
to cut them off by hundreds and thouſands at 
once: Nothing can reſiſt the victorious arms of 
thoſe, on whoſe ſide he is pleaſed to declare 
himſelf, For my part 'm ſorry, that all his 
projects are but mere chimeras of his own brain, 
and our kingdom would be greater gainers, it 
he kept cloſe to his buſineſs of prefcrivung to 
patients, 

Now, faid I to As r ARO RH, I know the 
little gentleman; the other day in the coffee- 
houſe, a ſmall piece fell into my hands ſigned 
B. I. which was approved of by the company, 
and was levelled at our quack, Yet I think 
it did not deſerve the applauſe they gave it, 
and I was inclined to believe it was written 
by ſome foreigner, I neither found wit, ſpi- 
rit, good ſenſe, nor good verſe in it. 

You're in the right, replied my guide. That 
little piece is the luckieſt adventure that could 


poſſibly happen to my brother quack ; there 


could be nothing written more to his honour, 
and he has good reaſon to value himſelf on 


being the butt of ſuch a wretched performance. 


The piece is really fo bad in every reſpect, i“ 
one is at a loſs what to call it: 10 ſpeak p 
perly, it is neither rhime nor blank verſe, an. 
it muſt paſs for the monſtrous production of a 
foreigner, who has taken it in his head to 
write in an unkwhown language, 


If we were not engaged in more important 


buſineſs, I would carry you to a coffee-houſe, 
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where we always ſee a number of theſe pretend- 
ed virtuoſo's, of the loweſt rank in learning, 
but all of them boaſting an univerſal Know- 
lelge. Nothing is more common than to hear 
a blind man make a learned diſſertation on the 
beauty and order of the different colours; and 
a fellow entirely deaf telling you the ſecret 
whiſpers of perſons at the other end of the 
room. Every body is admitted to their aſſem - 
blies. A ſtammerer may, if he will, ſet up 
for an orator, and the moſt ftupid blockhead 
for a judge of wit. It is properly a ſtage, where 
all the actors perform their parts ſo wretchedly, 


that they muſt diſpleaſe every body but them- 


ſelves. Good doctor, ſays I, interrupting him, 
you muſt allow me for once humbly te differ 
from you ; I have often paſt an hour in ſuch 
places. agree with you that it is a ſtage, but 
you muſt own that all the actors are not equally 
bad, I have ſeen there moſt wretched come- 
dies, and agrecable farces, Beſides, the ridicu- 
Jous behaviour which always abounds there, 


has in my opinion ſomething more pleaſing to 


the mind than a ſerious converſation, You 
Mr As TAROT H, have often diverted me, by 

our making me acquainted with the ridiculous, 
and faulty part of mens characters. And at 
preſent how am I employed in your viſits? Is it 
not in hearing with pleaſure the hiſtories of 
different perſons, which are oftentimes no ways 


_ © diverting, except in the hero's being made a 


fool of, or his skill in making fools of others? 
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Since your taſte is ſo good, replied the infer- 
nal doctor, you may eaſily find diverſion; the 
folly of mankind is an inexhauſtable ſcource. 
Let us continue our viſits ; but henceforth you 
ſhall only accompany me to ſuch places, where 
I may have an opportunity of giving you ſome 
Belides we have no need of 
the doctor's habit to introduce us; I can tranſ- 
port you any where by night or by day. Co- 
PID himſelf, of whom mankind have formed 
ſuch extravagant notions, has not more privi- 
liges than we: only there is this difference, 
that we are obliged to go in ſometimes by the 
chimney or the key-hole ; when Cup 1p, that 


powerful infernal prince, can fly thro' a glaſs. 


window without breaking it, or being percei- 
ved by the moſt watchful eye, 

Hearing the devil compar'd with the god of 
love appear'd to me ſo ſtrange, that I could not 


| help breaking out into a fit of laughter, What, 


continued ASTAROTH, with the affected gra- 


vity of a phyſician, do you find any thing ridi- 
culous in this compariſon ? Will you always 


continue ignorant, and be ſurpriz'd at the moſt 
ſimple things? Know then, my dear friend, 


that the ſpirit who reigns here on earth, under 


the title of the god of love, is one of the great- 


eſt and moſt antient princes, of the internal 


empire, He ſurpaſſes all of us in cunning, and 
is the more uſeful to our empire, as he has the 


particular art of inventing different ſhapes, and 
appearing to mortals under the moſt treacherous - 


outſide His nature is ſuch, as to enter every 
1 where 
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where with a ſurprizing agility, which none of 


us can imitate. No bigots can reſiſt him, nor 
barrs keep him out. He often cheats the moſt 


watchful guardian, Virtue it ſelf yields to his 
ſovereign power, and he has thouſands of devils 


at his command, of which number I am one, 


who muſt obey his orders, But all theſe qua- 
lities, which gain him eſteem and even honout 


among mortals, cannot deſtroy his nature. How- 


ever magnificent titles mankind may beſtow 
upon him contrary to his real character, he 


muſt always be reckon'd by us one of the prin- 


cipal and moſt uſeful members of our empire, 
as long as it ſhall ſubſiſt. „ 
As TAROT u, having expreſſed himſelf in 
this manner, did not give me time to ask any 
more queſtions. The reſt of the day was ſpent 


in viſiting his patients, which furniſh'd him with 


an opportunity of telling me a thouſand adven- 
tures, of which at preſent I can only remember 


ters. 


—— * 
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Which contains the ſequel of the preceding; 
where youll ſee that even the devil prac- 
tiſing phy/ic can do nothing againſt death. 


HE manner in which AsTARoTH treat- 
ed his patients, appear'd to me ſo contrary 
to the rules of phyſic, that I was afraid his re- 
8 putation 


what the reader will find in the following chap- 
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putation would ſuffer by it, or at leaſt they 
would ſuſpect ſomething ſupernatural in his 
drugs. He very ſeldom made two viſits; but 
one, which he made them pay ſufficiently for, 
was enough to cure the moſt inveterate diſtem- 
per. Good doctor, ſaid I to him on this ſub- 
ject, if you ſhowed your ability after this man- 
ner in ſome countries, it might prove to your 
coſt. But what ſurprized me moſt was that this 
learned phyſician did not cure every patient, He 
frequently refus'd to go when they ſent for him: 
or if he went to ſatisfy my curioſity, he excus'd 
himſelf from prefcribing, under pretence that 
all his skill could be of no ſervice to the patient, 
who was certainly paſt recovery. 

An occaſion preſented itſelf for me to ſhow 
my ſurprize. We were at the houſe of a rich 
widow, whoſe only daughter lay at the point 


of death; fer whoſe recovery the mother, tho“! 


extremely covetous, would willingly ſacrifice the 
beſt part of her fortune, The patient ſeemed 
to be about ſixteen : her innocent look, and 
the beauty of her face, which the violent fick- 
neſs could not eraſe, fill'd me with compaſſion. 
The mournful lamentations of the mother, ca- 
pable of moving the hardeſt heart, had no effect 
upon this infernal doctor. AsTAROT H went 
away without giving his advice, notwithſtanding 
all the intreaties they could uſe, to make him 
attempt the cure of this rich and beautiful 
heireſs. This obſtinacy in a ſpirit, whom 1 
thought capable of doing what he pleaſed, gave 
me a good deal of —_ Barbarian, 1 
5 . (LON 
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I to him on his coming out, cruel devil how 
can you refuſe to that friendſhip you have always 
profeſſed for me, the cure of the firſt perſon I 
was ever anxious for ? What great trouble 
would it have been to try her cure, ſince they 
only deſired that ſatisfaction? | 
My paſſion made me fay a great deal on that 
head, for I really was vexed; but AsTAROTH, 
without ſaying one word, let me diſcharge my 
paſſion, and then anſwer'd me as near as I can 
remember in theſe words, DEATH is a god in- 
dependant of our empire, we were all of us 
once ſubject to his laws; and all the colonies 
below owe their eſtabliſhment to him. Altho' 
he has no more to do with us, altho* we don't 


fear him, yet we reſpect him, and look upon 


him as a benefactor, who gives us ſome com- 
fort for our miſeries, by the numbers he ſends 
us every hour. Abſolute ſovereign in that em- 
ployment, which he has exerciſed ſince ever 
there were men upon earth, he cannot be diſ- 
turbed in his office. His ſharp ſcythe when 
once rais'd never ſtrikes in vain, and our mo- 
narch himſelf dares not pretend to oppoſe his 


unalterable will. This young beauty, for whom 


you are ſo much concerned, is worthy of your 
compaſſion. She really deſerves more eſteem 
for her pcrſonal qualities, than for her riches 
and beauty, But unchangeable fate commands 
her to quit this life, no doubt from a conſi- 
deration of the mother's. avarice, which muſt be 
puniſhed by the loſs of her dear child. Cup Ip 
with regret ſees her quit this earth; he had 
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formed great defigns on her; and it is certain 
| ſhe would have been preſerved, if it were in 
his power or mine to ſtop the ſeythe, ready to 
cut the thread of her life. 

But let us enter this houſe, ſays As T A- 
ROTH, I have another fight to ſhow you. I 
am here expected with impatience, altho' the 
miracle which I ſhall work does not deſerve 
great commendation, We went in, and I per- 
ceiv'd a young perſon of the ſame age with the 
other we had lately quitted, tho” not fo hand- 
ſome; but ſhe was in ſo pitiful a condition, that 
I was in great doubt if ASTAROTH could do 
her any ſervice. The ſmell from her body was 
worſe than that of a dead carcaſe, all the phy- 
ſicians had given her over, and her death was 
expected as a happy deliverance from all her 
pain, Beſides, the loſs of her would have been 
very inconſiderable; ſhe was neither an only 
child, nor a rich heireſs 5 but ſhe was come of 
honeſt parents, who would leave nothing un- 
tried to preſerve her, tho” they had no hopes 
of her recovery. ASTAROTH had no ſooner 
examined her caſe, but he exclaimed againſt the 
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: Ignorance of the phyſicians, who had treated 
= her quite wrong: he told the parents he would 

| be reſponſible for her cure, and was as good as 
his word, 
As this cure was certainly one of thoſe which 


did him the moſt honour ; you have reaſon to 
congratulate me ſays ASTAROTH as I was be- 
ginning my compliments, for it would have 
been a loſs to us if this pretty girl had died 

| Rb 2 | | und. | 
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under the hands of my brethren, Cup ip is 
going to play his tricks with her: you'll ſoon 
hear talk of her conqueſts. After ſubjecting 
lier to his laws during her youth, he'll deliver 
her up to the yoak of HYMEN. In her old age 
ſhe will have two husbands, and triumph o'er 
the malice of all her ſex, who ſhall attempt to 
blacken her reputation. 

But there's a monk, cryed I, ſeeing in a 
neighbouring houſe a tall meagre pale fellow, 
whoſe body ſmelled ſtrong of a gown. What 
would you have me do? I muſt cure him, fays 
ASTAROTH, tho' the earth ſwarms with 
ſuch cattle, If no monks were admitted into 
the order under threeſcore years of age, we 
| ſhould not ſee ſo many churches robbed. This 
vermin ſwarms every where, even in the coun- 
tries where they are abhorred. But allowing them 
this liberty of travelling abroad, ſince they leave 
their gown with their convent, there are ſome 
of them ſo inſpired by a falſe zeal, or led by 
intereſt, as to hazard their necks by endeavour- 
ing to raiſe the credit of their order, and mak- 
ing uſe of the leaft change that happens in the 
countries whither they are ſent. In due time 
I may tell you ſome ſecret myſterics of this af- 
fair. Perhaps it will divert you to obſerve 
the Eccleſiaſties under the appearance of 
tradeſmen and merchants. The monk you 


now ſee is none of that ſort, He is a man of 


gallantry, and my particular friend, who find- 


ing himſelf too much confined in the cloyſter, 


threw a-ſide his gown, Do you ſee how _ 
hie 


22e BY gs 


Ly. He hos 


2 2 mie wil, 


V , / A OO. 


2 S&T ww T 


—. IS, 


* 


Q i @ 1 


* 


1 eo my 
— 


2 


18 


The Devil turn'd Hermit, 6x 


his apartments are furniſhed ; the cakes, jellys, 
and the fineſt and richeſt wines are but ſmall 
marks of the eſteem and gratitude of a hand- 
ſome rich widow, who has an affection to his 
perſon, What I ſhall now tell you will make 
you own that all this extraordinary care is but 
a ſmall acknowledgment for the great and ma- 
ny ſervices he has done her. But let us go ſec 
the good woman, ſhe lives nigh this place. You 
ſee her there, is ſhe not handſome ? Has ſhe not 
reaſon to be afflicted, when ſhe conſiders that 
ſhe owes her birth to a love intrigue, and yet 
| ſees herſelf mother of four ugly children. By 
chance ſhe fell acquainted with this reverend 
father TAPPEDRA, and finding him a know- 
ing perſon, ſhe made him her father confeſſor, 
and intruſted him with all her vexations, 
TAPPEDRA was then in perfect health, and 
did not let flip this opportunity of becoming the 
chief manager of the widow's affairs. Form an 
agreeable chit- chat he proceeded toſ toying with 
her. All that the widow required of him was 
to keep within the bounds of medeſty with her, 
and take care of her character in publick. The 
gallant: proniiſed all ſhe defired ; but he kept 
his word no longor, than was neceſſary to make 
himſelf maſter of her conſcience, as he already 
was of her affection, Then without mincing 
the matter he repreſented to her the unjuſtice 
of her proceeding, and the little credit ſhe had 
in the world from her ugly children, The 
monk choſe a proper time to diſplay his ela- 
quence, The conſtitution of the widow fa- 
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voured him. Then all reſiſtance became weak, 
reflection for ſook her, and ſhe yielded to his ſo- 
licitations. That prince of our empire, who 
is here known by the name of the god of love, 
preſided over their pleaſures. The couragious 
TAPPE DRA, maintained the fight, till he had 
put a ſufficient garriſon into the place. Unfor- 
tunately the lady took too much delight in this 
diverſion. TAP PEDRA was obliged to begin 
it ſo often, that it has reduced him to the con- 
dition you now ſaw him in. But thanks to my 
skill, and the care of the widow, he is now 
out of all danger. He will very ſoon have the 


pleaſure of ſeeing himſelf father of a beautiful 


child, and perhaps husband of a fine woman, 
- whoſe riches are more valuable in his eyes, than 
the beauties of her perſon. 

I am ſorry for the poor ugly children, ſays I 
to my guide, I am anxious to know what will 
become of them. No doubt their money will 
go to the monk's offspring, if he don't ſpend it 


before they are old enough to enjoy it. No 


matter, anſwered my friend, theſe children have 
a grandfather a worthy and a rich man who 
will take care of them, that father TAPPE- 
DR A ſhall not be able to hurt them. 

But let us croſs this ſquare, ſaid the doctor z 
'T will remain inviſible to ſhow you a pitiful 
fight, that muſt move your compaſion. Let us 
enter this houſe, go into that room, and obſerve 
the old man ready to expire, He is maſter of 
all this family, whom you ſee in tears around 
him. Old as he is, his diſeaſe is principally 
e e o ccaſioned 
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occaſioned by vexation, and that welt founded. 
He has laboured very diligently all his life to bring 
up his children, and pinched himſelf to give 


them education; he is now reduced to ſee all 


his effects and furniture ſeized by his mercileſs 
creditors. What he owes is ſuch a trifle, that 
the pooreſt of his relations could relieve him 
without miſſing it. All his relations and ac- 
quaintance pity him, but none of them aſſiſt 


him in his neceſſity. To morrow they will 


ſeize his goods, they will even be ſo hard heart- 
ed as to take away the bed on which he lyes, and 
the poor wretch muſt expire in a few days. 
Pray, Mr As TAROT EH, that patience and 
calmneſs, which appears in the advices he gives 
to his children, is it natural to him, or only the 


effect of the weakneſs of his body? No, an- 


ſwered my guide: that patience which you 


| admire, is a virtue, which he has acquired by 


ſtudying himſelf, and the nature of his exiſ- 
tence, It is good for our empire, that very few 
follow his examples; elſe our honeſt ferry man 
CHARON might fleep his belly full, and live 
as idle, as a ſpaniſh lord, | 

Is it poſſible, cried I, that there ſhould be ſo 
little compaſſion and ſympathy among men of 
the ſame family, connected by the cloſeſt ties of 
blood ! Shall virtue always remain oppreſt ! No: 
it ſhall never be ſaid, that I ſaw ſo worthy a 


man periſh, when it was in my power to re- 


lieve him. I was putting my hand into my 
purſe to take out the ſum he owed ; when As- 
TAROTH caught hold of my arm, What are 
ae TR you 
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you going to do ſaid he? You muſt know Sir, 
that while I am with you, you muſt not do any 
thing, that I can not do my ſelf. Such an 
action from you would fall on my head, and 
coſt me very dear, Come, let us begone from 
a place, where I have already ftaid too long ; 
beſides it grows late: and ſince this old man hay 
been ſuch a fool, as to be ſnapt up by his cre- 
ditors, I'll ſhow you a cunning fellow, that 
loves his caſe too well, to let himſelf be caged 
like a mag-pye. | | 
This here is his houſe, you ſee how buſy he 
is in making up his parcels, His family is gone 
before, and he won't ſtay long after them. 
Some body knocks at the door, he's afraid, he 
has reaſon to ſuſpect it is ſome of his creditors, 
' who have got notice of his deſign, and are come 
to ſtop him. It really is ſo. He thinks him- 
felf undone ; but obſerve that. generous barber, 
who has promiſed to aſſiſt him; obſerve how 
he comforts him, he puts out the candle, hides 
him in the cellar, and puts the porters behind 
the door, which ke opens to the creditors, 
Where is Mr Trx1cxum ? Faith, gentlemen, 
anſwers the clowniſh barber, I fancy Mr 
TRICKUM was afraid of being nabbed ; he 
has even given us the flip, and I am in for a 
ood round ſum. I ſuppoſe he's in your debt too; 
aith, take my advice: I'm packing up ſome- 
thing to make good my loſs ; do you the ſame: 
let us go thro' the houſe, and divide what's left, 
which I am afraid is no great matter : but ſome- 


thing is better than nothing. Here take you 
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this candleftick, and I ſhall take theſe ſnuffers, 


and this pair of pincers. Come let us make 
haſte, and ming, our buſineſs without any noiſe. 

No ſooner ſaid than done. The creditors run 
up ftairs, the barber follows; and in the mean 
time Mr Frx1cxumM with his porters well 
loaded, march clear off the premiſes, Let them 
go ſaid my guide, I knew they'll get off ſafe. 
But here's a new ſcene which deſerves your 


attention, Do you know why the creditors 


who went in with fo melancholly a countenance, 


appear now ſo joyful at their coming out, I 
ſuppoſe, ſays I, they found more goods than was 
ſufficient to make up their loſs. Right, anſwer- 
ed my guide. 'They can't contain themſelves 


for joy. Yet they won't be able to make a 


proper uſe of their good fortune. They all 
want the fame pieces of furniture. After ſome 
debate, you ſee they are at laſt come to an 
agreement, But obſerve the cunning barber, 
how he gets off under pretence of fetching a 
cart, and fo leaves them a prey. You hear the 
clock: it ſtrikes ten. They know very well 
that it is not allow'd to carry bundles through 
the ſtreets after that hour. No matter. They 
mind only their intereſt. They're reſolv'd to 
risk every thing, We'll follow them ſlowly. 
Tho! fear ſeems to have given them wings, 
yet we ſhall eaſily overtake them,  _ 
We had not gone four ſteps, before we heard 
the patrol call, who is there? Where are you 
going? Stop. Was not I in the right ſaid As- 
TAROTH, to tell you not to walk too faſt, 
you 
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you ſee how theſe ſcoundrels are caught in the 


net. If they were not citizens, they muſt po 
to priſon, but as it is they muſt paſs the night 
in the guard-houſe, where the ſoldiers at their 


expence will drink continuance to their folly, 


Thus theſe blockheads will not only loſe the 
goods they had carried off, and their dividend 
with the reſt of the creditors, but will reckon 
themſelves happy to efcape with a ſmall fine, 
as a reward for want of cunning. They are 
now in good hands, and we'll leave em 
there, 5 

Near this place there lodges a poor French- 
man ready to expire for want. Altho' I can 
do nothing for him, yet I have a mind you 
ſhould ſee him. There is his landlord and land- 
lady, true barbarians, incapable of pity. Let 
us go up to the ſick perſons chamber. Look 
te his bed, his ſhcets are almoſt as black as the 


pall which will cover him in a few days. You 


ſee theſe furnaces, alembic's, lamps, crucibles, 
microſcopes, teleſcopes, burning-glaſſes, theſe 


compaſſes and other mathematical inſtruments ; 


Theſe books of ARA BIC, CHINESE, HE- 


BREW, GREEK as well as the modern lan- 


guages: theſe ſtudies ſo engag'd his attention that 
he forgot to take any care of his body. Not- 
withſtanding all this, he has not got money to 
buy one meſs of broth. His acquaintances are 
not able to give him any aſſiſtance. 

Obſerve that man coming in, that's his book- 
ſeller, who before his ſickneſs, was upon terms 
with him to print a book of his compoſing. The 
bookſeller, 
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bookſeller, who knows this man's neceſlity, comes 
to offer him money, and he could not come in 


a more proper time, But what's this, cry'd I, 

don't my ears deceive me ? The dying man re- 
fuſes to take the money, and demands a parcel 
of books inſtead of it. What uſe ean he make 
of books in his preſent condition? Alas, reply'd 
As TAROT E, this poor philoſopher” s mind is 
more afflicted than his body, He is a bigot to 


chemiſtry, and has taken it in his head to ſearch 


for the phyloſopher's ſtone, He firmly believes 
all the ſtories he has read of the Roſicrucians, 
and hopes like them to attain to immortality, 


and perpetual youth without any of the weak-. 


neſſes and wants which are inſeparable from 
human nature. Behold he breathes his laſt : 


he's gone, let us retire. Tho' I am a devil, 


I can't be inſenſible of his misfortunes. He was 
born to be happy. His noble birth, joyn'd to 
his great knowledge, and the excellent qualities 


of his mind, ſeem'd to promiſe him a better for- 


tune, I'II tell you his hiſtory | in the following 
chapter. g 


c HAP. VI. 


Containing the hiſtory of the unfortunate Mr 


1 


17 be well born, ſays As TAROTH to me, 
has net always thoſe advantages we are apt 

to imagine; and with regard to tis FO 
that 
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that very circumſtance has greatly contributed 
to make him unhappy. He was not only de- 
ſcended from one of the moſt illuſtrious and rich- 
eſt families of Brittany, but was early poſſeſt of 
thoſe qualities, which we look upon with parti- 
cular admiration when they are inherent in the 
great, — At an age when young men of quality 
for the moſt part ſtudy nothing ſo much as the 
gratification of their ſenſual paſſions, he apply'd 
himſelf to thoſe arts, which were ſuitable to his 
rank and quality. Before he was twenty years 
of age, he was reckoned a moſt accompliſhed 

* ; and gained the approbation of every 
one, who could diſtinguiſh true merit, But nei- 
ther could his noble birth, nor the vaſt riches of 
his family, ſecure him againft a fate, which was 
the more to be lamented, as his perſonal virtues 
made him worthy of a much better, An inconſide- 
rate zeal proved his greateſt crime. The love of 
his country, that paſſion ſo deeply imprinted in 
the minds of men, which in all ages has merited 
the eſteem, and commanded the approbation of 
the greateſt men; this, I ſay, has been to him a 
fatal virtue: and what ought to have raiſed him 
to the greateſt pitch of glory, and loaded him 
with riches and honour, has proved the ſource 
of all his misfortunes, So true is it, that even 
virtue has its particular time when it can appear 
with luſtre; and that bad ſucceſs cauſes an action 
to be looked upon as criminal, which is underta- 
r. upon the moſt noble and generous prin- 
ciples, 
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You know, continued my hiſtorian, in what 


manner, after the death of the greateſt monarch 


that ever filled the throne of France, the firſt 
prince of the blood ſeized the reins of govern- 
ment, and got himſelf made regent, againſt 
the expreſs will of the deceaſed monarch. At 
firſt his government ſeemed the happieſt. 
that could poſſibly be; but the troubles this 
prince found the kingdom involved in, requi- 


red ſuch violent remedies, as could not be ap- 
proved of by all.—Several provinces made re- 


monſtrances againſt taxes, as exorbitant, and 
levied with as much rigour, as in the hotteſt 
time of a warz and among them, the people 
of Brittany in particular, who have the love of 
liberty deeply riveted in their hearts; and eſpe- 
cially as they faw their revenues not only under 
the management of perſons, they had no power 
to call to an account, but ſquandered away by 
the bad conduct of ſuch as had the direction of 
them; while at the ſame time they were ſo 
drained by the number of taxes, one after ano- 
ther, that it was entirely out of their power 
any longer to anſwer the demands of the court. 


They reſolved to conſider among themſelves of 


proper expedients to remove theſe calamities 
that oppreſſed them. But ſcarce were the 
Rates ſummoned, when they received an arret 
which diſfclved them. — To this indignity, 


which the people of Brittany looked upon as 


levelled at their liberty and privileges, the 
court added yet others. Not content with re- 


wers 
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were troops quartered in their ſeveral provinces, 
and themſelves treated as rebels. 

It is true, the hardſhips they ſuffered, were 
| nber very violent, nor of long continuance, 
The duke regent became immediately ſenſib le, 
bow little conſiſtent it was with his intereſt, to 
come to extremities with à ſet of noblemen, 
the moſt conſiderable of all the kingdom; 80 
that matters were immediately made up again, 
They could not however. forget ſuch rough 
and inſulting uſage, that ſhewed them in what 
manner they might at ſome time or other be 
forced to bend to the yoke; they were all in ge- 
neral under the moſt terrible conſternation, the 
noblemen deeply reſented it, and the greateſt 
part of them, in order to avoid a danger that 
ſtill ſcemed to threaten them, without heſitati- 
an who had adreſs enough. to make uſe 
of the opportunity. — This miniſter ruled abſo- 
lutely in one of the moſt powerful kingdoms of 
Eu ROPE; he owed his advancement to his 
intrigues ; and ever watchful of all opportunities 
to aggrandize himſelf, he had projected a ſcheme 
to undermine the duke, and get the regency 
of FRANCE into the hands of the king his ma- 
ſter.— And however rediculous; or exravagant 


ſuch a project may appear, it was ſo far adyan- 


ced, that it was on the point of being carried 
into execution, when they were betray ed in, all 
their deſigns by one of the conſpirators. Upon 
which a Spaniſh. gentleman of diſtinction, was 
5 _ up at rs with ſeveral packets vim 
im, 
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him, directed to his ambaſſador.— This gentle- 
man, who was an eccleſiaſtick, pleaded in 
vain the privileges of his character and the 
law of nations; he was obliged to ſubmit to be 
ſearched as they pleaſed, and to give up his let- 
ters; which diſcovered the intrigues of the Spaniſh 
miniſter, and at the ſame time laid open the 


whole ſcene of the conſpiracy ſo plainly, that 


they found even the very names of thoſe people 
of diſtinction that were engaged in it. 


Noblemen, prelates, ſenators, officers, ec- 


cleſiaſticks and entire orders of religieux, 


were found to be accomplices; the people of 
Brittany were at the head of all ; the names of 
almoſt all the gentlemen of the country were in 
aregiſter, and among. the reft was this unfortu- 


nate gentleman who has juſt now expired, altho* 


he was then but very young.— The whole body 


of nobility of his country, had looked upon 


him as a fit perſon to diſcharge the office of 
ſecretary in a matter of ſuch vaſt conſequence. 
He went backwards and forwards, and was no 
leſs regarded among foreigners than in his own 
country, "ot 

The plot thus diſcovered ; ſome of the lead- 


ing perſons were put under arreft ; others were 
fortunate enough to fave themſelves by flight; 


but the manner of this gentleman's eſcape, we 


are ſpeaking of, is perhaps as extraordinary as 


ever happened. Having reccived timely notice 
from the Marquis de Po N TH ALLE, one of the 
heads of the conſpiracy, they reſolved both of 


them to equip themſelves in the habit of monks, 


Nothing 
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Nothing could be more agreeable to this gentle - 
man, for as he had for a long time been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a Carmelite's habit, he had made ſe- 
veral trips to Spain, under that diſguiſe ; and 
the miniſter who adviſed him to this, had like- 
wiſe obliged him to take the vows in due form; 
and the gentleman had made uſe of the habit 
in a convent of that order in France and on 
ſeveral other occaſions, as the buſineſs he was 
engaged in made it neceſſary. This ſtratagem 
had been ſo much the more uſeful to him, as 
he was a perfe&t maſter of Latin and Spaniſh, 
and had very artfully pretended upon the road 
an intire ignorance of the French.—But it was 
not ſo with the Marquis, an officer of merit; 
he knew nothing but what belonged to war, 
and for this reaſon, his companion was obliged 
to ſerve him as a guide and interpreter : an of- 
fice ſo much the more dangerous, as the lives 


of both depended on the ſucceſs they ſhould 


have in making their eſcape. 
Theſe gentlemen, thus diſguiſed, had got 
clear of ſeveral dangers, and thought themſelves 
now quite ſecure, having but a few miles more 
to bring them into the Spaniſh territories, when 
theMarquisdeMonT Cc A LL E was diſcovered 
a ſergeant, who had ſerved him as a domeſtick a 
few years before, and had been diſcharged his 
ſervice for misbehaviour, This raſcal, ſeeing his 
old maſter in the diſguiſe of a monk, and ſuſ- 
pecting the perſon that he ſaw with him, to be 
one of his ſervants diſguiſed likewife, had them 
both taken up. — Here all the addreſs Mr L— 
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was maſter of ſignified nothing, neither his flu- 
ency in Latin and Spaniſh, nor his being in reli- 

tous orders availed him any thing with a pitiful 
23 who could not ſo much as read, and 
ſcarce underſtood the miſerable jargon of his own 
country. Even gold it ſelf, that moſt prevailing 


argument, loſt its effect with a raſcal, who re- 


membered the treatment he had juſtly deſerved, 
and thought of nothing but revenge. 
Theſe pretended monks were obliged to ap- 
pear before the intendant of the place, who, 
tho” other ways a man of honour, yet could not 
help acting according to the directions of the 
court, tho' againſt his inclinations; as the af- 
fair in leſs than a quarter of an hour was known. 
all over the town. „ 
The marquis looking on his fate as inevit- 
able, reſolved to bear it like a man of courage. 
Cooly expecting the approaches of death, he 
reſolved to ſave his unfortunate companion, --- 
When the intendant ordered them to be car- 
ried to the caſtle; Sir, ſays the marquis, take 
care, if you pleaſe, not to confound one perſon 
with another ; if the unjuſt ſuſpicions of m 
enemies have obliged me to diſguiſe myſelf in 
order to my eſcape, he, who is my companion, 
is not in the ſane circumſtances. ---He is a 
ſpaniſh eccleſiaſtick, who believing me to be 
what I pretended, was willing out of charity to 
be my guide.-He came not into France without 
leave from his ſuperior, and a paſsport from his 
court; ſo it would be a piece of injuftice t) 
make him ſuffer for my misſortunes.— The 
pore] 7" noble 
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noble and open manner the marquis expreſſed 


himſelf in, had the deſired effect upon the go- 
vernor; he ſuſpended” his orders, and imagin- 


ing he had formerly ſeen this young monk, 


aſked him a great manyqueſtions. 

This gentleman poſſeſſed a greatneſs of ſou], 
equal to his noble friend. Generous beyond 
example; he would have choſe certain death, 


rather than have tryed an expedient, which, if 


it had miſcarried, muſt have ſullied his repu- 
tation and glory. -- His honour prompted him 


either to ſave the marquis, or to die with him; 


and as the one could not take place, the other 
did not at all affright him.---But ſeeing his un- 


| fortunate friend intereſt himſelf for his preſer- 
vation at fo critical a juncture, he durſt not 


contradict him ; on the contrary, thinking him- 
ſelf obliged to maintain, what fo affectionate a 
friend ſaid in his favour, he acquitted himſelt 
ſo handſomly, and brought ſo many evident 
proofs,” as were indiſputable, --- Among other 
things, he took out of his pocket-book a paſs- 


port ſipned by the governor himſelf, who after 


examining it, remembered he had ſeen this 
young clergyman, and * him the paſsport 
upon his coming into France. - This paſsport 
then, and the one he had from his own court, 
with the permiſſion of his ſuperior, quite 
cleared him from all ſuſpicion.- The intendant 
only ſpoke to him ſmartly upon his ſuſpected 
conduct, and ordered him to quit the place 
immediately.---Altho' his grief for his friend 


was greater than the joy he felt upon being li- 


berate 
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berate himſelf; yet he did not expoſe himſelf 
to the danger of being taken up a ſecond time, 
which might have put an end to his days; 
therefore quickly got into a place of Ny + 
ain; 


When he was arrived at the court of 


they received him the more kindly and affecti- 


onately, as they had heard of his arreſt, and 


had given him up for loſt, --- The miniſter 


heard him with pleaſure give an account of his 
adventure; and as it was himſelf had firſt put 


him upon making uſe of this diſguiſe, he was 


the more intereſted in the conſequences of it,-- 


Equally charmed with the marquis's generoſity, 


the preſence of mind of the other, he em- 


and 
3 Mace him, and promiſed to provide for him; 


and as a mark of his favour, he immediately 
gave him a company of foot, and made him a 
preſent of a thouſand piaſters; a very great in- 


ſtance of kindneſs, but what almoſt all thoſe ex- 


perienced, who were concerned in the con- 
ſpiracy, and had the good luck to get inta 
Spain ; for the miniſter deſigned to m 


upon at a pinch ; but his diſgrace happened too 
ſoon to give them an opportunity to ſhew their 


gratitude, Happily his fall did not include in its 


conſequences any but himſelf, and was managed 
in fuch a manner as to let the powers concerned 
underſtand, that the king of Spain aCted by ne- 
ceſſity and for the good of the common canſe. 

TI hoſe of the conſpiracy were treated with the 


ſame regard and diſtinction, and advanced ac- 
cording to their wet our gentleman in par- 


2 ticular, 


1 them. 
all his creatures, and whom he might depend 
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ticular, in conſideration of his deſerts, got a 
colonel's brevet; and his good fortune would 
not have ſtopped there, had not an unhappy af- 
fair obiged him to quit a country where he 
could no longer -find a place of refuge. --- As 
he enjoyed ſuperior excellencies of body as well 
as bf he never came to court, but he was 
admired : The ladies in particular obſerved in 
him a gallant and noble air, beyond what was 
to be found in any Spaniard ; ſeveral endeavour- 
ed to gain his a7 5 and ſome gave him 
plain enough hints, how eaſy it would be for 
him to make his fortune, --- But love, always 
determined by its own particular inclination 
and caprice, fixcd him otherways. --- This 
diſpoſer of hearts determined the chevalier 
in favour of a rich heireſs, who was as nobly 


born, as ſhe was remarkable for beauty, ---'She 


was reckoned the moſt accompliſhed lady in all 
Madrid; but, unfortunately for him, he Was 
not the only one that was captivated with the 
charms of this lovely object. Among the 
number of her adorers, an Italian thought him- 


ſelf ſure of her in defiance of all the reſt ; he 


was a man genteel in his perſon, but the ho- 
. Nour. he had to be related to the queen, and 
the advantages he enjoyed by that, made him 
take ſo much upon him, that he could not bear 
a rival in -any my --- The pretenſions Mr. 
L---- made to this lady, ſeemed to him pre- 
ſumptuous, and he explained himſelf to him, 
but with ſo much haughtineſs, and in words ſo 


diſagreeable, that the other demanded fatis- 


faction 
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faction of him, and ma le him dravs that inſtant, 
-The Italian had both courage and ſkill, nor 
was the other inferior to him in either; fo 
that the diſpute was a long while doubtful, and 
both of them were wounded ; but after they 
had fought about a quarter of an hour, the 
Italian fell, having received a mortal wound, 
However this gentleman had no ſooner diſ- 
patched his adverſary, but he was immediately 
ſenſible to what danger his victory expoſed him. 
---- He well knew that the queen, engaged 
by the ties of blood to reſent the death of 
bim he had killed, would conſult nothing but 
how. to. revenge it, and would be inexorable; 


ſo that he imagined himſelf under a neceſſity to 


provide for his ſafety by flight ; but as he could 
not get away immediately, by reaſon of his 
wounds, he was obliged to put that off till h: 
recovered, which made his misfortune {till th: 
more certain and unavoidable, --- He not, only 
ſaw all the pains his friends took for him inet- 
fectual, but at the fame time had the mortifi- 
cation to underſtand, that it was in vain for 
him ever to think more of the amiable objec] 
of his wiſhes, --- This virtuous lady, conſider- 
ing ſhe had been the cauſe of the Italian's death, 
and the misfortunes it was likely to bring upon 


her lover, had, in deſpair, ſhut her ſelf up in 


a convent, and already taken the vows.-- W hat- 
ever pains his friends could take, they never 
could perſwade her to receive a letter from 
him ; all that could be obtained of her was a de- 
claration, that ſhe did not act out of reſentment; 
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that the Italian, as he had been the aggreſſor, 2 
had brought upon himſelf that fatal accident Ke 
which had ended his days ; that ſhe had an ba 
eſteem for the ſurviving gentleman, and had FF 
even look'd upon him as one that was to have 15 
been her huſband; but as ſhe faw that 
would be now impoſlible, ſhe had reſolved to |M © 
| paſs the reſt of her days in a retirement from 5 
the world; and added, that ſhe hoped the gen- be 
tleman had taken proper meaſures to ſecure WM _ 
himſelf againſt the reſentment of the court ; By 6 
that if he had not, ſhe deſired him to do it, the fu 
rather, as it was the only thing of worldly con- + 
_ cerns ſhe had now at heart, and the only piece TS 3X 
of news ſhe could hear with pleaſure. | Wy 
All theſe marks of eſteem and affection from Sx 
his miſtreſs could not comfort him for the loſs | 4 
of her. Regardleſs of the reſentment of the T 
court, he did not think himſelf aggrieved -in _ 
any thing, but the reſolution of his cruel and 8 
lovely miſtreſs; he attempted ſeveral times to 1 
tear off his bandages by that means to put an a 
end to a life, which was now inſupportable,-- _ 
However, the affiduous care of his friends, by ha 
little and little, aſſwaged his grief; his reaſon got 8 
the better, and he began to think how he ſhould ph 
get away from a country that had been ſo un- 1 
fortunate for him, and where his life was in | 
danger, --- He got to Portugal in the diſguiſe | 7 
of a ſailor; but as this was too near the ſcene | 5 
of his former misfortunes, he ſtayed no longer i 2 
{ than he had a convenient opportunity of getting E 5 
; at a farther diſtance, -- He went to Conſtanti- 19 


nople, 
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nople, where he found an uncle greatly in fa- 
vour with the Grand Seignor, and who recei- 


ved him kindly, making uſe of all his intereſt 


to advance him, 

It was impoſſible for any man to find a more 
favourable opportunity to amaſs wealth, or 
gain glory and reputation: He was immedi- 
ately madg engineer, a poſt of great honour 
and profit ; his capacity was put to the proof, 


and his talents admired, ſo that his fortune 


would have been made without diſpute ; when 
the whim took him to quit the ſervice all of a 
ſudden, and to come back again into the heart of 
Europe, without any other view but to diſpel 
his melancholy by travelling, or to ſeek for 
death, which ' looked upon as the only means 
that could end his grief. --- He went aboard a 
veſſel deſigned for one of the northern countries. 
The ſhip was almoſt at the end of the voyage, 
and the ſailors rejoiced at the ſight of the port 
when a ſudden and dreadful tempeſt chang 
their joy into ſadneſs, --- He alone was uncon- 
cerned, even in thoſe terrible circumſtances, 
men are commonly in, who find themſelves in 
bodily health, and yet expect death every mo- 
ment. The ſtorm ſtill continued fo violent, 
and the ſhip was ſo ſhattered, that the captain 
and the crew were obliged to abandon her to 
the mercy of the waves. It was to no purpoſe 
they deſired him to come along with them, and 
take a place in the boat ; as he was not afraid 
of death, he reſolved to wait for it 1 
I 


indeed he would not have waited Jong, it Pro- 
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vidence, that rules upon the waters as well. as 
land, had not interpoſed for his preſcrvation, 


The boat was ſcarce gone off, when the ſhip 


broke into a thouſand pieces ; at that, his for- 


mer ſteddineſs forfaking him, he did what every 
one does who is like to be drown'd ; laid hold 


of the firſt plank he found under him, and was 


' accordingly toſſed up and down without know- 


ing where he was or what he was doing, till 
at laſt ſtretched out upon the plank, which he 


kept faſt hold of, he was thrown near the ſhore, 


where he was taken up for dead. It was hap- 
py for him that his drefs tempted the people to 


{trip him; they went to work immediately, 


and took his purſe, his watch, and ſome jewels ; 
and as they were going to take off his clothes, 
they found that he was not quite dead. Not- 
withſtanding he was thus uſed, they had huma- 
nity enough to endeavour to recover him; after 
making him diſcharge a vaſt quantity of water, 


they carried him to an inn, where, with the 


help of a great fire and ſome liquor, they brought 
him to himſelf ; and a few days after he got off 
with the loſs of his money, and ſome other ef- 
fects; but the recovery of his health appeared 
the more miraculous, as there was not one ſaved 
of all who had gone into the boat; it was over- 
ſet by the ſame blaſt of wind, which had made 
the ſhip founder; and all of them were ſwal- 
lowed up by the waves in the ſight of the peo- 
ple on ſhore, without their being able to give 


them the leaſt aſhiſtance, 


Who 
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Who would have imagined but that a per- 
fon Providence had preſerved in ſuch a manner, 
had been reſerved for great things? Notwith-' 
ſtanding, ever ſince that fortunate deliverance, 
this gentleman paſs'd his days in a languiſhing 
inſignificancy; he was altogether taken up in 
the purſuit of vain ſtudies, which have been a 
real diſadvantage to him, as they never were of 
any ſervice to the publick; and was ſo far gone 
in this diſeaſe, that he ſpent all his time and 

money about them: You yourſelf was witneſs 
how far this frenzy had carried him, when a 
ſew hours before his death, when he was in 
want of every thing, he preferred à parcel of 
books, he had no manner of occaſion for, to 
money, which might have been of uſe to him. 

I was unwilling to interrupt As T ARO TH 
in the recital of a hiſtory J liſtened to with ſo 

much pleaſure; when he had done, I aſked. 
him whether this unfortunate gentleman was 
known in. the place, ſeeing he was abandoned 
in ſuch a manner? - Known! ſays he, ay, 
he was known well enough, and at this very 
moment certain perſons are endeayouring ta 
relieve him, but they go on ſo ſlowly that it 

will be giving him phyſiek after he is dead, 

Having thus ſpoke, this evil ſpirit put ouf 
the candle, and immediately I faw upon thy. 
wall of my chamber, a phantom I imagined te 
be alive, and which put me in a mortal fright, , 
What, ſays this devil to me, did you never 
ſee a magick-lanthorn, that you are ſo terribly , 
afraid at the ſight of a phantom? Don't be un⸗ 
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eaſy, but view attentively what you ſee: 
My fear abated upon this, and I began to con- 
ſider the image; it repreſented to the life a 


large man plainly dreſſed, whom I thought 1 
k not this, ſays I, that jolly goodly 


knew, --- 

rior Don MERxLUAno, who has got ſo fat a 
zenefice, that they ſay he would notexchange it 
for a biſhoprick? The very ſame, anſwered 
As TAROT R, lighting the candles, and cauſing 
the figure to diſappear. --- You muſt know, 
continued he, that this good prior is the de- 
ceaſed's countryman, gave himſelf out for his 
chief ſupporter, and was hardly a day without 


ſeeing him. He was perpetually offering the 


gentleman his ſervice, and even his money, 
which the other conſtantly refuſed; till being 


at laſt forced by neceſſity, he received a proof 
how little dependance one ought to have upon 


333 of friendſhip from ſome people. 


he gentleman had ſcarce ſpoke about the ne- 
ceſſity he had for a little money, when this 


Jolly prior pleaded his poverty in a few words, 


eft him under pretence of preſſing buſineſs, 


and never came to ſee him ſince. 


And is this all, replied I, you have to tell 
me of him ? Upon my word, Mr, Ax r ARO TR, 
ou had no need to be at the pains of uſhering 


in your ſtory with ſo much ſolemnity as to ſhew 


the image of the prior; the manner he acted 
in, with regard to this unhappy gentleman, 
is what ſo often happens in the world, that, in 
my opinion, none are ignorant how precarious 
ſuch declarations of friendſhip are, but _ 

4 +4, | | who 
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friends to the trial, --- But confeſs, ſays I, did 
not you do this to have a little diverſion at m 
ſurpriſe, which you know I can't conceal ? 
not this one of your hocus-pocus tricks? Why, 
ſays he, I'll own to you, that I intended it to 
accuſtom you to my company, and that you 
ſhould not be afraid of any thing whilſt I am 


by: beſides, theſe tricks are ſo familiar to me, 
that you will probably ſee a good many more 


of them, according as the whim takes me. 


But it would be indiſcreet to detain you longer; 
it is time you ſhould repoſe your ſelf; go to 


bed, fleep quietly, and by to morrow you will 
be in a condition better to reliſh ſuch things as 
will agreeably entertain you, provided you be in 
a humour to be diverted, 
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ADVENTURES. 
Baniſh'd from Hell. £ 


B O O K. v. 


t. 

Where you vill ſee that the Dzv1L does 
never ſleep : With ſeveral other things 
not to be looked upon as Articles of Faith, 


mand, is not ſo great an advantage as 


T* have a DE vIIL always at one's com- 


ſome people imagine, who are very de- 


firous of having one in their ſervice. A 
bully, a gameſter, an aQtreſs, a ruined coun- 
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teſs, a mountebank, a gay young wife under 
the 
word, all thoſe who are obliged to have their 
ſervants in fee for ſecrecy, and pay them more 
than their wages in huſh-money, or ſuch as 
would keep an equipage, and bilk every one 


that truſts them; ſuch, I ſay, would find their 
account in having a familiar at command, who 


could render them inviſible whenever they had 
a mind, make ſome deaf, and others blind at 


' pleaſure, bring money whenever they were in 


want of it, and, in ſhort, ſerve as an univerſal 
pimp to all their pleaſures and lewdneſs.--- For 
my ſhare, as I was a poor lover; my meeting 
with ASTAROTH had given me an infin 
pleaſure; his gratitude to me had fixed him in 
my eſteem ; and the ſervices he had done me, 


made me look upon him as a moſt valuable 


friend, ſo that I was in pain for fear I ſhould 
ever loſe him; but theſe ſcurvy tricks he had 


lately ſerved me, began to make me think I 


had as much reaſon now to be afraid of him, 
as I had ever before to love him. 44 

He had ſcarce left me to myſelf, under pre- 
tence that I had need of reſt, when I began to 


ſuffer the moſt uneaſy reflections. I would 
have been content never to ſec him again, ſo 
much did I fear left he ſhould play me ſome new 


trick. However, my fears were vain, all my ap- 
prehenſions were diſpelled by a deep ſleep I fell 
nto, and nothing further happened to me from 
ASTAROTH, but upbraiding me a little when 


"he came to ſee me in the morning, which be 


did 
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tyranny of an old jealous huſband; in a 
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N * | 
did not fail to do punually according to his 


promiſe. _ e os 

Why ſhould you be afraid of me, ſays he 
among other things ? Have I not given you my 
word never to meddle with you, unleſs you 


firſt be the aggreſſor ? That's true, ſaid I, in a 


very humble manner; you have had all the 
reaſon in the world to do as you have done; 


however you cannot blame me, Sir, for an ap- 


prehenſion that is founded upon ſuch grounds as 


it is impoſſible I ſhould forget them; beſides, I 
cannot reflect on the extent of your power, with- 
out dreading the inconveniences. -- The fight of 
wild beaſts makes my fleſh creep, and a jeſt turns 
your ſtomach, ſaid he ſmiling ; well, come, I 


proteſt to you, on the word of a Devil, you 


_ ſhall never experience the effects of my power 


upon yourſelf, ſo long as you never meddle 


with me, and I never ſhould have uſed you in the 


manner I did, had it not been that thoſe of our 


ſpecies are under an indiſpenſible opt never 
to let ſlip an occaſion of revenging ourſe 


Ves, ==: 
| Beſides, when I appeared to you in the ſhape of 
- a hideous wolf, I intended to make you under- 
ſtand how much Signior TRIcoRNo was in the 
wrong ta retract from an excellent work which. 
he wrote upon the ftate of our ſouls. -- Nothing 
can be juſter than what he ſaid upon that ſub-- 
ject, before. he made this ſcandalous recanta- 
tion: We wander above, as well as below, 
and can take poſſeſſion of the bodies of beaſts 
as well as men; afterwards, I'll ſhew you ſome 
monſters whoſe bodies ſerve as a reſidence for 8 | 
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veral of my ſpecies, and you will eaſily be con- 
vinced of the truth of it, by examining the acti- 
ons of thoſe bodies they animate. | 
I could not help anſwering As r ARO TH up- 
on this, that I ſhould have taken his word for 
what he advanced without putting him to the 
trouble of paſſing into the body of an animal 
dreadful to every one ; but he interrupted me, 
in order to let me know what he had been en- 
tertained with, while I was aſleep, It was juſt 
break of day, and he made me take notice of 
a terrible noiſe and buſtle that happened in my 
neighbourhood : I told him, I thought ſomebody 
was Crying out fire, murder, my houſe is on 
fire, I ſhall be murdered ! Come to the place 
with me, ſays As TAROT H, and Pl! ſhew you 
a more outrageous madman than moſt of them. 
who are chained up in Bedlam. The place was 
juſt at hand, ſo we got there in. an inſtant, - 
where the firſt thing I ſaw was a young married 
woman in her {mock coming out at one of the 
windows and ſome charitable people afliſting and 
taking care of her : Juſt after her, came two 
gentlemen out at the ſame window, ſwearing 
and bluſtering as if they were out of humour, 
and one of them had his hand wrapped up in a 
handkerchief ſtained with blood; a man within 
did all he could to keep the watch from com- 
ing into the Houſe : His frightful wild looks, 
and the violent paſſion he was in, ſoon made 
me know who he was; this is no doubt that 
madman you talk'd of, ſays I to AS ARO TH. 
Ay, that prince of madmen, you ſhould ſays | 
299 e | * 
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ſays he fmiling : He's an impertinent brute, a 

hair-brained fellow incapable of reflection, and 
who, one would think, never did any thing but 
on purpoſe to be laughed at: He's the huſband, 
as the devil would have it, of this poor diſcon- 
ſolate creature, who has juſt now run away 
from him almoſt naked. -- Before his marriage, 
this woman-hater, haughty and impertinent, 
without ſenſe or education, never ſpoke of the 
fair - ſex, but with the utmoſt contempt, --- If 
you would have taken his word for it, there 
was no ſuch thing as a wife being modeſt and 
continent, or a young woman innocent and 
chaſte, --- Whenever he had occaſion to ſpeak 


of new Married people, he always affected to- 
talk of the woman as a widow, meaning by that 


expreſſion, that no man ſhould take a woman 


upon another footing. However, the time came 


that he changed his mind. --- Thoſe who were 
concerned to provide for this young lady you 


have ſeen, took a proper opportunity to ſpeak- 
ro this infatuated fellow. They hit upon his. 
humour, cryed up. the merit of the lady, and 
at laſt perſwaded him to aſk her in marriage. 


Matters were ſoon agreed upon, married he 


was in due form, and what is more, to a lady 


he did not think of taking as a widow. 


Married folks have indeed their days of plea- | 
ſure, but that is a bleſſing only attends them, 


who view that ſtate of life in it's true light, 
and determine their choice with judgment and 


diſcretion, --- The marriage of our Old Batche- 


lor being the effect of a whimſical caprice, and 
Wn occa- 
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occaſioned by the ſollicitations of thoſe whoſe 
friendſhip was advantageous to him, his ſurly 
out of the way humour ſoon ſhewed itſelf, 
and. he looked upon his wife in the ſame light 
he did all the reſt of the ſex. An unfortunate 
accident put the finiſhing ſtroke to every 
thing. He was not nine weeks married, when 
his charming ſpouſe miſtaking her reckoning, 
made him a preſent of two fine boys ſooner than 
he expected one. SENEBLAS, for that is his 
name, aſtoniſhed to ſee the fruits of Hymen fo 
long before the time, publiſhed his ſhame and 
diſgrace every where, and unluckily for him, 
moſt people believed it and laughed at him, --- 
In ſhort, after a deal of noiſe and bluſter, which 
all recolled upon himſelf, thoſe who had made 
up the match came to him, and applyed a pro- 
per remedy I gave them the hint of, at the 
ſame time giving him to underſtand, that, take 
it as he pleaſed, yet having once married the 
woman, the children belonged to him of courſe z 
theſe and ſome other perſuaſive arguments, ſuch 
as threatning to fue him for an aliment in 
caſe he did not comply, made him as meek as 
a lamb. They found the ſecret to perſuade him 
that he was certainly become a father, whether 
it was when aſleep or awake: The greatneſs 
of his faith, his ſtupid credulity, os, # you will, 
the regard he had for his intereſt, quite dark- 
ned his underſtanding, -- In a word, he believed, 
and it was not his fault if any one put adifferent 
or wrong conſtruction upon the haſty pregnan- 
cy of his ſpouſe. 
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Matters being thus made up, our married 


couple were reconciled to each other. There 
was not a Devil in Hell who was not pleaſed 


at this reconciliation, for he has always behaved 


with regard to his wife, in the manner you ſee 
at preſent; he is a fellow as changeable as the 
wind, --- When to all appearance he is in the 
higheſt good humour and beſt pleaſed, he'll 


change all of a ſudden into a furious madman, 
as if he would cut your throat. One of theſe 


two gentlemen you ſaw come out of the houſe 
In ſuch a paſſion, who had his hand wrapped up 
in the handkerchief, is his neareſt relation ; he 
came to town a few days ſince, and SENEBLAS 
had no ſooner ſeen him, but he received him 
with all the marks of kindneſs and affection, 
forced him to leave the inn he lodged at, and 
come and Jive with him, --- The other would 
have excuſed himſelf under pretence that he 
could not Handſomly leave his companion who 
had come along with him; but all to no purpoſe, 
no excuſe would be taken. His officious kinſ- 
man would needs have them both, and his in- 


vitation was accepted off, There was plenty of 


every thing, an elegant entertainment, exqui- 
ſite wines, and the day paſs'd merrily ; but by 
an exceſs of debauch, being overpowered by 
the ſtrength of his liquor, he was rendered in- 
capable of reſiſting my ſuggeſtions. --- I took 
my opportunity, and put it into his head, that 


theſe ſtrangers meant nothing but to diſhonour 


him, under the pretence of civility and friend- 
hip. At that time he was alone, neither his 
ks - wife 


\ 
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wife nor gueſts were in the room with him,--- 
The gentlemen, wearied with drinking, had re- 
tired to bed, and the lady not being able to per- 
ſuade her huſband to leave his bottle, had taken 
the ſame courſe. SENE BL As was then by him- 
ſelf, and continued drinking till he fell faſt 
aſleep. --- You may well imagine I could wiſh 
for no better opportunity to play my game, and 
accordingly ſucceeded as well as I could have 
wiſhed. aking, he jumped out of his ſeat _ 
like a madman, and naturally laying his hands 
upon his forehead, fancied he found ſomething 
harder than pimples. Immediately laying hold 
of a ſword, he ruſhed furiouſly into his wife's | 
apartment, and threatened her with inſtant death 
if ſhe did not acknowledge her crime. As 1 
knew the poor woman was nothing at all in the 
blame, I was [np wt diverted with the 
extravagance of the fellow. But it was not ſo. 
with them in the other room, where the two 
gentlemen waking upon the noiſe, and gueſſing 
what was the matter, were in great perplexity 
how to prevent the conſequences : At laſt, put- 
ting 'on their clothes, they generouſly reſolved 
to enter into the apartment SENEBLAS was in, 
where cloſing with him, they diſarmed him: 
The poor lady laid hold of this opportunity to 

make her eſcape, and the two ſtrangers follow'd 
her as you ſaw. Obſerve how little the pa- 
trole regards his bluſtering, and how ere 
breaking the windows and getting into the houſe 
by the help of a ladder, --- But let us begone, 
the reſt is not worth your attention: This hot- 
| headed 
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headed madman who deſerves-to be chained ny 


all the reſt of his life, will ftill be as he is, with- 


out receiving the juſt puniſhment of his folly. 
This affair will coſt him but a trifle to make it 
up, and upon his profeſſing repentance he will 
have his dear ſpouſe reſtored him again. | 

Look around, added my guide, fee how ma- 
ny perſons ecurioſity has drawn out of bed: 
Behold that lady at the window in her night 
dreſs : Her curioſity will colt her a cold, on 
which. all the family will be conſulted : Her 
uſual way is to riſc about noon, after ſhe has drank 


her chocolate a bed: Her husband, who is 


doatingly fond of her, is on the rack to get 
money to ſupport her extravagance: I you faw 
ber wardrobe, you would take it for a ſale-ſhop, 
there are ſo many ſuits of clothes in it, yet ſhe 
had not one farthing of a fortune, and her huſ- 
band is far from being rich. But as he under- 
ſtands trade perfectly well, he has made it be 
believed that he had thouſands with her, has 
made a large ſettlement upon her, and ſo it 


| yu on ſmoothly at prefent, In a little time we 


mall hear of his breaking, but his wife won't 


ſuffer, only thoſe who have given credit to his 


puffs, will pay for their folly. | 
Diſcourſing in this manner, we came back 
to my lodging; there I ſaw workmen on lad- 
ders ſtopping up my chamber-windows, and a 
long iron chain hanging from the padlock. al- 
moſt te the ground, I was ſurpriſed at the ſight. 
AST AROT H-himſelf could not refrain laughing: 
Can you gueſs, ſays he, what this means? Not 
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in the leaſt, replied I, I am neither Devil nor 
Conjurer, ſo I leave you the honour of explain- 
ing this riddle. I'll ſatisfy you in a minute, 
anſwered my guide ; you muſt know that the 
College of Phyſicians, jealous of your miracu- 
lous cure, and enraged to fee phyſicians who 
are not of their fraternity, taking upon them to 
ſign Dead-warrants, have petitioned the civil 
power for redreſs. Their petition bears, that 
all theſe pretended phyſicians are mere Quacks, 
and unlicenſed Poiſonens; but to prove it, they 
bring only this argument, that it muſt be fo, 
ſince they uſe ſo much art to gain the mob. 
The ſucceſs of the whole affair will be this; 
the world will laugh at it, and men of ſenſe 
will judge the Für hene of the college by the 
ſame rules as they do their brethren out of the 
college: Patients will follow their own inclina- 
tions, and will like as well to die by the one 
ſet as by the other, and every thing will remain 
in * ſituation; to preſerve which, this 
here is a ſort of enchantment. That is to ſay, 
replied I, while the chain hangs thus, the un- 
licenſed brethren will practiſe in ſpite of the 
college, and your worſhip deſigns to go on as 
formerly. | 

Not I, anſwered ASTAROTH ; I begin to 
be-weary-of the profeſſion; I don't love the con- 
founded ſcent of the patients, and PII give up 
this damned trade to ſuch as have ſtudied it, fo 
as to get their living by it. I commenced phy- 
ſician for your diverſion, and to ſend as a pre- 
{ent to my old Maſter Luci ER ſome of e. | 
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blood - thirſty phyſicians, who take care to mur- 
der their patients; and as I know you to de- 


light in variety, I reſolve to preſent you with 
an entertainment of a different nature. have 


already ſhewed you one of Nas maſter- pieces; 


I have two more yet behind and at your ſervice: 
Follow me, fays he, entering into a fine 22 
nificent houſe, where every thing ſeemed to be 
in the greateſt confuſion ; the maſter ſtorm'd 


and ſwore like a madman, his wife tore her 


hair, and uttered the moſt pitiful complaints, 
and every one of the ſervants ſeemed as if they 


were frightned out of their wits. After waiting 


a while, I underſtood from the diſcourſe of the 
maſter and miſtreſs that their daughter was 
ſtolen, -- If that be all, ſays I to ASTAROTH 
ſoftly, their loſs is not irreparable ; a fine child 
that is loſt, is not a piece of goods they need 
advertiſe for You are right, ſays he to me 


again, the lady is in good hands, and will be 


found without their being at the trouble to ſeek 
for her. Here's a fellow juſt come in, he 


comes as a meſſenger to inform them that their 


daughter is no more a maid, but has choſen a 
Huſband to her own liking, and is ready to 
make her appearance with him. Do but ob- 
ſerve what a paſſion the father is in: Would not 
one imagine by his looks that he himſelf” could 
be the executioner of his beloved child? But 
let him alone, wait only till he has ſufficiently 


vented his paſſion, and you. will ſee him pre- 


ſently grow quite cool, and become as gentle 
as a lamb, --- Already he begins to come to 
” f e him- 
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himſelf, and reflects how much he had been 
the occaſion of his daughter's being taken away 
in this manner. If you will come a little aſide, 
where we can diſcourſe more freely, I'll give 
you his hiſtory, This gentleman you ſaw juſt 
now in ſuch a terrible paſſion, had a clerk of 
a genteel perſon, and a remarkable ſweetneſs 
of temper, --- It is this favourite clerk that has 
been the occaſion of all the houſe being in this 
terrible uproar, Having the good fortune to 
inſinuate himſelf into the favour of the merchant 
and his wife, he has been no lefs ſucceſsful in his 

attempts to gain the races of the youn 
lady. F A n en paſt he nigh hs 
carried her off at any time he had a mind, fo 
willing was his young miſtreſs, but an inſur- 
mountable obſtacle was in his way, There was 
a neceſſity for money, which neither he nor 
the lady had; nor durſt they truſt any one with 
the ſecret. As he was in a real anxiety for his 
not being able to compaſs this, the merchant 
rceived his uneaſineſs, and as he had a great 
indneſs for him, wanted to know the reaſon 
of it, and was very particular with him to con- 
feſs it. The young ſpark, who had very ſubs 
ſtantial reaſons not to let him know, for ſeveral 
days avoided coming to any declaration; till 
being at laſt preſſed by the repeated requeſts 
of the other, he confeſſed he was in love , but 
with a lady of fo great a fortune, and who 
might expect a match ſo ſuperior to him, that 
he had no hopes of obtaining the conſent of her 
parents, -- Is that all, ſays the merchant laugh- 
. | | 5 ing, 
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ing, what a ſimpleton you are]! Does your 
miſtreſs love you, are you ſure of her? If you 
are, why don't you carry her off? The thing 
would be eaſily brought about, replied the young 
gentleman; i dare flatter myſelf that I have 
ſome place in the affections of her, who en- 
tirely poſſeſſes mine, and doubting not but I 


could prevail upon her to run away with me, 


but you are ſenſible an affair of this kind cannot 


be executed without a good deal of money, 


and you know my circumſtances. --- Come, 
come, ſays the merchant very frankly, if there 
is nothing wanting but money, Þ'll anſwer for 
the ſucceſs of the affair; how much do you 
want, ſays he? and at the ſame time opened 
his cabinet, and told him out what money. he 
demanded, --- This fortunate lover ſurpriſed at 
the {ingular turn his adventure was like to take, 
found means to ſpeak to the young lady in pri- 
vate, and inform her of what had happened, -- 
As ſoon as night was come, without more ado, 
away they went together ; and in that crtioal 
minute I was of great ſervice to them, 1 laid 
every watchful eye aſleep, made all the ſervants 
favour them, and did every thing that could be 
to facilitate an affair, which, altho* not very 
criminal or wicked, I muſt own I was charm'd 
with, as it gave occaſion to a good deal of ſlan- 
der and backbiting, which I take a prodigious 
delight in. 3 | 
I am not at all ſurpriſed, anſwered I, at the 
merchant's being in ſuch a paſſion, which I think 
he had very good grounds for; none loves P 
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be dup'd; and I cannot conceive a more morti- 
fying circumſtance, than for a man to be ſen- 
ſible that he himſelf contributed to his being 
bubbled. It muſt certainly be a long time e'er 
this man recover his temper ; and yet, ſays 
ASTAROTH, don't you ſee that he is already 
pacified ? He has too much humanity to keep 
up a reſentment. He reflects with himſelf, and 
reaſons juſtly upon the caſe, that the gentleman . 
has done nothing, but what he would have done 


in the ſame circumſtances ; and at preſent is 


ſollicitous about nothing, but to reconcile his 
wife to it, and get her conſent, that this ra- 


viſher may marry their daughter. Every thing 


will go on ſmoothly, ſo we have no more buſi- 
neſs here, | 8 Fi, . 
So far all is well, ſays I, as we were going 
out, ſince matters have ended thus, one can 
take part in them with plezſure ; but it was 
impoſſible for me to do ſo, in the affair of that 
unhappy wife, who was obliged to go out of 
the houſe in her ſhift : Such things affect me 
ſenſibly ; and there is nothing in life, I think, 
more pitiful and mean than a conduct, like 
that of SENEBLAs, What, ſays ASTAROTH, 
don't you know, that madmen are not account» 
able for their actions? Come, forget that fel- 
low, ſuch an unaccountable mortal as he, is 
not worth while talking about ; prepare your 
ſelf to ſe2 a perſon of hr ior: * x 
ſhall behold a man in diſtreſs, and at the ſame 
time acting according to the principles of wiſ- 
dom, and the dictates * reaſon. | $116 
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In ſpeaking theſe words, he led me up a 
handſome ſtreet, and we entered a houſe very 
genteely furniſhed, where I ſaw a young man, 
of a fine air, who ſeemed to be buried in the 
moſt gloomy and melancholly refleQtions, --- 
What, is this one of your fine contrivances, a 
ſpecimen of your handy works? ſays I, to him. 
No doubt of it, ſays he, ſmiling, don't you know 
that we, who are Devils in exile, are obliged 
to do every thing, and to give inſtances of the 
Extent of our power, in all ſhapes? - There is 
no part of human life, but what is compoſed of 
a mixture of good and evil, and appears accor- 
dingly ; you. have now before your eyes, an in- 
ſtance of the calamitous circumſtances of life; 
but at the ſame time, that I made this man 
Tuffer a juſt and deſerved calamity, I was the 
occaſion of joy and gladneſs to two other worthy 


_ perſons, who had a juſt title to my favour and 


protection, and I doubt not, but you will be of 
the ſame opinion, when I tell you the ſtory. -- 
This young gentleman was married about a year 

0 n exceeding agreeable young woman, 
whom he loved, imagined he had the ſame 


returns of affection from her. They lived to- 


gether in perfect harmony; but it was only the 


huſband who was ſincere, and the ſeeming af- 
ſection of the wife was a pretence in order the 


more effectually to deceive him. However, 


the unfortunate Huſband, Roaring by chance 
ſomething not ſo agreeable in regar 

reputation, examined her conduct, and ſpoke to 

her in private with great mildneſs, This artful 


to his wife's 


woman 
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woman was miſtreſs of the art of diſſimulation 
to a miracle. She ſighed, wept, and made 
ſuch a lamentation, bn went thro” all the reſt 
of this ſort of rhetorick ſo artfully, that the 
huſband was perſuaded of her innocence, and 
could hardly forgive himſelf for ſuſpecting ſo 
virtuous a creature. He was ſtill in the fame 
opinion, till coming home in the evening, and 
not finding her there, his eyes began to be 
opened, What adds to his grief, and makes 
it the more inſupportable, is, not only that his 


| wife is debauched by one of his principal patrons; 


but that the affair is publickly known. 

However, they'll find a way to ſoften it, and 
make all things eaſy The man, who has her 
now, will give her up, the wife will repent, or at 


leaſt ſeem ſo to do, and the eaſy huſband will 


think himſelf happy in being able to aflwage her 


grief, and dry up her tears. 

As we came thro? ſeveral ſmall ſtreets that 
end in a fine ſquare, I ſaw a large fat french- 
man juſt landed, whom ſome people, in the dreſs 
of ſailors, beat and abuſed. I immediately 
was moved with pity towards him, and was 
drawing my ſword, in order to come to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, when As TAROT H ſtopt me; what 
are you going to do? ſays he to me; let theſe 


people alone, they are only chaſtiſing a ſcoun- 


drel who is diſguiſed under the appearance of an 

honeſt man, — He richly deſerves that correc- 

tion, which you ſee they beſtow ſo freely upon 

him ; for he's a hypocrite that would paſs for a 

man of ſanity, and to preſerve his character, 
Lf IE F 2 | indulges | 
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indulges the lewdneſs of his inclinations in pri- 
vate; he is an arrant miſer, yet would fain be 
thought to riot like a gentleman ; and wants 
to lead a rakiſh debauched life, without coſting 
him any thing. This very moment he is come 
out of that pitiful common bawdy-houſe, where 
they, could get nothing from him but ill lan- 

uage, after he had revelled as he had a mind, 
fle fancied himſelf at Paris, or in one of his 
own country towns. One of the nymphs of 
the place, gave advice of this to theſe noble 
champions, who, you ſec, know excellently 
how to adminiſter juſtice, They are already 
maſters of his ſword, but unhappily, it is no- 
thing but copper; however, you may obſerve 
how well it anſwers inſtead of a cudgel. Do 
but ſee, his laced hat lyes on one fide, his flax- 
en Perriwig on the other, his ſcarlet waſtecoat 
all torn, and the ceconomy of his ſhirt and ruf- 
fles quite deſtroyed, But here comes a girl 


who knows him, and as he is one of her fa- 


ther's cuſtomers, cries out murder, and calls 
the watch ; on this the bullies take to their 


heels and make of. — T1sEL (that's his name) 


thanks the girl, and begs her to carry him to 
his lodgings ; which otherways he could not 
have found, ſo great was the confuſion he was 
in. — But let us leave this fellow, and proceed 


homewards, I have ſcenes of another nature to 


diſcover to you. 


I had a vaſt curioſity to know ſomething elſe 
than what paſſes in this city: You have not yet, 
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ſays I, ſatisfied me how you was engaged durin 
the time of your abſence from me, and as 
doubt not but ſuch an account will be very 
entertaining, I long to hear it. --- If that 
be the caſe, ſays he, let us go to your lodg- 
ings, and I will ſatisfy you there. We did ſo, 
and ASTAROTH began his narration after the 
following manner. 


OSS” wy; 


The important buſineſs that had obliged 
 ASTAROTH to leave the author in ſuch 
© baſte, and the ſucceſs of bis enterpriſes. 


X7 OU know my Tord TR EODORE, you 
1 was witneſs to his diſgrace, Which was 
fataF to the rank he had then got to ; but hap- 
py in this, that he was in the _ of the 
whole world, where ſovereigns are leaſt guided 
by their paſſions, I was with you, and had no 
deſign of depriving you ſo ſoon of my company; 
when by a certain art (which I have, and which 
is not allowed to all the Devils of my rank) 
I diſcovered a plot formed againſt this new ſo- 
vereign, conducted with ſuch cunning and ſe- 
creey, that it would certainly have ſucceeded, 
had not I interpoſed with one of my tricks, 
The plot was no leſs than to deliver up THz O- 
DORE to the fury of his enemies. Theſe very 
men, to- whom he had entruſted his perſon 
e TIT: r after 


uſe of this, ſaid 
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after his diſgrace, were the unworthy tra?- 


tors, The better to carry on this. villainy, 
they had ſold him on credit ammunition for his 
kingdom. The ſhip was now ready to fail, which 


vas to tranſport him to a place, where he would 


have been ſorry to find himſelf ; and theſe falſe 
friends ſecretly rejoiced in the ſucceſs of their 


enterpriſe, and applauded their own ſcheme, 
when I reſolved to defeat it. It was not an 


eaſy affair ; but hear how I behaved. 


Scarce had J left you, when throwing afide 
my former ill-ſhaped figure, I aſſumed a ſtrong 


robuſt body, and appeared in the habit of a 


plain dutch ſailor. I immediately went to the 
place, where I found the veſſel, which carried 


this unfortunate prince, in the road ready to 
ſet fail with the firſt fair wind. I inſinuated 
myſelf into the good graces of the captain, 
whom I knewto be a man that would facrifice 


every thing to his private advantage, As I 


zſked no pay, we ſoon agreed, He received 
me into his fexvice, and I ſhewed my ſelf ſo 
xeady to do every thing to pleaſe him, that I 
foon got into his eſteem : He entruſted me with 


all his effects. I knew that theſe traitors, who 
| had fold TRHEODORE, had not only given the 


captain inſtructions by word of mouth, but had 
alſo delivered them in writing: I had the cun- 


ning to lay hold of the papers, which contain+ 
ed theſe cruel orders, and found means to ſhew 


them to the king without being perceived by 
any body. May _ majeſty make a proper 

I to him, upon giving him 
ET the 
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the paper, and making him promiſe to reſtore 
it to me directly. 

You may imagine how great was his ſurpriſe 
on reading ſuch a villainous plot. Yet he was not 
diſcouraged ; and I obſerved with pleaſure that 
he read the order for his deſtruction without 
changing countenance. Whoever you be, ſaid 
the king, on reſtoring me the paper, be aſſur- 
ed, you have done a favour to one, who will 
ſhew himſelf grateful. Continue faithful to 
me, and I ſhall reward you beyond your ex- 
pectation. The ſolemn air, with which he 
ſpoke this, made me laugh; yet not to inſult the 
misfortunes of this unhappy monarch, I di- 
covered my ſelf to him, and told him plainly 
who I was. + Pre al 

His joy was beyond expreſſion, for he had 
known me on ſeveral occations, He begged of 
me not to leave him, and 4 him my ad- 
vice to behave, as you have heard in the pul- 
lic news papers. b 
Not content with delivering him out of this 


danger, to the great ſorrow of his avowed ene- 


' Inies, and the diſgrace of his falſe friends, I 
conducted him to Rome, and directed him to 
my lady ANGELICA CASSANDRE DE For- 
SECA, prioreſs of the convent of St. Dominic 
at SIETO. The good lady, tho' paſt fifty, is 
ſtill freſh and plump; which makes her agree- 
able and fit for pleaſure, But what pleaſed 
THEODORE hs 
might be of ſervice to him in his preſent ne- 
ceſſity. He could not fall into better hands. 
| F 4 | — 
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She had firſt been acquainted with him, when 
he came to ſollicit cardinal ALBERONI for ſuc- 
cours, and had been much pleaſed with his 


converſation, By my ſuggeſtions, her eſteem 


for him was ſoon changed into love, and ſhe 
was fooliſh enough to imagine that ſhe ſhould 


be queen of CorsIca, In this view, the pious 


nun conſidered THEO PDDORE's intereſt as her 
own ; and pave ſo intirely into his ſchemes, 
that in a little time, all her wealth was gone, 
and her jewels diſappeared. This ſpoil was a 


ſeaſonable ſupply to THEOHDORE. No ſooner 
Was he in poſſeſſion of all the riches of this ſu- 


perannuated nun, but taking me aſide, he re- 
turned me his hearty thanks, and vowed an 
eternal friendſhip. In return, I gave him my 
beſt advice: I laid before him all the difficulties 
he muſt encounter, in endeavouring to retake 
that crown, which mere chance had firſt be- 
ſtowed on him: I deſired him to retire from 
publie affairs, and live comfortably on the riches 


he had now acquired. He was convinced of 


the reaſonableneſs of my propoſal ; but ambi- 


tion and the love of fame, prevailing above in- 


tereſt, I could only obtain of him, that he 


thoul4 no more expoſe his perſon. 
There was 3 nephew of THEoODORE's lately 


come to Rome, who had no leſs ambition than 


his uncle. This young gentleman generouſly 
offered to go and head the Corsicans, and 
engaged to reeſtabliſh him on the Throne, or 
periſh in the attempt. He had been on the 
land, had ſeveral friends there, and wanted nei- 
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ther courage nor reſolution, Puffed up with th 
vain hopes of being the firſt prince of the blood 
in this new Kingdom, he ſteadily ſet about the 
affair, and nothing was able to BE him. 
All my reaſons, all my remonſtrances were loſt. 
THE ODORE hired a bark for him, and intreat- 
ed me to accompany his nephew, to whom he 
gave the title of Generaliſſimo. IHN FRED ERIC 
(for this was the young hero's name) earneſtly 
deſired my company ; and I muſt own, I could 


not reſiſt the inclination I had to ſave his life, 


which was all I could do for him, in the deſ- 
perate ſituation of his affairs. | 
We fet out, and having a fair wind, came 


in view of ALERIA, one of the towns of CoR- 


$ICA, without any danger. No ſooner were 
we perceived by the inhabitants, but a conſi- 
derable number of them met us on the ſtrand 
with great exclamations of joy; which the ge- 
neral took for a good omen. But he was ſoon. 
undeceived. Scarce had we ſet foot on land, 
but theſe Banditti ſurrounding us ſtript us with- 
out mercy, and left the general 14 but his 
clothes, and a gold watch, which he ſlipt into 
my hand, while they were buſy in plundering. 

Notwithſtanding this, going further into the 
iſland, we found ſeveral wretches, who were 
willing to run all hazards with us: But they 
were ſo ſpent with fatigue and hunger, that 


they had more need of fleep than fighting. 


We gave them what aſſiſtance we could, that 
is, very little; for the robbers hadjleit us in a 
miſerable condition, having ſeized our arms, 

F provi- 
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ptoviſions and clothes, Then the young cham- 
pion began to ſee the folly of his J and 
repented he had not liſtened to my advice. 
He had ſcarce courage enough to look me in 
the face, he was ſo ated. But perceiving his 
_ confuſion, I endeavoured to encourage him, and 


chid him for his want of reſolution. It ſhews 


a mean daſtardly ſpirit, ſaid I to him, to fink 
under adverſity, At the ſame time I conducted 
him to a cave, where we found arms, powder 
and ball. The ſight of. this treaſure ſo tranſ- 


ported him, that he cried out; Now I laugh 
at fortune, Pm ready to die ſword in hand, if 


there ſhould be a proper oceaſion. He picked 
up the remains of a parcel of officers, that his 
uncle had brought from different countries, 


On the word of a DE vir thoſe officers made 


a queer appearance. Fancy to your ſelf a ſett 
of 5 with empty lanthorn jaws, 
wamſcot phyz, and hungry bellies; join to 
this, that they had no breeches, no ſhirts, as 


few coats, not a ſtocking or ſhoe, their old hats 


were converted into a fort of ſandals to keep 
their feet from being hurt by the ſtones, Yet 
theſe ſkeletons, joined to the Bandzitti, ſome- 
times performed wonders, and behaved with 
great courage, or rather madneſs in ſeveral re- 
counters, which ſent numbers to my maſter 
below. , | 71. 

The more to gain their eſteem, the noble 


Hero diſtributed among them all he bad left, 1 


_ adviſed him to give a new oath of allegiance to 
them, and a few other miſerable Corſicans, who 
: remained 


„ee 


ee 
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remained attached to 'THronoRE's party. 
After this; I conducted this ragged army thro* 
ſome by-ways to the other fide of the moun- 
tains, The Marquis de MA1iLLEBO1s, com- 
mander in chief of the French troops, no ſooner 
heard of us, but he ſent a conſiderable detach- 
ment in queſt of us, We attacked this body 
with ſuch refolution, and behaved ſo well, that 
we did · not leave one to carry back the news of 
their reception. Yet in ſeveral ſkirmiſhes we 


_ boſt many of our party, and fortune declared 


againſt us, ſo that I was obliged on ſeveral oc- 
caſions to make our general inviſible to preſerve 
his life. i 

The enemy was ſurprized to find him ſrom 
time to time pouring down upon them from the 
hills, and killing numbers. JohN FRED ERIC was 
not to be ſeen for months e e and when 
it was reported and firmly believed that he was 
dead, or retired from the iſland, he appeared 


at the head of the robbers, and always diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf by a remarkable bravery. But 
at laſt he was ſo pent up, that it was impoſlible 
for me, with, all my power, to keep him any 
longer in a condition of committing hoſtilities. 
For ſome time, I made him remove from place 


to place to avoid the rage of his enemies, Per- 


haps never was man more reſolute, or more pa- 
tient amidſt all his afflictions. I never heard him 
murmur againſt any one, but thoſe who had 


treacherouſly promiſed to aſſiſt his uncle, and 


had abuſed his confidence in them. At laſt, be- 


ing convinced that thero 9 of mending 
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his affairs, nor even of remaining ſafe on the 
iſland, . I adviſed him to yield to his deſtiny, 


and try to come to an accommodation, 


I knew well that the French general was ſo 


incenſed againſt him, that he would never give. 


him his leave to quit the iſland. At the ſame 
time this champion, giving himſelf airs of a 


fovereign prince, had frequently refuſed a par- 


don with difdain, Even in his then miſerable 


Condition, he propoſed to quit the iſland, but 
inſiſted, that the general's permiſſion ſhould not 
be pe as à ſavour done to him: So he 


obtained nothing. The Marquis pe MAILL E- 
38018 ſwore to have him dead or alive: But 
that general ſwore a thing, which I was reſol- 


ved ſhould not be. So, without any more ado, 


F diſguiſed my young hero fo well, that he eſca- 
ped all the ambuſhes laid for him, and got ſafe 


to Leghorn, whence he went to his uncle, and 
_ acquainted him with the ſervices I had done 


him. 


courage of your hero deſerved a better fortune ; 


but pray telt me, how the Genoeſe came to 
e a 


leav 


ingdom they ſo much valued, in the 


hands of the French ? Alas, anfwered my guide, 
how could that republic do otherways? They 
were ſenſible they could not keep an iſland, 


which they got by chanee. There was need of 
a great army, to reduce a nation ſo obſtinate as 
the Corſicans. No other nation beſides the 


French could undertake ſuch an enterprize, 


Without 


As r ARO TH thus ended his ſtory. When 
he had done ſpeaking, methinks, faid I, the 


1 a - ail. 
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without meeting with difficulties, which the 
French avoid by lying ſo near the iſland, It 
is true, the Genoefe begin to grumble that the 
French now keep an iſland, which they had al- 
lowed them to keep ſo many years, But the 
French aſk them, why they did not keep it 
themſelves ? Beſides, the Corficans have plainly 
declared, that they will never ſubmit to the 
| Genoeſe ; and the French fee. that they cannot 
quit the iſland, without expoſing it to new con- 
fuſions, They are allies of a new ſtamp. They. 
remain in CoRSICA, out of their great affection 
to the Corſicans and Genoeſe, and their regard 
to the public tranquility. They have now ſo 
firm a hold, that it moſt require a great ſtrength 
to get them out. You muſt own, continued 
my guide, ſmiling, that every one is not equally 
capable of reflexion; and that there are ſome 
people ſo fooliſh, as to ſeek their deliverance 
by throwing themſelves into new chains, which 
are heavier than thoſe they want to get rid of, 
Mortals ew things in a wrong light. They 
often make themſelves miſerable, for want of 
knowing when they are happy.. You knew, 
or at leaſt you have heard of that famous mi- 
niſter, who, from a private ſtation, mounted to 
the higheſt pitch of greatneſs. He ſeemed to 
be ſo well fixed, that nothing could ſhake him. 
Yet dazzled by the favours of fortune, which 
took away all his reflexion, he fell from his ex- 
alted ſtation, becauſe he did not know where 
to ſet bounds to his ambition. Iam perſwaded 
his hiſtory will pleaſe you; but F ſhould be to- 


blame, 


110 The Devil turn d Hermit. 


blame, iß I told it you at preſent, when you 
can be much better employed in ſeeing ſome 
more diverting ſcenes which are now acting in 
this city. Having thus ſpoke, we left my 
lodgings, and ſaw what follows. 


» 4 + 4 
* 1 a — 1 


CHAP. Il. 


Some curious adventures, which the author 
da, witneſs ; but, which he does not 
deſire the reader to believe, unleſs be 
pleaſes, 


7 H E day had now given 7 ax to a fine 
night, tho” very dark, How many are 
there, ſaid ASTLROTH, who will be glad of 
this favourable opportuuity ! There are thou- 
ſands who will lay hold of it; and to ſome it 
will ſucceed well, but to others ill: I deſign to 
ſhew you ſome examples of both ſorts. At 
the ſame time he pointed with his finger to a 
fine houſe, illuminated with a number of lights. 
We went in to take part of the joy of the com- 
pany. There is the miſtrefs of the houſe, ſaid 
ASTAROTH, making me obſerve a tall lady, 
handſome enou n but her hair ſo curled, that 
it made her Ak ike a man in diſguiſe, Tou 
ſee next to her a little deformed man : It is 
for him that all this noble entertainment is pre- 
pared, Obſerve that charming creature 5 


r 
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his right hand. Can there be any thing more 
beautiful? Let all theſe charms „em deflined | 
to promote the happineſs of that deformed imp, 
whoſe mind is no better endowed than his bo- 
dy. Never could Love more ſhew his power, 
than by uniting this pair. The contraſt is per- 
fect, not only in what you ſee, but in every 
thing elſe which is hid from you, and which 
you can only know by my aſſiſtance. This 
fine young lady, adorned with all that make 
woman agreeable, both in body or mind, is 
born a counteſs, and has got as large a ſhare of 
the favours of fortune, as ſhe has of the en- 
 dowments of nature, On the other hand, this 
reſemblance of a man, this ill-ſhapen block- 
head, without any merit, perſonal or acquired, 
and of mean extract ion, has found means to 
uin the lady's affections, and to captivate her 
art ; that ſhe has preferred him to a young 
nobleman, of a fine perſon, good ſenſe, and 
diſtinguiſhed merit. Thoſe perſons, whom 
duty obliged to take care of this lady, have, in 
vain repreſented to her the diſparity of this 
match, which ſhe ſeemed inclined to. In vain 
have they uſed all their authority, to make her 
conſider what ſhe was doing. All their endea- 
vours were to no purpoſe, Continually beſie- 
ed by this cunnihg woman, who is intereſted 
in the match in more ſhapes than one, the 
young creature would hearken to no advice but 
er's. To-motrow the affair will be ended, to 
the great aſtoniſhment of ſuch, as judge of the 
ſucceſs of marriages, by the reſemblance 2 
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find betwixt the parties ; and, others will be 
_ diverted with the ſtory. They may divert 
themſelves with it, as they pleaſe, ſaid I to 
ASTAROTH, but their pleaſure will be ſmall, 
in compariſon of that of the little man, who 
will now get reſpect in ſpite of teme. 
But who is that other beautiful lady in the 
corner of the room, ſurrounded 1 the fineſt 
gentlemen of the company ? Her Beauty, ſet 
off by the richneſs and. neatneſs of her dreſs, 
makes a lively impreſſion on the hearts of all 
the beholders. How many lovers has ſhe at 
her feet! How many captives ! Who is to be 
the happy man ? Where will ſhe give her 
hand? She ſeems. to be at a loſs ; I am con- 
cerned for her.. e HA Jo gondii”; 
You have reaſon to be anxious for her, re-- 
plied AsTAROTH, ſmiling : But, let us go 
nearer, that we may have a diſtincter view. 
Obſerve her pretty ſmile, the expreſſive Lan- 
e of her eyes,. and the agreeable motion 
of her head. ne: of her admirers becomes 
troubleſome : You ſee, ſhe puts him from her 
gently, as if ſhe were afraid of hurting him, 
or fatiguing herſelf too much. Her ſigns and 
2g e ur are a very expreſſive language, which. 
e is perfectly miſtreſs of; yet, there is a 
8 gentleman, who underſtands none of 
er ſigns, or pretends to be ignorant of her 
meaning. He would have her expreſs her mean- 
ing in a plainer way than by theſe monkey- 
tricks: He is ſo impertinent, that the lady muſt 
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at laſt open her mouth. Hark, ſhe ſpeaks, liſten 


to her words, Her words have no meaning, ſhe 
does not underſtand them herſelf, Is it poſſible 
to find more beauty, or leſs wit ? But this lady 
h.s ſuffered another great loſs by her ſpeaking, 
ſhe has ſhewn a mouth, which contains nothing 
but a few rotten ſtumps of teeth : This makes 
a moſt frightful figure, enough to make one 
loath her whole perſon. Obſerve how the 
crowd of admirers diſperſe ; in a few minutes 
' the will be left alone. Let us retire, that we 
may not be witneſſes of her diſgrace : Beſides, 
we have buſineſs elſewhere, | 
Upon this ASTAROTH made me leave this 
houſe, and carried me to another a good deal 
leſs, where was an entertainment of the ſame 
nature with the laſt, but not ſo magnificent: 
The company was very numerous for the ſize 
of the rooms. I ſoon perceived it was a mar- 
riage ; but the confufion was ſo great, that I 
ſhould have been at a loſs to diſtinguiſh the diſ- 
ferent characters, without the aſſiſtance of my 
guide. The bride was a fine girl, that ſeemed 
not to be above twelve or thirteen years old ; 
and I ſaw, with grief, that ſhe was ſacrificed 
to an old fellow of at leaft threeſcore. Your 
concern makes me laugh, ſaid my guide. You 
fancy this young chicken muſt be unhappy, be- 
cauſe ſhe will be confined to an old hufband. 
--- They are ſitting down to ſupper, let them 
finiſh it; there is ſo little meat it will ſoon be 
over. I'll now ſhew you ſome of my tricks : 
8 Obſerve 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: , 
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Obſerve that good-looking, plump, young 
fellow, who keeps his eyes Bel upon the 
bride ; I have inſpired him with a ſtratagem of 
a new ſort : Theſe three merry companions, 
who are drinking bumpers to the bridegroom's 


health, are to favour the enterprize, and I 


ſhall anſwer for the ſucceſs. Obſerve how 
quick the healths go round; ſo much the bet- 
ter, -- Now the entertainment is over --- The 
ball opens: In the confuſion they inſult the old 
bridegroom. He frets, ſtorms, and lays about 
him manfully ; but alas, all the three fall on 
him at once, and he muſt yield to numbers, 
Obſerve how the three champions ſeize him, 


hold him faſt, and threaten him: The whole 
company takes part in it; they endeavour. to 


appeaſe the tumult, and ſeparate the comba- 
tants, but the bride, and the gentleman that 


ogled her, are diſappeared, They are gone to 


manage their diſpute in a corner, You may 


imagine the reſt.— But ſee ! they return. The 
gentleman throws himſelf into the midſt of the 


crowd, his friends perceive him, and immedi- F 


My are appeaſed, They aſk the company's 


| par on, and plead for their excuſe, that they 


ad drank too much. They are reconciled to 


the bridegroom, who promiſes to forget all; 


and returns his moſt hearty thanks to the 


park who delivered him out of their hands, 
to whom he is more indebted than he imagines. 
Nine months hence, reckoning from this hour, 
his joy will be inexpreſſible, to believe 1 

5 Ather 
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father of a pretty boy, who will come in good 


time to inherit his eſtate. 


It is enough, continued ws uide, I will car- 
ry you to another place, an ew you a ſcene 
not leſs diverting. Caſt your eye this way ; 
obferve that well-made gentleman, in white 
ſtockings, and laced hat : His hat is a preſent 
from a certain perſon, to whom he is now 
going to ſhew his gratitude, He ſtops ſhort be- 


fore this fine houſe, and coughs. — You ſee 


the parlour- window open ; in he goes: Let 
us follow him, and take off our ſhoes after his 
example. "There he is at the feet of his miſ- 


treſs. — How amorous ! How prefling |! yet the 


lady, forgetting that he is now in her chamber 
her order, treats him as an impertinent fel- 


low, and proteſts ſhe will never itain her ho- 
nour with any man. She reflects upon the 


mean extraction of her lover. — This gives her 
uneaſineſs. See what fierce looks ſhe puts 
on ; ſhe threatens to call for help ; but all this 
is a mere ſham, to put off the time, *till the 
chambermaid, who is her bedfellow, ſhall fall 
falk alleep. The wench takes the hint, and is 
too cunning not to do as they would have her, 
Hear . ſnores; would not one ſwear 
ſhe was faſt aſleep? A feint in this caſe is as 
ood as the reality. The occaſion is fayoura- 
ble: — The lover is reſolved to make the beſt 
uſe of his time, — He perſwades the lady that 
he is the baſtard-ſon of a noble lord, — This 
ſhould remove all difficulties. — Yet the lady 
holds out, - Sec, the ſpark draws his ſword, 
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and is going to run himſelf thro? the body. 


The lady in a fright takes hold of his arm, and 


falls to the ground in a ſwoon, ready to expire, 
But the lover will not be thus put off. He 
knows how to improve the happy minnte. Let 
us leave him, in full poſſeſſion of all his deſires, 


He may now boaſt of his being beloved by a 
lady of quality, young, handſome, and rich 
enough to ſupply all his wants. 


On our coming out of this houſe, As r A- 
ROTH made me take notice of a middle-ſiz'd 
man, walking penſively before the door. That 
is, ſays he, ih. valet de chambre of an old, 
rich, good for nothing fellow. This knight of 
the rainbow is deeply in love with this lady's 
chambermaid, He has juſt now heard that ſhe 
has let a man into the houſe, In a rage at this 
news he has got out of bed, dreſs'd himſelf, 
and come out to be an eye-witneſs of his 
misfortune which drives him to deſpair. To 
view. all the figures and different poſtures of this 
lover of an old waiting woman, one would 


imagine he expected ſomething 9 88 | 
iS 


and fancy'd her, at leaſt, to be a veſtal. 

wry faces make me laugh. Let us leave 
him to himſelf. "The whole night would ſcarce 
be ſufficient to contemphte all his extravagan- 
cies, Firmly reſolved not to wait for his rival's 
coming out, he propoſes no leſs than 8 
his throat. But I will tell you how this mu 


end: He will wait here in the cold for five or 


ſix hours; at length, on ſeeing his ſuppofed 
rival come out, he will fall upon him; and the 
| other, 
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other, not inclined to endure ſuch treatment 
meekly, will return his blows with intereſt : 
At laſt, this ſcoundrel, not daring to continue 
the fight, will run off bravely, The chamber- 
maid, hearing of the affair, will vindicate her 
own honour at the expence of her Jady's ; the 
whole town will be full of the ſtory, tho” few 
will be ſurprized at it. 

Let us now croſs the ſquare, and viſit the 
houſes at the entrance into theſe walks ; I will 
ſhew you a diverting ſcene, We will ſtop at 
this palace, which 1s lately become the temple 
of the muſes ;_ the gate is always open, becauſe 
the philoſophers who dwell here are not afraid 
of thieves. We may go in boldly ; every body 
is aſleep. --- This is the firſt apartment. Ob- 
ſerve that old fellow in bed with his houſe-keeper, 
He is now dreaming that a great king is ſo ta- 
ken with his learning, that he has made him 
his library keeper, with a large falary, As he 
is not yet entred into the ho N bonds of ma- 
trimony, he modeſtly propoſes to himſelf a 
match with the eldeſt princeſs, fancying that 
ſhe is in love with him. The princeſs would 
marry him, if ſhe could get her father's con- 
ſent : But ſuch difficultics only diſcourage mean 
ſouls, This worthy ſon of Apollo, thanks 
to his fate, is none of thoſe, * Convinced of 
his own merit, he choſes the proper time to 
ſpeak to his majeſty. He caſts himſelf at his 
feet, and lays the affair before him in ſuch pa- 
thetic expreſſions, that/the king thinks himſelf 
happy in ſo great a ſon-in-law, The imagi- 

OO : nation, 
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nation of this caſtle-builder has .already contri- 
ved the ceremony of the marriage with all ima- 
ginable grandeur, The bed is made of cedar, 
covered with plates of gold. The curtains are 
cloth of gold, adorned with pearls and dia- 
monds : But all theſe ornaments are nothing, 


in compariſon of his bride. All his thoughts 


are fixed on the happy moment, when he is to 
take poſſeſſion of the moſt beautiful, and moſt 
charming princeſs of the whole world. That 
moment approaches, our dreamer is now at 
the height of all his wiſhes. Obſerve his mo- 
tions: One would think he were awake. But 
let us retire ; for his violent exerciſe will ſoon 
awake him: Beſides, his houſekeeper, who 
finds her account in his dream, will fall a laugh- 
ing at his calling her princeſs, and royal high- 
neſs, Her anſwer will be natural enough, that 
he is mad ; but the good opinion he has of him- 
ſelf, will make him believe the contrary : He 


will always fancy himſelf a firſt-rate genius, and 


give himſelf out as ſuch on all occaſions. 

 _ Going into another room, I perceived a man 
with a long, pale, meager viſage. I ſhould 

have taken him for a corpſe, had he been lying 


without motion. But ſeeing him toſs about 


like one poſſeſſed; this perſon, ſaid I to 

28 muſt have a terrible dream: I ſuppoſe 
xe fancies himſelf in hell, tormented by a thou- 
' and devils. You are a ſimpleton, replied my 
guide, hell and heaven are, in this philoſo- 
pher's opinion, but mere chimera's of the po- 
ets. He is at preſent in raptures of joy : = 
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has been a dreaming that he has formed a ſet* 
of comedians, of which he has declared him- 
ſelf the head, notwithſtanding the quality of 
his family. He fancies he has compiled ſaty- 
rical plays, which laſhes both friend and "i 
with equal keenneſs. What is moſt diverting 
is, that this will not be an uſeleſs dream ; he 
will remember ſome of the malicious turns, 


which he will ſoon publiſh , and this will pro- 


cure him honour from ſome, and contempt 


from others. Now he dreams that he is on the 
ſtage, acting the harlequin, driving all the fa- 


mous heroes of antiquity with his wooden ſword, 
The pit claps him, and this applauſe will fo 
ſeize the imagination of the author, that he 
will no ſooner get up, but ſtraight he will fall 
A IG. right or wrong, in the aſſured hopes 
of ſucceſs, | 

Here is a different ſcene, cried ASTAROTH, 
on his going out of this chamber. into another ; 
one would take this for an hoſpital, rather than 
the chamber of a man of learning, What is 
this, ſaid I? Don't you ſee, anſwered my 
guide, that it is a man in bed with his wife and 
children? Tho' he is aſleep, obſerve his me- 
lancholy look; yet he is dreaming of an affair, 


that ought not to affect him. He fancies his 


wife is dead; and he is writing a letter to 
his bookſeller, moſt humbly. defiring a little 
money in advance, to bury her. He is ſenſi- 
ble that her death frees him of a great charge, 
but this is but ſmall comfort ; there is a great 
deal beſides wantipg to make his joy compleat 1 
5 "A 
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and this appears to him ſo difficult to be ob- 
tained, that he cannot be happy without a mi- 
racle in his favour, which he dares not hope 

or...” 35 5 
Let us croſs this court, and go into that 
hall, which you ſee on the other fide: I will 
 ſhew you a ys very different from this. 
Here, we are at the bed-ſide; we need not be 
at the trouble of opening the curtains, There 
lies, beſide his dear ſpouſe, the moſt wretched, 
and the leaſt unhappy man on earth. Obſerve 
the contented air of his countenance, the ſa- 
tisfaction that appears in his face: Could you 
believe that he went to bed ſupperleſs, for want 
of ſomething to eat ? Yet, his wretched con- 
dition does no: hinder him from the moſt agree- 
able dream. He dreams, that walking in the 
garden belonging to this houſe, he found a 
treaſure ; whether it be great or ſmall, that 
he does not yet know, neither does he mind it, 
Any other, in the like circumſtance, would 
immediately take it up, and know, to a far- 
thing, how much there was of it : But phi- 
loſophers would not deſerve that honourable 
title, if they behaved like the vulgar, This 
poor man, according to his uſual — 5 of al- 
ways acting contrary to the common way, and 
content with finding a treaſure, thinks of no- 
thing but the laying it out. He makes no 
doubt, but this treaſure contains more riches 
than are ſufficient to ſatisfy all his deſires, He 
fancies he has got a fine equipage, with a ſet 
of Flanders mares, and a numerous — 
0 


of ſervants, in the : richeſt liveries. He has 
already formed his family; he propoſes to ap- 
pear in public for the firſt time; but, as he is 
ready to go out, he perceives that he has not 
a rag of cloaths to cover him: At the ſame 
time, a noble lord comes to call on him, and 
finds him in this ſcoundrel figure. But let us 
retire; his confuſion and ſhame will awake 
him, and he will not be able to ſleep any more, 
all the reſt of the niht. 

What a pity it is, ſaid I to AsTAROTH, 
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that this dreamer did not continue his project? 
I ſuppoſe; if he had not awaked, his ambition 
would not have been ſatisfied with leſs than a 


crown. He is one of thoſe happy perſons, re- 
plied As TAROT RH, who are as much delighted 
with imagination, as they could be with re- 


ality,'- Tho? he be now full awake, he will 


catry on his revery, much better than he could 
have done if he had continued faſt aſleep. De- 
liveted from the confuſion which awaked him, 


he is going to build new caſtles in the air, and 


diſpoſe of his imaginary treaſure, as if he had 
it really at his diſpoſal. Nor will it reſt here 
in the imagination: As ſoon as he gets up, he 
will go about, and perſuade as many as he can, 


that in a little time he ſhall be extremely rich; 


and, in the mean time, he will find ſome peo- 
ple fooliſh enough to dreſs him out with fine 
clothes, and others to furniſh him with a rich 


equipage. Then ſurprized with his good for- 


tune, or rather, with the good ſucceſs of his 


quackery, he will 9 garden to ſeek 


the 
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the treaſure, and finding the whole to be only 


an alluſion, he will not lament beyond meaſure. 


But now turn your eyes this way, and ob- 
ſerve this other caſtle- builder. Take notice of 
his affected behaviour, which certainly does 


not become him. With a t deal of learn- 


ing, he is the greateſt fool in the kingdom. 
He is remarkably tireſome to every company 
he frequents. When they talk to him of learn- 


ing, he is immediately loſt in profound medi- 


tation. When they expect his anſwer with 
impatience, he ſſ nothing, dut a few myſ- 
terious broken ſentences ; that he has refuſed 
ſeveral eminent poſts; that the miniſters have 


courted his favour; — and this, in ſuch a con- 
fuſed manner, that he is more an object of pi- 


ty than contempt. There is one thing more, 


worthy of obſervation; his wife, whom you 


ſee in bed with him, is of the ſame ſtamp ; 
and it is with ſome reaſon, that this 
pair fancy themſelves two extraordinary per- 
ſons. Sleeping and waking, this worthy cou- 
ple are always of the ſame opinion; that is to 
ſay, they believe that all the moderns have but 
a ſuperficial knowledge; and that all the ge- 
nius of the antients reſides only in their brain. 
Do you hear how the woman talks in her 
ſleep ? She is dreaming that ſhe is talking to her 
huſband in Greek, and that he is anſwering 
ber in ein nut 0 e ooh 
What is the reaſon, ſaid I to As ARO TH, 
that you did not acquaint me with the dreams 
of the other women we have ſeen? Becauſe, 
15 . anſwered 


- 
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one dreamed that he was altering 
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anſwered he, they were not worth the telling. 
One idea poſſeſſes all their imaginations. k 
would ſeem, that reaſon and good ſenſe, which 
they make little uſe of all day, prevails in their 
dreams. They dream of their being carried to 


an hoſpital to be taken care of; and this, in 


my opinion, is not a very extravagant fancy. 
| The houſe, we 5 in, May large, * 
As TARO TH made me go thro' every room in 
it, from top to bottom. It was inhabited by 
people whoſe poverty ſharpened their wit: The 
an old ro- 
mance, and afterwards ſelling it to the book- 
ſeller for a new piece. Another applauded his 
own genius, which had affiſted him in compi- 
ling a work of ſeveral thouſand volumes. A 
third, whoſe library conſiſted of old news- pa- 
pers, imagined he was compiling the memoirs 
of a great lord. he had never ſeen. Another 
was publiſhing, in imagination, a volume of 
miſcellanies, poor damned ſtuff, under the 
name of-one of the greateſt poets of the age. 
In a word, all theſe authors were ſome way 
or other employed in their ſleep, agreeable to 
their occupations when they were awake. Some 
of them dreamed that they were dying for hun- 
ger; ſeveral of them, that they were ſelling 


the ſame copy to ſeveral bookſellers : And one 
of them fancied he was bargaining with a book - 


ſeller, to ſec about the tranſlation of a large 
work, and was to receive the one half of the 
price in advance: Theſe different genius's, 
all of them odd enough in their way, but 
Pe S 4- _ 


124 The Devil turn d Hermit. 


equal in their ſelf-conceit, delighted me more 
or leſs, according to their different fancies, 
Now AsTAROTH made me take notice that it 


was growing light; and, under pretence that 


I wanted ſleep, would have tranſported me to 
my lodgings : but I would not conſent to it, 
2 we had rambled a few hours longer, which 
we ſpent in the following manner. 


a 1 n * 


* 


CHAP. IV. 


Which contains ſome other pieces of amuſe- 
e ment. 


W were ſcarce gone out of the temple of 
'V the muſes, when As TAROT R made me 
take notice of a man, who made a very good ap- 
pearance. Don't you remember him, ſays he to 
me, whom we left, biting his nails, . 
| ing his teeth? No doubt of it, anſwered: I, for 
I don't think I have been aſleep ſince ; but, I 
underſtand what you mean by aſking me; you 
intend to let me know, I ſuppoſe, that this 
Gentleman, who ſtands before that fine houſe, 
is juſt in ſuch a ſituation as the triumphant 
let de chambre: But tell me, for God's fake, 
what man is that with him. By his dreſs, it 
would ſeem he was much his inferior; and yet, 
I hear him ſpeaking to him in the moſt inſolent 
and aſſuming manner. That need not in the 
leaſt ſurpriſe you, ſays ASTAROTH ; this 
| . 


gnaſh- 
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after all, don't you think 
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worthy perſonage you hear talking in that man- 


ner, is a footman, who has raiſed himſelf by 


his merits, and been ſo long employed in pimp- 
ing, that he is now become a neceſſary man. 


This gentleman, againſt the opinion and ad- 


vice of his faithful domeſtick, has taken it into 
his head to be uneaſy about an actreſs, and the 
other is upbraiding him for it. It it true, he 
reaſons with him ſomewhat roughly, and gives 
him to the devil without * ceremony; but, 

e's in the right? 
Would it not provoke any one to purchaſe ſa- 
vours at ſo dear a rate, that others have for 
nothing? This actreſs is, at preſent, in the 
arms of a knight-errant, who has nothing elſe 
to recommend him, but his being a man, and 
of a ſtrong robuſt body; and this gentleman 


here is as much out of humour at it, as if it 


was ſomething extraordinary, But what puts 
him into this violent paſſion. is, that he cannot 
et into the houſe, His miſtreſs has told him, 

from the window, that if he does not get about 
his buſineſs, ſhe will call the watch. She has 
even already called out for help, and the maſter 
and ſervant have got out of the way, But 
this paſſionate lover cannot think of going to 
bed, whatever remonſtrances the footman can 
make to him. In deſpair, to think that his 
place is taken up by a Scoundrel, he is reſolved 
to wait for him, and give him his mittimus to 
another world, I would not anſwer even for 
the life of the lady, if, in the fury he is poſ- 
ſeſſed with at preſent, he could get into the 
| W232 '__ - houſe; 
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houſe; but, happily, this affair will not end © 
tragically, The fellow is ſo very preſſing 1 
with his maſter, that he begins to yield rather te 
to his importunity than his reaſoning ; and the tl 
day beginning to appear has yet more influence it 
with him, than all his fervant can ſay.- He re- 0 
tires; but with a reſolution to find ſome other cc 
opportunity to be revenged. But look up, in 
ſays my guide, do not you ſee his rival there at in 
the window, watching him? and indeed he is [ 
in the right. This cunning raſeal, who is not re 
fond of encountering where he thinks he fhall ye 
be over-matched, and is ſenſible how good ot 
8 he has to be afraid of an enraged rival, al 
has perſuaded the lady to run away with him. Cr 
They have ſent off their baggage two days ago, th 
and there is a coach getting ready to take them m 
up: I hear the noiſe, it is come; let us go th 
near; the perſon it is deſigned for is worth h; 
your feeing. --- She immediately appeared, and 
as ſoon as I ſaw her, I thought her a charming 
creature ; but what I admired moſt, was the tu 
elegance and neatneſs of her dreſs. Every th 
part of it, altho' a ſort of a deſhabille, and pro- th 
rap for a journey, would have made me take Þa 
Her for a lady of the firſt quality, it was fo very 10 
ſumptuous and rich. 251 could not help ad- 


miring it, As r ARO TH ſays to me, theſe are 
4 the ſpoils of that unfortunate lover, who ſtood 
"= . centine] all night at her door : ---But her for- 
Hi tune will go as it came, The fellow, who is 
| gone into the coach with her, will find a way 

| to make uſe of all her money, jewels, and 
e 3 cloaths; 415 
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cloaths, and then leave her to ſhift for herſelſ. 
Come, they are gone, let us go too. Do you 
ſee that great magnificent houſe ? Every thing 
there is in the moſt profound tranquillity ; but 
it is quite the ae: in that little one there 
over-againſt _ it. There is a gentleman juſt 


come out; let us take this opportunity to get 


in. What! ſo early at cards, ſays I, aeg 
into a hall where my Fragen at ſome game, | 
I know not what. Lou thould rather ſay late, 


replyed ASTAROTH,— Some of theſe perſons 


you. ſee there, are playing out of neceſſity, 


others out of an invincible paſhon for gaming, 


and the reſt have a tender regard for that pret 


creature that holds the cards. Of all theſe 


three, the laſt are the happieſt, they pay their 
money, and have ſo much mirth for it; but 
the others, who play from a paſſion of gaming, 
have only their loſs to comfort them. The 

in of money, and the loſs of honour, is the 

te of the ladies of this houſe, -- View theſe 
two creatures: They are ſiſters ; the talleſt of 
them is the eldeſt, and the handſomeſt; but 
the fineneſs of her perſon, is nothing in com- 
pariſon of the elegance and delicacy of her wit, 
What a loſs it would have been to the mo- 
narch of the ſhades, had theſe two ladies made 
a proper uſe of their natural talents and ac- 


_ compliſhments ! but, happily for us, they ap- 
plied them as we could have wiſhed, Love is 


a deity that is never idle, and keeps a watch- 
ful eye over the fair, She muſt have a ſtock 
of virtue indeed, that reſiſts his temptations, 
Saf JFF 
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when he endeavours to make a conqueſt: he ne- 
ver ſticks at any thing, and very rarely miſſes 
of his aim. Not that he found it any hard 
taſk to make theſe ladies his votaries ; they be- 


gan very eaſily to reliſh his inſtructions, and 


put his leſſons in practice, even before they were 


of a fit age, Nor have they ever been of dif- 


ficult acceſs, or given occaſion to any to com- 
plain of their cruelty, but ſuch as could not, or 
would not, come up to their price. That 
lady, however, who ſits at the head of the ta- 
ble, (and might paſs for a beauty but that ſhe is 
a little pale) is of a turn different: from the 
other two. Cupid has ſpared no pains, no 
contrivance, or artifice, to make her fall into 
his ſnares. And, for all we ſee her in ſuch 
company, we ought to make a real difference 
between her and the reſt. This is an excur- 


ſion, out of her way, which ſhe has made at 
the requeſt of her two friends, and that gentle- 


man who holds the cards: but, is not aware 
of the conſequences, She actually believes 
that the gentleman who aſked this of her, de- 
ſigns to marry her; and the eſteem ſhe 
has for him, has made her guilty of this in- 
diſcretion, which is the more dangerous, as ſhe 


acts honeſtly and ſincerely. — This is the firſt 


ſtep, and ſhe does not imagine there is any 


; harm in it 3 but one thing always brings on an- 


other, and e' er long, the reputation of this in- 
nocent will be much upon the ſame footing 


as that of her two friends. — Look again to 
the eldeſt of theſe two, and ſee, if you _ - 
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think ſhe practiſes to perfection all the airs of 


a coquet, Can any one make uſe of her eyes 
more dextrouſly, or acquit herſelf with better 
ſucceſs ! All this is defigned for that ſpark, 
who fits over againſt her, and who indeed is 
not ungrateful, He is a man who enjoys a 
conſiderable poſt, and is reſolved to ſacrifice 
his fortune, in order to become the huſband of 
that charming creature, Some affairs of 2 
private nature have delayed the marriage hi- 


' therto, and, in the mean time, he is making 


away with his ready caſh, in an expenſive gal- 


| lantry after the lady; but, as he has not 2 
great deal, his paſſion will fink with his purſe. 


oth of them. will then grow weary. of one 
another ; the lady of the gallant, becauſe he 
has no more money to throw away upon her, 
and becauſe his friends will no longer ſupply 
him in his extravagance ; and he, on the other 
hand, will be as glad to get quit of her, when 
he reflects upon his conduct, and is ſenſible that 
purſuing an affair of this kind, will ruin his 
fortune, and make him be looked upon as a 
fool by every wiſe man, However, as he is 
not aware of the conſequences, you ſee he pro- 
poſes another party of pleaſure, Which the two 
liſters agree to without any ceremony, The 


other lady, who refuſes to join with them, does 


it only for fear of her parents; but they will 


find means to remove that impediment. - Her 


young friend begs it of her, and the ſquire is 

fo very preſſing with her, that ſhe cannot be ſo 

hard-hearted as to refuſe. They appbint to 
: 5 meet 
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meet after dinner, and the gentlemen are to 


provide coaches. Vou ſee, the timorous lady 
is going to withdraw, that her mother may not 
know of a conduct, which ſhe herſelf cannot 
approve of. As for the other ladies, they are 
at home; and, as each of them is provided 
with a gallant, we need not give ourſelves any 


trouble about what will follow. — Come, let 


us retire, it is almoſt day ; and then we ſhall 

meet with no body that will excite our curio- 

ſity to enquire after, fe 
Always willing to follow my guide, I came 


away without any heſitation ; and, after croſ- 


ſing ſeveral ftreets, we came to a fine ſquare, 
adorned with trees, that made a moſt agreeable 
walk : Here ASTAROTH made me look up, 
and ſhewed me a very handfome lady, who 
ſeemed to be looking out of the window for 
ſome other reaſon, than merely to take the air. 
That lady, ſays ASTAROTH, is the only child 
of one of the greateſt noblemen in Spain; 
who, upon a difguſt fome years ago, left his 
own country, and retired hither. This lady 
did not ſeem to be above fifteen ; ſhe had ſome- 
thing of virtue and modeſty in her very looks, 
but withal, diſcovered ſuch a penſive ſadneſs, 
as I could not help being affected with, — What 


means this? faid I to my guide, There is 


ſomething, ſays he, very extraordinary, in the 
fortune of this young lady, which is well worth 


your hearing, — It is not love only, that is the 


reaſon of her being at the window ſo early, it 
is the effect of vexation and chagrin or rather, 


an 
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an impatient deſire to ſee a gentleman come 
out of the next houſe, whom ſhe loves to diſ- 


traction, and who has paſs'd the night with 


her, --- See, the door opens, and the ſpark 
comes out. What a fine perſon he has, and 


what a genteel appearance he makes ! --- A 


handſome gentleman indeed, ſays I, no wonder 
he ſhould gain a lady's heart. Mighty well, 
ſays As T ARO TH; you are like this young 


lady, you judge by appearance ; but ſhe has 


been bit, and cannot forgive her ſelf tor having 
been ſo far miſtaken, --- Come, you ſhall hear 
the whole hiſtory, _ yy 

That gentleman you ſaw juſt now come out 
of the houſe, is of a good family; he is called 


Baron ****, But as he had not an eſtate an- 
ſwerable to his birth, after he had finiſhed his 


ſtudies, he was forced to go into ſervice in 
quality of gentleman to a noble lord, who was 
obliged to come into this country, upon ſome 
important buſineſs. As ſoon as the Baron came 
here, he was very deſirous to go and ſee the 
moſt remarkable towns in the country, as he 
was very well recommended by letters from a 
great many perſons, Among others, he had 
one to- this lady's father. He could not have 
come better recommended, thai by the perſon 
who gave him this letter ; he was a nobleman 
they had the greateſt reſpect for, and they made 
him ſenſible of that, by the reception and en- 
jertainment they gave him, during the time he. 
itayed there; no ſort of diverſion or entertain- 


ment could be thought of that they did not get 
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for him. And in a very little time he had 
the additional ſatisfaction to perceive that the 
civility at firſt ſhewed him upon his letter of 
recommendation, was now payee out of a re- 
gard they had for his own perſonal merit. —But 
what ought to have given him the greateſt plea- 
ſure, was, that he could not help being ſenſi- 
ble, he had a more than ordinary. ſhare in the 
good graces of the charming AGNETA (that's 
the name of this lady) and that the civility 
ſhe ſhewed him, could not be attributed merely 
to the effects of good breeding. 

Ac NE TA, as yet too young to guard againſt 
the firſt impulſe of a growing paſſion, no ſooner 
faw the Baron, but ſhe blindly yielded to the 
ſecret emotions ſhe then felt, without being 
able to comprehend them, How handſome 
you are, Sir, ſays ſhe, very innocently to him 


and how glad ſhould I be to have a brother that 


reſembled you. This young creature acted fo 
undif, uiſedly, that ſhe was at no pains to con- 
ceal it from her parents. And they (not re- 
fecting that ſome are ſuſceptible of paſſions 
much more early than others) were ſo far from 
diſcouraging her in it, that they took as 


much pleaſure to hear her prate, as ſhe did in 


telling them. — However, the Baron, tho? he 
had more ſanctity than a novice in a cloyſter, 
eaſily found out that there was ſomething more 
than the chit-chat of a child, in the diſcourſe of 
AGNETA ; he ſaw what advances ſhe made: 
But a ſort of baſhfulneſs, the effects of his edu- 
cation, kept him from making ſuch uſe of it, as 
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he might have done. He had a hundred 
opportunities to open his mind in private, but 
never could have courage or reſolution enough 
to tell her, he deſired to be in a nigher relation 
to her than that of brother. -- But at the ſame 
time, that the gentleman was ſo fearful and re- 
ſerved, love, that ſkilful teacher, ſupported his 
intereſt another way, and was very ſedulous in 
training up a young ſcholar, whom he found 
very forward to receive his inſtructions. By 
the helps he gave her, the lady had made a. 
great progreſs in a very little time; as ſhe had. 
more vivacity than what is common at fuch an 
age, ſhe ſoon found the condition of her heart ; 
and how great a place the Baron had there. 
But ſo far was ſhe from endeavouring to ſtifle. 


her growing paſſion, that ſhe was careful of 
nothing, but how to conceal it from thoſe ſhe 


thought would not approve of it. 
Things were in this ſituation, when the Ba- 


ron received a letter, which obliged him to be 


gone in all haſte.--- It was then AGNET a per- 
ceived ſhe could not live without him. Fhe 
thoughts of parting with her lover affected her 


in ſuch a manner, as really made her an object 


of pity. Her diſorder was fo great, that it was 
with difficulty ſhe was able to conceal the caufe ; 
nay, ſhe was often prompted to diſcover it her- 
ſelf, in order, if poſſible, to ward off a miſ- 
fortune ſhe had before never experienced. 


But her prudence prevailed fo far, as to make 


her get the better of her grief, at leaſt ſo as not 
to diſcover the reaſon of it: But the more ſhe 
put 
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put this reſtraint upon herſelf, the more ſhe 


every day ſuffered from an anxiety ſhe had been 


altogether unaccuſtomed to, It would have been 
leſs afflicting, if ſhe had received before his 
departure any particular profeſſion or declaration 


of love; eſpecially as the affection ſhe had for 


him ſo well deſerved it, and her paſſions were 


ſo very delicate and ſenſible. But nothing 


could be got out of him but expreſſions either 
too general to be rightly underſtood, or that 


had too much of ceremony and reſerve, Altho” 


ſhe had reaſon to believe that he was not in- 
ſenſible, yet her paſſions were too keen and 
lively, to be ſatisfied without being at a certainty; 


it gave her the utmoſt anxiety, that ſhe ſhould 


be left to gueſs or imagine it. This uncer- 
tainty quite embarraſſed her; and her ſituation 


was fo much the worſe, as there was no body 


ſhe could ſufficiently truſt, but was on. the con- 
trary obliged to put a conſtraint upon herſelf, 
for fear of diſcovering what was ſo much her 
intereſt to conceal, 


How might all this anxiety have been pre- 
' vented, as well as the vexation you ſaw her in, 


had this lady but then known. the .underhand 
methods her unworthy lover took, in order to 
get away from her. -- I have already told you 
that the Baron was both reſerved, and a man 
of great ſanity ; hut I ſhould have further ac- 
quainted you, that he was religiouſly ſcrupulous 
upon the moſt trifling occaſions ; and a ſlave to 
cuſtom, Being all his life-time accuſtomed 
never to enter upon any thing without the ad- 

vice 
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vice of his ſpiritual director, he was kept from 
pur ſuing his inclination, for fear he ſhould com- 
mit ſome great ſin. The thoughts of this fil- 
led his ſoul with horror; and not having himſelf 
refolution enough to fly from a place, in which 
he thought himſelf always in danger, he had 
recourſe to a ſtratagem, | 

I could not forbear, upon this, interrupting 


ARTAROTH ; what, fays I, was that letter 


the Baron received, counterfeited ? It was not: 
a letter from my lord *** his maſter ; and as 
for any danger he was in; he ſeemed cautious 
to avoid it, in a ſituation where other men go 


as it were blind-fold, Why do you interrupt 


me, ſays ASTAROTH? firſt hear me out, and 
then make what reflections you think proper,-- 
The letter he received, was not counterfeit ;: 
and his maſter wrote it, at his requeſt, and out 


of friendſhip for him, without knowing the 


reaſon of his aſking it, But you may well 
imagine what he thought of his ſcrupulous nicety, 
when upon his return, he received an account 
of the whole affair from the Baron, without 


diſguiſing the leaſt particular. He treated him 
as a fool, and one quite inſenſible; nay he was 


on the point of ſending him back immediately 
to make amends for the unaccountable ſtupidity 
of his conduct. However, as he had a great 
regard for him, he only carried his raillery fo 
for, as he thought neceſſary to remove his 
fooliſh prejudices. -- The affair never went 
farther ; and had it not been for the indiferetion 


of his confeſſor, who told the ſtory under 25 
| ther 
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ther name, perhaps it would never have been 
wn, | 
This ſpiritual director of his was none of 
thoſe moroſe bigots, who carry the ſeverity of 
their morals and doctrine fo far, as to be the 
bane and deſtruction of 1 As ſoon as 
the Baron propoſed his ſcruptes, 


any thing, faid he, be more lawful than mar- 
riage, or can wealth and riches be more honeſtly 
acquired, than having them as a fortune with a 
wife? If this lady loves you, I think you can- 
not do better than embrace ſuch an opportunity 
of making your fortune. You have the advan- 
tage of an illuſtrious birth, ſhe is prodigiouſſy 


rich, and nothing can better tally together; 


beſides you are both your own maſters, and 
conſequently may diſpoſe of your ſelves agree- 
able to your inclinations. So Sir, ſays his 
fpiritual guide, if you will be adviſed by me, 
do not neglect this opportunity, but marry the 
lady. Your having ſuch a place in her eſteem, 
is a particular mark of the favour of heaven, and 

which you ought to be ſo far from neglecting, 
that you ſhould acknowledge it with al. 
neſs and gratitude. 

This gentleman's knowledge was not entirely 
confined to divinity. He gave him ſome pro- 
per inſtructions, how to behave in the affair, 

which were of great uſe to the fearful Baron; 
tho? he did not make the uſe of them he might 
bave done; as Lwill ſhew you preſently. 


he ſpoke to 
him on the ſubje& with great warmth, Can 


While 
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While this ſcrupulous lover was conſulting 
bis father confeſſor, the poor lady was plunged 
in the deepeſt diſtreſs. As ſhe had a far better 
opinion of the Baron than he deſerved, 'ſhe 
could not bear his abſence, but with the great- 
eſt anxiety, Altho' ſhe was as cautious as 
poſhble, yet it was not in her power to hide 
the impreſſions her preſent ſituation made up- | 
on her, and therefore ſhe was only careful not | 
to diſcover the cauſe. The moſt retired places . 

of the houſe were what ſhe frequented with 74 
the greateſt pleaſure, and never found ſo much 4 
ſatisfaction as in thoſe moments ſhe enjoyed all "mo 

alone, But this was a pleaſure ſhe had but 4 
ſeldom ; for as her parents were vaſtly fond oft 
her, they were almoſt always with her. — The I 
tenderneſs of her mother, that ſought every 1 
method to give her eaſe and relief, ſerved only i | 
to increaſe 15 diſorder - Inſenſible to every 174 
thing but her dear Baron, ſhe became at laſt i 
careleſs of her own preſervation ; and her health, 14 
which was committed to the care of ignorant BY 
and raſh phyſicians, began daily to grow worſe Nl 
and worſe, My lord and lady were in deſpair 
for her, when the arrival of the Baron relieved 
them from' their anxiety, and happened more 

a 7750 than they were aware of. 


— - Pane” — ” we cw 


. 
—ͤ—FE—4— ——— — eee 
— — 1 2 — 


ou may imagine how ſhe was affected at 
the ſight of a man, who had imployed all her 
thoughts for above two months before, — She. 
did not want penetration; and eaſily diſcovered 
that ſhe was the occaſion of the Baron's 
return. This had ſuch a ſenſible effect * 
Ee er, 
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her, that ſhe preſently recovered from the 

languiſhing ſtate ſhe had been in, and: her eyes 

regained their former luſtre, — Her ſpeedy re- 

covery made her parents look upon it as miracle, 
and the immediate interpoſition of heaven grant- 

ed in conſequence of their prayers, and the con- 

ſiderable ſums they had laid out, not in deeds 
of charity, but to obtain the interceſſion of 
ſome pious eccleſiaſticks, who made them pay 

for them more than their weight in gold. 

_ AGNETA alone knew to what this miracle 

ought to be aſcribed ; ſhe thought nothing mi- 

raculous in the caſe, but that her parents ſhould 

be ſo much miſtaken ; and this gave her an in- 

finite pleaſure. Her recovery was celebrated 

in ſuch a manner, that from thence ſhe had 
many opportunities of being alone with. the 
man in the world ſhe found the moſt agreeable, 

The Baron was now no more that ſcrupulous, 


fearful lover; but paſſionate, grateful, and full 


of tenderneſs and affection, which he. expreſſed 
with all the graceſulneſs and paſſion love could 
inſpire him with, How eloquent his miſtreſs 
thought him] and what an inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure it gave her, to hear him declare it was ſhe 
only that could make him happy ! Incapable 
of diſſimulation, and thoroughly perſuaded of 
the ſincerity of her lover, he opened all her 
ſoul. to him, — In the very firſt converſation, 
ſhe owned what ſhe had ſuffered for his abſence ; 
that ſhe ſhould think herſelf happy in having 


him for a huſband ; and ſwore to him ſhe would 


bave 


— 
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the conſent of her parents. 
A gallant may eaſily bring his miſtreſs to any 
thing, when once he finds her in the humour 
this loveſick lady was in. But the Baron, tho” 
handſome, genteel and eloquent, was very far 
from being a daring or enterpriſing genius. 
More in love with her money than her perſon, 
his ambition rofe no further than to be maſter 
of her ſtrong-box. "This was the laſt favour he 


| deſired, and he was ſatisfied with a promiſe in 


form. The indiſcreet lady not only made 
him fuch a promiſe as he deſired, but volunta- 
rily added to that a deed of fifty thouſand crowns, 

This fum, tho? ſmall in comparifon of the 
vaſt riches ſhe was miſtreſs of, yet far exceeded 
what the Baron ever expected, ſo that he was 
not wanting in teftifying what a grateful ſenſe 
he had of it ; but colder than even old age it 
ſelf, love could never ſuggeſt or make him 


ſenſible, that in ſuch a cafe he ought to have 


ſhewn his gratitude another way, than by words 
and proteſtations. 555 
But AGNET A was no ways inſenſible how a 


lover ought to behave in ſuch circumſtances. 


Touch'd to the quick with the indifference and 
coldneſs of the Baron, ſhe could not help ſe- 
cretly accuſing him for keeping at too great a 
diſtance, and not ſhewing an ardour equal to 


what ſhe experienced herſelf; nor was ſhe a 


little piqued and mortified upon it, — So violent 
and keen were her pafſions, that forgetting 
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have no other, even if ſhe never ſhould obtain 
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what was due to her ſex, ſhe even made the 
firſt advances to him. 

But alas ! all to no purpoſe ; ſhe might ſooner 
have given life to a breathleſs corps, than in- 
ſpire warmth, and ſentiments of love into this 
cold inſenſible creature. — All ſhe did, and 
every ftep ſhe took, only ſerved to convince 
her that ſhe had placed her heart and affections 
upon an object altogether unworthy of her. 
But this might have proved of ſingular ſervice 
to her; and it was an aggravation of her miſ- 
fortune, to ſee her deſigns baffled, juſt in the 
moment ſhe was to have put them in execu- 
tion. The maid who waited upon her, had 
ſome ſuſpicions of the matter, and imprudentl 
diſcovered it to her mother; who by ſeveral 
circumſtances perceiving the conduct of her 


daughter to correſpond with what the ſervant 


had told her, thought of nothing but how to 
get rid of a ſtranger, whom ſhe looked upon 
trom that moment as a traitor and ſeducer. 
However, as ſhe did not believe that her 
daughter was fallen into any real diſorder, and 
much leſs imagine that ſhe could bind herſelf 
by any deed, like a prudent mother, ſhe found 
out a plauſible pretence to get rid of the Baron, 


without letting any one know the true reaſon 


ſhe had for acting in ſuch a manner. But the 
young lady had a quick and lively ſenſe of 
things; beſides ſhe was in love, and that was 
enough to make her eaſily comprehend what 
her mother would fo induſtriouſly have con- 
cealed. $44 
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She had therefore diſcernment enough, not 
to abandon herſelf ſo much to grief and melan- 
choly, as ſhe had done the firſt time her lover 
went from her. Secure in the fidelity and af- 
fection of the Baron, ſhe now thought of no- 
thing but to elude the vigilance of thoſe who 
watched her, She had two things to bring 
about; how: to eſcape the watchful eye of an 
attentive mother; and to gain over to her in- 
tereſt a cunning and ſubtile governante ; both 
which ſhe thought at firſt impoſſible. --- But 
what's impoſſible to love? What fetches and con- 
trivances does it not inſpire them with, who 
become it's votaries? She found means, by the 
force of gold, to gain over the governante; and 
as for her mother, ſhe knew ſo well how to 
diſſemble, that ſhe made her believe the Baron 
was as indifferent to her, as if no ſuch man 
had ever been. AGNETA not only appeared 
indifferent, but upon every occaſion, had fo 
much command of herſelf, that ſhe could par- 
take of any pleaſure and diverſion, with the 
fame eaſe, as if her mind had been entirely diſ- 
engaged from every thing elſe. Beſides, her 
mother was ſo very exact, that ſhe never let her 
ſtir but in her comp any; at church, at ball, 
when ſhe went a viſiting or walking, ſhe was 
always along with her. How then could ſhe 
off have any miſtruſt or ſuſpicion of 
her? However, as AGNETA had made her 
governante, by the ſtrength of preſents, en- 
tirely devoted to her intereſt, ſhe found means 
to maintain a correſpondence by letters every 


day 


- 
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day with her lover. This made her condition 
104 inſupportable; but, by and by, it became 
as inſipid, as it had been pleaſant and entertain- 
ing. --- It was in vain for the Baron to write 
her the moſt paſſionate and tender things ; ſhe 
wanted {till ſomething further, ſomething more 
ſubſtantial than bare words ; ſhe had a mind to 
have an interview with him, and brought it 
about in the following manner. . 

In love intrigues, as in every thing elle, 
money always has the greateſt effect. Her 
woman, by properly applying a handſom ſum 
of money, prevailed upon the miſtreſs of the 
houſe next to theirs to allow the Baron the li- 


4 


lady's ; eſpecially as ſhe was told it was a gen- 
tleman that was in a ſhort time to become her 
huſband. - Look up to theſe two houſes, ſays 
ASTAROTH, you ſee there two windows up- 
on the ſame line. It was this way the Baron 
got to his miſtreſs, Fortune could not poſſibly 
have favoured him more, but at the ſame time 


that deſerved them leſs. .I ſuppoſe you'll hard- 
ly give credit to me, when I tell you that he 
had the command of himſelf ſo far as te 
paſs the night with ſo young and pretty 
a creature as AGNETA, without offering to 
treſpaſs the bounds of decency, or do any thing 
that might give the leaſt ſhock to her modeſty, 
- But ſhe does not want reſolution ; her aver- 
ſion is now greater than her love, and will ren- 
der her incapable of keeping any Mer” 
is 


berty of - paſſing thro' her houſe to the young 


never did ſhe beſtow her favours upon a man 


2 
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This very day ſhe will herſelf own every part 


of her conduct to her mother, and give herſelf 
up to her mercy. e 72 
But what will become of the deed? ſays I: 
The Baron, anſwered As r ARO TH, will give 
it to his confeſſor, and AG NET A's mother will 
have the addreſs to get it into her hands and 
burn it. — However, the affair will get abroad, 
and muſt be made up by means of money; the 
Baron will get a conſiderable ſum, and this will 
enable him to retire and bury his ſhame and 
diſgrace in oblivion. „ Bite 


—— 


CHAP. v. 


Concerning a great variety of things, which 
_ ASTAROTH fhewed the author; ſo very 
numerous that it would require ſeveral 
volumes to give an account of them all. 


q * #4 


M* guide would not allow me any time to 
+ make reflections upon the hiſtory of this 


oung lady. He had ſcarce made an end, when 


e deſired me to take notice of a chariot, that 
drove at a prodigious rate: What a fine day they 


are like to have, ſays he, and how early peo- 


ple begin to ſhew themſelves ! That chariot 
denotes to you, I ſuppoſe, the character and 
quality of the perſon that is in it, I ſmiled, 


and told him that inſtead of a coat of arms, 1 


ſaw a tree upon it, which I ſuppos'd was em- 
2 9 blema⸗ 
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blematical of the tree of life and death; a tree 


as deſtructive to the reſt of mankind, as it has 
been beneficial to the faculty; for the gentle- 
man appears to me to be a phyſician going 
ſomewhere in great haſte, You are not 
miſtaken, ſays ASTAROTH 3 and you may 
ſee. what a hurry he is in, even by his very 
looks. An adventure of a fingular nature 
requires his attendance ; and you will be the 
better pleaſed with it, as it is an affair no ways 
relating to the death of any perſon. As he 

ſaid this, the doctor cen into the houſe; 
come, > AST ARO H, let us follow him. --- 


Do you behold that pretty lady there; the diſ- 


order you ſee her in, and her pitiful cries, ſuf- 
ficiently diſcover her condition. — Why was I 


ſo eaſily prevailed upon? cryed ſhe, Cruel 


MARMOR IS! is this the effect of your love, 
that I muſt either ſuffer death or the loſs of my 
reputation ! --But here's the doctor: You ſee 
how he is preparing himſelf in order to perform 
the partof a midwife. He gives a helping hand 
to the lady, but the awkard manner he does 
it in, ſufficiently ſhews how little experience 
he has had in this ſort of practice. Her nurſe 
is as much at a loſs as the phyſician, neither 
one nor the other of them knows what they 
are about. However, juno Lucina takes 
care of her, and brings her ſeaſonable help. 


Every thing will be well; nature helps her out. 


See; ſhe's delivered from her greateſt misfor- 
tune, What a pretty bantling it is ; the very 
picture of it's father, One may tell by it's very 

| looks, 
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looks, that it will follow his footſteps, and be- 


come an accompliſhed rake ; if death does not 


cut ſhort the thread of it's life, — Where are 
they carrying the infant, cry'd I, ſeeing the 
maid take it away under her apron, and going 
out, Alas ! fays ASTAROTH, mo are car- 
rying the child to a woman, who will look up- 
on herſelf as obliged to publiſh whatever 'ſhe 
knows concerning this affair; one who will 
pretend to relate for certain, what ſhe has but 


' a very imperfect knowledge of; and will re- 


veal what this lady would wiſh to be ſunk in 
eternal ſilence and oblivion, — It is a happineſs 


for the mother, that her pains came upon her 


before ſhe herſelf went to the houſe her child 
is now carried to, for ſhe had deſigned it ; 
which would have been ſo far from hiding her 
ſhame, that it would have been a means of 
making it publick to the world. The god of 
love has been propitious to her, even beyond 


her expectations. You was witneſs how ſhe 


endeavoured to keep from crying out; and as 
ſhe ſucceeded in that, and they took the pre- 
caution to diſpatch the ſervants out of the way 
upon ſeveral pretences, ſhe looks upon it, that 
I be kept quite huſh, and that is 


have ſomething elſe to ſhew you. | 
You ſee I have brought you far out of your 
way, ſays he; but why do you laugh at our 
halting here, before ſuch a pitiful houſe ? Do 
you imagine that we can ſee nothing worth our 
notice, or that will 1 6 us a 
ut 
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but in the fine and magnificent palaces of the 


great? As mean as this houſe is, the woman 
Who lives in it, was once a perſon of figure and 
Jubſtance ; and might have been ſo ſtill, had 
| ſhe not fooliſhly parted with her money to a 
nephew, who proved an inhuman as well as 
a covetous wretch, I'Il fave you the trou- 
ble it would give you to ſee her: I know ſuch 
a ſcene of miſery would too ſenſibly affect you. 
We'll not go into the houſe, This bill you ſee 
put up there will convince you, that what I 

am to tell you is literally true. 1 
I be bill is to acquaint the publick, that the 
heir of the perſon, who inhabits the houſe, is 
in hopes ſhe will very ſoon quit it, to go to 
another world, In a word, the poor old lady 
who lives in it, is in a moſt miſerable ſituation ; 
and ſo entirely deſtitute of any poſſible means 
of help, that it is morally impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
ever better her circumſtances. A few years 
ago, having greater wealth than was ſufficient 
to maintain her, ſhe thought herſelf obliged to 
make a will, that her friends, after her deceaſe, 
might receive marks of her affection and grati- 
tude. What folly was this! However, this 
will was already made; when her nephew, 
hearing what his aunt had done, came from the 
_ furtheſt part of Europe, in order to be near her. 
His name is SNEDI, After he was arrived, he 
found it an eaſy matter to make the good wo- 
man believe he had no other views in coming, 
but the pleaſure of ſeeing his dear aunt, Mat- 
ters were managed ſo well, that he got the ſe- 
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aret out of her; ſhe ſhewed him the teſtament, 


and diſannulled it a little after, by a deed of 
gift, of all ſhe was worth, in favour of this 


dutiful nephew. This deed was ſcarce in his, 


poſſeſſion, when his avarice carried him fo far, 


that he ſeized, under different pretences, all that 


the poor woman had ; nay, he was even careleſs 
of preſerving ſo much as the outward form of 
decency or civility, and obliged her to be conten. 
with a very ſmall annuity, to ſubſiſt upon for 
the reſt of her life. All her leaſes, and the 
titles of every part of her eſtate, are actually 
in his hands. | But what do I talk of leaſes and 
titles! Even all her moveables are gone over 
ſeas with him, and the poor creature has not 


even neceſſaries to ſupport her miſerable and 


wretched life. She is now at the very point of 
death ; I don't ſuppoſe but ſhe will be dead 
before night; and ſo much the happier her lot: 
For did ſthe but live a few days longer, this 
bleſſed nephew of hers has taken care, that ſhe 
muſt either lie in the ſtreets, or be beholden to 
ſome one that would take her in out of charity. 
It is 'by his orders, you ſee a bill thereupor 
her houſe, As ſoon as he heard his aunt was il! 

ſuppoſing that ſhe never would recover, he wa 
unwilling to loſe ten pounds, altho' he ſucceeder 


to an eſtate worth ten thouſand. It is indeet 


a ſurpriſing thing, the old gentlewoman lives ſi- 
long. It would ſeem ſhe lived out of ſpite te 
her heir, who, to be ſure, would very gladly 
be free of the trouble of paying her annuity, 
You ſee that good old 5 going into tho 
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houſe ; he's the nephew's correſpondent ; a 
man who makes the greateſt profeſſions of reli- 
gion, but knows nothing farther of it than the 
name, What do you think he wants with the 
ſick gentlewoman? Why, to inform himſelf, 
whether ſhe be dead, and what news he can 
ſend his friend to-night © 

But, I ſhould never have done, if T were 
obliged to make you acquainted with the cha- 
racters, and different employments of the great 
crowd of perſons, who preſent themſelves to 
your view all at once. Indeed, replied I, the 
number is pretty conſiderable ; and, I obſerve 
' ſeveral who excite my curioſity. But, ſince 
you cannot ſatisfy me as to every one, I hope, 
at leaſt, you will not refuſe to acquaint me 
who that gentleman is, wth the two genteel 
footmen at his heels, His riches, and good 
taſte, appear in his dreſs and liveries : His fin- 
gers are loaded with rings. He ſeems in great 
haſte; I fancy we cannot do better than fellow 
him: No doubt, ſome important buſineſs calls 
him, Pray do ſo, faid ASTAROTH ; you 
will ſee a party at tennis, and hear the players 


raging, ſwearing, and pouring out ſome of the 


choiceſt idioms of our infernal language : If 
you want to be farther ſatisfied, follow the gen- 
tleman; for, I aſſure you, that is the important 
buſineſs to which he is now making ſuch haſte. 
After the party is over, there muſt be an enter- 
tainment ; and when the wine has heated their 
blood, away goes the company to mother — s 
a moſt polite, well-behaved, civil IONS, 
who 
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* who has two daughters endowed with all their 
© mother's virtues, _ 3 „ 
A fine day's work, cried II a few like this 
muſt ſend the youth to the other world; atleaſt 
he don't ſeem to be of a conſtitution able to 
hold out long at this rate, That's another miſ- 
take, anſwered my guide; debauchery, like 
hard exerciſe, ſtrengthens ſome conſtitutions: 
We ſee examples of it daily. Ibis young gen- 
tleman, whom you take to be ſiekly, is a re- 
markable inſtance: As he has a large eſtate, 
which came into his own hands when. very 
young, there is no ſort of pleaſure or debau- 
ehery which he has not tried, and which he is 
not perfect maſter of. His days are a continued 
ſeries of incredible lewdneſs. No crimes afright 
him; there is no vice he is unacquainted with, 
or which he has not refined upon, In a word, 
this gentleman is the darling of all our infernal 
kingdom ; he values himſelf on appearing vi- 
cious, and being;iknown for ſuch by all his gc- 
quaintance. As he had no education, he does 
not know how to uſe his money, except in ex- 
travagant cloaths, equipages, and lawleſs plea- 
ſnres: But would you know what muſt be the 
confequence of all this exceſs? He'll ſoon run 
through his eſtate, and when he has nothing to 
ſupport him, he'll live with two abandoned 
women, and ſerve them as a bully, till death 
ſend him to his proper place of abode, _ 
Obſerve that young handſome fellow, who 
is going the ſame way with the gentleman TI have 
been deſcribing, That ſtrut, and proud air in his 
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walk is affected, in order to conceal his mean birth: 
He has no money, but has a taſte for debauchery, 
and upon this merit has inſinuated himſelf cun- 
ningly into the eſteem of an old gentltman he is 
now going to meet at the tennis-court : He is, 
as it were, his prime miniſter, and deſerves this 


title ſo much the better, as he makes a tool of 


e has a ſhare in all his pleaſures, 
without paying a farthing, and uſes his money 
on all occaſions as if it were his own, When 
once this ſpring is dried up, he*ll endeayour to 
ſupply himſelf with money by 'tricks of another 
nature, and will meet with the juſt recompence 
of his actions in a halter, 


his maſter. 


But numbers eſcape us, while I'm deſcribing 


a good-for-nothing fellow, unworthy of our 
attention, 
whoſe complexion and ſhape make amends for 
the coarſeneſs of her features. Her huſband was 

only a ſerjeant,when ſhe found the way to charm 

the heart of a general officer. This warrior, 

whoſe ſoul was as tender as brave, thought it 
not below him to poſſeſs the affections of this 

lovely woman : Immediately he hired a fine 
Houſe for her, and took lodgings for himfelf in 
it. Next he found a way to remove the huſ- 
hand, by ſending him to make his fortune in 
the Weſt-Indies. The ſtory is public; but 

don't think that the lady is the lefs eſteemed 
among the polite part of mankind ; ſhe is now 

rich, and that covers all the {tains of her con- 

duct ; her children receive honours, which do 

not belong to them, and have the ſame rank # 
"= Bn the 


Obſerve that tall lady of a good air, 
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the world, as they could pretend to, if they 
were legitimate: Vet the general would never 
ſuffer them to go by any other name than the 
ſerjeant's, to whom he has given a commiſſion 
on his return from the Indies. The children 
obeyed; but, unwilling to change their father, 


their vanity would not allow the public to be 
_ deceived ; they ET publiſh their mother's 


guilt, and the huſban 
were begotten, 
Fine children truly, faid I to my guide; they 
muſt be void of all ſenſe of honour, or probity, 
to publiſh their own infamy. But pray tell me 


s abſence when they 


who that tall gentleman is, thin faced, but 
pretty well dreſſed, who ſeems to be oppreſt 


with anxiety that moves my compaſſion. What 
cried ASTAROTH, don't you know the famous 
poet NARBESIUS, that mirror of learning, that 
univerſal genius, who underftands all ſciences, 
and excels in every branch of knowledge ? His 


perplexity is not without reaſon, As he owes . 


more than he is worth, his creditors have inhu- 
manly ſeized his goods, and to-morrow will 
ſell them to the higheſt bidder, In a word, his 
ſituation is fo deplorable, that if he had leſs 


wit, it might be feared this would turn his 
brain. 


Alas! cry'd I, I pity theſe poor men, aban- 
doned to deſpair. Pity only ſome of them, an- 
ſwered my guide, The paſſions don't produce 
the ſame effect on every one, There are ſome 


men who diſtinguiſh themſelves from the groſs of 


mankind, by their manner of bearing misfor- 
1 | 8 tunes. 
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tunes. Don't be afraid that NarBEsIVs 
throws himſelf into the river, or be ſuch a foo! 
as to hang himſelf. He's no Engliſhman ; his 
fury will only inſpire him with an elegy, in 
which he'll paint his deſpair in the moſt lively 
colours, and pathetic expreffions. 'Let us follow 
him, we'll ſee him go into one of his friends 
houſes, where he'll play the moſt extravagant 
frolicks. 3 

Well, added my guide, when we came to 
the houſe of our poet's friend, did not I tell you 
the truth ? Can there be any thing more extra- 
vagant ? His firſt ſalutation to his friend, is, 
that he has a mind to kill himſelf ; that the af- 


fair is reſolved upon ; he therefore begs of him 


not to hinder it. But he talks to a man of ſenſe, 
who knows him too well to be made a fool of, 
Obſerve how he diverts himſelf with this ſcene, 
which would move the compaſſion of another, 
Ah my dear NARRBESIUS! fays he to him, with 
all the pretended concern of one touched with 
the quickeſt ſenſe of grief, NARBESITIUSs, the 
flower of the poets, muſt I then loſe = for 
ever! how ſhall I ſupport life when obliged to 
live without you? No! it muſt not be; PI! 
never ſuffer it, But it is peculiar to intenſe 
grief not to admit of any conſolation ; nothing 
can comfort this poor diſconſolate poet ; every 
expreſſion his friend makes uſe of to ſoften or 
_ mitigate his ſorrow, ſerves only to increaſe it. 
See what a rueful piteous condition he is in; 
they bring him wine, but even that won't do; 
upon their preſenting him a glaſs, he _ it, 
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drinks up the liquor, but falls a ſcreaming again 
more diſmally than ever.---W hat then can be 
thought of to calm the tumults of his ſoul ? 


Come, the other bumper, and after it a third: 
You ſee, he drinks them off as it were out of 


mere madneſs. I proteſt, he does it ſo well, 
that one would think he took a pleaſure himſelf 


in the diverſion ; you ſee he has made a ſhift to 


empty the bottle, But here comes another 


ſcene; the cloth is laid, and dinner upon table: 


this throws him into fits again, Obſerve his be- 
haviour; he fits down and raves, raves again, 
and then eats, but drinks till he can ſay no more. 
Sovereign juice of the grape, enlivening liquor, 
how wonderful are its effects! it clears the 
beart, and revives the drooping ſpirits, reſtores 


the ſenſes, and chaſes away gloomy melancholy, 


and corroding cares; makes life joyful, and 
worth preſerving z and ſo calms the tumultuous 


paſſions of the r and furious, that 


they taſte the joys of ſociety, and reliſh the 


pleaſures of - fellowſhip. Do you know him to 


be that man now, that a while ago, in his rav- 


ings, called for death to relieve him from his 


troubles? Is he the ſame perſon whoſe deplor- 
able condition but juſt now moved your pity ſo 
much ? Did you ever ſee any man in the full 
enjoyment of every thing, that could boaſt of 
being happier than he? Liſten attentively to 
the converſation z his facetious friend, who 


knows his way, very humourouſly brings the 


ſubje& of poetry upon the carpet. Oh | how he 
is in his element! what ſallies of wit come from 
F . bim: 


154 The Devil turn'd Hermit. 


him ! You may find him there any time between 
this and midnight ; then he'll come to his lodg- 

ings, without ſo much as reflecting, that he 
muſt decamp betimes to-morrow morning, 


And how will he diſpoſe of himſelf then ? 


ſays I. Diſpoſe of himſelf, replied As r ARO TH 
do you imagine that a wit, like him, is ever at 
2 loſs ? He'll find friends to give him money, 
and ſet him up again. — But beſides, poverty is 
what he is far from being a ſtranger to. He has 
been brought up, as it were, under her very 
| winks and has learned from his childhood, to 
conſider her as a tender affectionate mother, 
who never abandons, or loſes fight of him, but 
when ſhe deſigns to make it up by an exceſs 
of maternal care and fondneſs, == However, 
to hear him ſpeak ſometimes, you would fancy 
him ſuch a graceleſs reprobate, as if he never 
was better pleaſed, than when he gets from un- 
der the watchful eye of his parent. — But it is 
in vain for him to talk in this manner, or endea- 
vour to perſuade himfelf, that what he ſays is 
true; every part and ſtep of his conduct gives 
the lye to his words: The force of nature, and 
filial piety, work ſtrongly in him, that he can- 
not, if he would, reſiſt den! and it is im- 
poſſible that he ſnould degenerate into an unna- 
tural or undutiful child. 


As TAROT H continued his pleaſantry, till 
we got before a large ſquare building, where 
people of all nations were crowding in by thou- 
ſands.— The earneſt looks of the people who 
frequented it, more than the ſtructure er 
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made me know it to be that antient temple, ts 
which greater numbers come to pay their de- 
votion, than there are grains of ſand on the ſea 
ſhore. Let us be gone, cry'dIto AsTARoTH, 
the danger I was in here once before, makes 
me know how hazardous it is, for a man to be 


expoſed to the fury of bigots. Beſides, Mr. 


ASTAROTH, ſays I, you very well know, 
that the ſight of a fanatick, or enthuſiaſt, makes 
my fleſh creep; and Pm much mikaken, if we 
can find any others here. 

Pray how long may it be, ſays As TAROT N, 
ſince you conceived ſuch an averſion to enthu- 
ſiaſts? Are not all men ſo more or leſs? And 
are not you yourſelf, at this very time, an in- 


ſtance of it, when the heat of your imagination 
carries you ſo far, as that you make no differ- 
ence between ſo many thouſands of men, and 


judge of them all alike? For a man prudently 


to foreſee what is at a diſtance, draw conſe-- 
quences from every accident, never to enter- 


priſe any thing but upon mature reflection, and 
to act upon the ſame principles: In a word, for 


one to have the addreſs to make every thing 


turn out to advantage, I would ask you, Sir, 


If there is any thing in all this, that reſembles: 
the character of an enthuſiaſt ? But yet this cha- 
racter agrees exactly with one part of them you 
ſee in this place: Iſay one part, but would not 
have you think that this is the greateit ; by no 


means, for altho' all who come here, have the 


ſame end in view, they take fo different ways 
to accompliſn it, that there is nothing more 
6- Common 
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156 The Devil turn d Hermit. 
common, than to ſee nnmbers of them going 
out of the road, and breaking their necks, in- 
ſtead of hitting the mark. 

This aſſembly, you expreſs ſo much indiffer- 
ence for, is perhaps the beſt worth your atten- 


tion of any in the world.-- And it would be quite 


wrong, that for the ſake of any diſguſt, you 
ſhould deprive yourſelſ of the pleaſure of know- 


ing, what is ſo well worth your notice; let us 
get up to the top of that Cornice, altho' it be 


not very large, you will like it better than be- 


ing in the crowd; come, don't be afraid, we 


are as conveniently poſted as we could wiſh, --- 
Conſider, ſays he to me, that enormous over- 
grown body, conſiſting of ſuch a number of ſe- 
parate individuals, all of whom are obliged to 
meet, and come together at a certain time of 
the day; and then they only make a confuſed 
crowd, but of ſuch wonderful agility, that its 
motions dazzle the eyes, and eſcape the obſer- 
vation of the ſenſes, I muſt confeſs, anſwered 
J, that there is ſomewhat very extraordinary in 


this; but I don't ſo much wonder at their being 
ſo earneſt to meet, as I admire how they can 


readily find out one another, in the midſt of ſo 
much confuſion, What can it be that makes 
them act with this earneſtneſs and vehemency ? 
dap way but intereft, replied he; *tis that which 
is the firſt mover 3 the ſpring and motive of 


every one's actions. They undertake nothing 
but what they are prompted to from this prin- 
ciple. But above all others, one cannot help 
admiring the remarkable induſtry and activity of 

| | one 
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The Devil turn'd Hermit, 1 57 
one ſet among them in particular; ſee how they 
friſk and all about like ſwallows ; firſt running 
from one {ide to another, then back again 
the ſame way ; after that to another place, and 
ſoon, without having a moment's reſt, --- Ob- 
ſerve how they accoſt every one they meet; 
aſking queſtions at ſome, haranguing others, and 
ſometimes encompaſſed with a crowd gaping 
and ſtaring at them. Would not one imagine 
by all this, that fortune had a particular kind- 
neſs for them, that they were of her privy- 
council, and beſtowed her favours on whom 
they pleaſed ? _ 
Take them all together, or in their collective 
capacity, and they compoſe a body, which Jo 
may look upon as the mover or occaſion of all 


that buſtle you obſerve here; excepting only, 


that as their deſigns are various, they don't all 
go the ſame way to work: Every thing paſſes 
through their hands; ſo extenſive is their know- 
ledge, and fo dexterous are they in every ſort of 
cunning, that you would take them all to be 
the pupils of MERCURY. They are a kind of 
Syrens, and by virtue of a little wand, which 
moſt of them are furniſhed with, can make you, 
' when they pleaſe, believe that black is white, 
Never do they open their mouths but in hyper- 
boles. As they are paid for doing the ſervice of 


the temple, they perform their duty with ſo 


much the more zeal, as their wages are pro- 
portionable to the art with which they prevail 
upon, and perſwade others.--It is ſeldom this 
ſort of people fail of getting rich; altho' in ſome 
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meaſure they be the leaſt conſiderable ſet in this 
aſſembly, they are without doubt the moſt hap- 
8 can make a thouſand ſhifts, and 
turn themſelves into all manner of ſhapes.---If 
they have but little or no perſonal acquaintance, 
yet their credit is ſuch, that they may propoſe 
or undertake any thing.--It is true, the legiſla- 
ture thought to have put a ſtop to this, by o- 
bliging them never to deal upon their own ac- 
count ; but when they take the oath in conſe- 
quence of this law, it is in the ſame manner that 
the monks take the oath of poverty, when they 
put on the habit of their order; that is to ſay, 
both of them fwear whatever they are deſired, 
but never think of keeping their promiſes longer 
an they find a favourable opportunity to break 
them. | | 

Do you ſee that great fat fellow, ſwaddled' 
up in a red jacket, with a pocket-book in one 
hand, and a pencil in the other? He's one of 
the principal members of this moving body, a 
cunning fox, who knows his buſineſs as well as 
any of his brethren, for all he appears ſo innocent 
and harmleſs,---But notwithſtanding he is ſo 
dexterous at his trade, and takes care to keep 


intirely to himſelf all ſuch jobs as he thinks will 


turn out to any conſiderable advantage, he is 
nevertheleſs ſometimes miſtaken in his reckon- 
ing.---It is but lately he received home a conſi- 
derable cargo of 9 85 upon his own account, 
which he thought would have turned out greatly 
to his advantage; but inſtead of that, he was o- 
bliged to ſell it under prime colt, You may 
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hear how they rally him upon it; and at the 
ſame time be ſurpriſed to ſee how little he ſeems 
concerned. His pride bears him out againſt all 
their bantering. Such a ſum as ten thouſand 
pounds never diſconcerts a man, who has alread 

ſo well feathered his neſt, and been ſo long faf. 


tening on the plunder of others,---It is much to 


this purpoſe he anſwers thoſe who banter him 
upon this affair. And, upon my word, I think 
he's in the right, for his loſs is not ſo great, but 
he well knows how to retrieve it.--As he is up- 
on the point of ſelling a large cargo to one of 
his friends, the profit he is to get by that, will 
ſufficiently reimburſe him for what he loſt b 


the other, He is perfectly ſenſible how waar 


he will get by the bargain, beſides what muſt be 


allowed him for commiſſion ; and that is the 
Treaſon he appears ſo uppiſh and unconcerned,--- 


Such as he, know how to make a property of 


both parties, and get themſelves paid by the 
buyer as well as the ſeller. | 
But here comes one, fays I, that makes quite 
2 different figure, What is he, that fellow 


with a long black cloke, and a hatband hangin 
down to his heels? Methinks he's a crying, f 
ſee him ſhed tears, and hear him ſighing and 
groaning. What! has the man loſt his wife, 
and come abroad, that the people may condole 
him upon the occaſion? Alas! anſwered As- 
TAROTH, this poor man 1s even in a more 
lamentable condition than he ſeems to be. No, 
it is not his dear ſpouſe, he would not. take on 
half ſo much were ſhe to drop off , but it 5 his 
i on, 
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ſon, his only ſon, his ſecond ſelf, on whom de- 
pended all his future hopes and expectations; 
and as it was but yeſterday he was buried, every 
one, more ſurpriſed to ſee him abroad, than at 
the affliction he is in, runs to look at him: 
But don't miſtake the affair ſo far, as to reckon 
all them his friends whom you ſee condoling 
him upon the death of his fon. Not even the 
magick rod he has been ſo long in poſſeſſion 


of, can effect this. Thoſe who are paying 


him ſo many compliments, are only people who 
accoſt him out of curioſity, and even take a cer- 
tain pleaſure in his affliction. They remem- 
ber to have heard him often fay, that his dear 
child was the object of all his vows and prayers, 
the ſupport and conſolation of his old age; and 
that all the pains he took in life, was only for 
the ſake of him. Obſerve theſe people there, 
that point at him, and make themſelves merry 
at his expence. What does he mean? ſay they 
among themſelves : Is he not already rich e- 
nough ? Or is his Son whom he makes ſo bitter 
a lamentation for, riſen again from the dead ? 
Stupid, inconſiderate fools } they don't reflect 
upon what little, mean, and even infamous 


actions they every day commit among them 
ſelves, for the ſake of getting money. They 


ſeem quite inſenſible of their on conduct, 
whilſt they cenſure this diſconſolate, afflicted 
ereature; whoſe grief nevertheleſs is not able to 
extinguiſh that inſatiable defire of riches, or 
make him ſlip the leaſt opportunity of adding to 
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in him, that he is even regardleſs of common 
decency, in order to catch at an occaſion of 
making a profitable bargain. His anxiety is ſo 
great, that he would not truſt the affair to his 
partners, whoſe intereſts are connected with 
his own. --So diſtruſtful, that he thinks it can- 
not poſſibly be right managed, unleſs he*s upon 
the ſpot himſelf. The fame reafon that brings 
him here now, will carry him in the evening to 
a publick fale ; he will come from thence with 
the ſecret joy and ſatisfaction of having got e- 
nough to reimburſe him for the expences he has 
been put to in the ſickneſs and burial of his ſon, 
whom he's now grieving ſo much for. 


But, fays I to AsTAROTH, how can you | 


reconcile the ſenſible piercing grief of this diſ- 
conſolate father, with that juſt and exact re- 
gard you make him have for his intereft, as if 
nothing elſe employed his thoughts, or diverted. 


his attention? Is he one of thofe fublime ge- 
nius, who appear in the preateſt luſtre, and 


ſhew themſelves moſt in the trying circum- 
ſtances of life, where others are obliged to ſink 
under their afflictions, and confeſs the weak- 
neſs of nature? „% ᷑ 

How fillily you talk, anſwered he; are you 
ignorant of the power and effects of cuſtom, 
| that in the common affairs of life, it anſwers 
to ſpirit and genius? Or do you imagine, that 
when the ſoul is once tainted with avarice, it 
is in the power of grief to efface it? That would 
be a miracle, I aſſure you, Sir, it has not been 
able to effect, nor ever will, This man is a 

an 
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and has no occaſion of being ſollicitous to get 
more; but at the ſame time, nothing but death 


alone, who has ſnatched his child from him, 


will ever be able to eraſe that paſſion out of his 
mind. 

Look to that ſtrutting fellow there; ſee how 
he is ſwelled with pride; you may perceive a 
rms many ſaluting him as he paſſes along, and 

doubt not but you take him for ſome very 

reat man, Why, that's true, ſays I: I do 65 
indeed, but I fancy he has not always been ſo, 
The haughty imperious air he puts on, ſhews 
him to be an upſtart ; and Fam much miſtaken, 
if there are not ſeveral here who think as I do. 
I even ſee ſome at preſent who look upon him 
with a ſeeming contempt, and am vaſtly curious 
for that reaſon to know who he is. 

It is a mighty eaſy thing to ſatisfy your cu- 
riolity, ſays my guide: 'Tho' that ſame perſon 


in publick affects ſuch a DOES air, there are 


but very few whom he is able to impoſe upon; 
he's known in general to be a bite, and. moſt 
men look upon him as a contemptible wretch, 
and not without reaſon, His chief. excellency 
is in hunting after wills; and in order to ſuc- 


ceed, ſeldom makes an attempt but upon perſons 


of a condition inferior to his own, ſo that he 
hardly ever miſſes of his aim,---No man ever 
poſſeſſed the talent of inſinuating himſelf more 
dextroufly into the good opinion of jointured 
widows and old batchelors, There is no ſort of 
flattery, how fulſome ſoever, ner any kind of 
artifice, be it ever ſo baſe, that he boggles at, 
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provided he can gain his ends; but he is too 


well known to ſpeak to you any thing farther 


of him. bY] . K 

Come let us amuſe our ſelves with ſomething 
more agreeable. What think you of that flut- 
tering coxcomb, that harlequin there, that 
walking poppet, we ſcarce can ſet eyes on him, 


but he diſappears; ſee ! he's gone already, we 


have loſt ſight of him ; however, that's one com- 
fort, if we don't ſee him, we are nevertheleſs 
within reach of his voice. Do you hear how 
he cackles? Direct your eyes to where the ec- 
cho of his voice comes from. What! gone 
from thence too ; but never mind it, we ſhall 
have him here preſently : Ay, there he is juſt 
by us. Some body ſtops him to ſpeak with 
him, let us endeavour to hear the converſation, 
1 liſten attentively ; but for all I'm a Deviz, 
he minces his words in ſuch a manner, I can 
hardly underſtand a ſyllable of what he fays. -- 


However, his action is ey expreſſive; 
e 


Pl warrant you underſtand perfectly what he 
would be at. For my part, fays I, I under- 
ſtand but little of the matter. I take him to 
be ſome mountebank, ſelling antedotes for 
poiſon, and crying up the marvellcus virtues of 
his drugs, which he holds out to ſhew the ſpec- 
tators. But l'm afraid all the pains he 1s at, 


and theſe pathetick geſtures he makes, will end 


in nothing. : 
- Never fear that, fays ASTAROTH, that 
mountebank, ſince you are pleaſed. to call him 
ſo, is provided with one of theſe enchanting 


rods, 
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rods, I mentioned to you before. He has got a 
prize, and won't quit his game, till he has 
ot out of them what he intended. Hear how. 
1e ſwears and bluſters. Bleſs me, how his 
tongue runs} the man he ſpeaks to has no 
time to recolle& himſelf, and without being 


convinced, is obliged to yield to the force and 
vehemence of his reaſoning, He has ſucceed- 


ed, and having made a very good bargain, the 
joy he eonceives upon it is anſwerable to the 
profit, fo that he is almoſt beſide himſelf. 

One may ſee, faid I, that ſuch profitable 
jobs don't come every day in his way. You 
are miſtaken, replied my guide. There 
hardly paſfes a day, but he does the ſame. His 
hetle wand is like the horn of plenty, which he 
continually emptys and fills by turns ; and him- 


ſelf like a ſieve, perpetually diſcharging what- 


ever is poured into it. In his youth, brown 
bread and cheeſe was the height of his luxury; 
and now he is in a country where people like 
him, ſeldom better their condition : Notwith- 
ſtanding this, the moſt exquiſite diſhes, and the 
_ richeſt wines can ſcarce fatisfy him. Beſides, 


he has his cho! ce of miſtreſſes, fair and brown, 
But at preſent, he is moſt enamoured with a2 
lady of a brown complexion, who loves to roll 


in a coach and fix, To morrow, if you have 
a mind, I'Il ſhew you them both together,; 
they'll go a few miles out of town, not ſo much 


to take the air, as to make reciprocal proteſta- 


tions how much they love and adore each other. 
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Why you jeſt ſurely, ſaid I; is the young 


lady ſo very ugly, that ſhe muſt be obliged to 


take up with ſuch a menkey-faced puppy as he? 


I Ugly! cryed ASTAROTH ; why ſhe's one of 


the handſomeſt genteeleſt creatures you ever 
ſet eyes on: You will be raviſhed at the ſight 
of her; nothing can be more agreeable; ſhe 
has a gtaceful eaſy ſhape, the ſymetry of her 
features exquiſitely juſt, black eyes, with fine 
hair and eyebrows, a lovely neck and boſom; 
her complexion freſh and delicate, and a ſet of 
the fineſt white teeth, a piece of beauty not 
very common in this country; in ſhort, ſhe's a 
perfect beauty. But you will ſtill fay, I ſup- 
poſe, how comes it ſhe don't make a better 
choice? The reaſon is plain. This lady is am- 
bitious, and her vanity knows no bounds. As 
ſhe has no fortune, and is obliged to get her 


livelihood by her needle, ſhe looks upon it as a 
mean and contemptible way of life; and as ſhe 


does not want for wit and-penetration, ſhe well 
knew, a man of fortune and ſenſe too, was 
more than ſhe could ever reaſonably hope for. 
This coxcomb came in her way; his wealth, 
and the figure he makes in the world, was all 
the lady looked for; and fhe now receives his 
addreſſes in expectation of ſoon wearing his 
name; But ſhe will make no more of it, than 
to have a few jaunts into the country, without 


coſting her any thing farther than a ſmall flaw 


in her reputation, - 
If that be all, anſwered I, the lady can eaſily 
diſpence with it. But while we continue here 


talking 
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talking of what we ſhall ſee, we loſe the pre- 
ſent opportunity, 'The place begins to thin 
already; and before they are all gone, I would 
fain know who thoſe are yonder, poſted upon 
the right and left, that appear with ſuch grave 
and ſolemn countenances. They ſeem to me 
as remarkable for their affability, as thoſe, who 
addreſs them are for the reſpect; they pay them. 
I'm pleaſed with that obſervation, ſays As r A- 
ROTH. Theſe perſons are the ſame I deſcri- 
bed to you, before we poſted our ſelves here. 
There are ſome among them receive the ſame 
reſpect as kings, and whoſe fortune is to be 
envied, One would think the whole world was 
at their diſpoſal, -- They nave the direction of 


whatever is tranſacted in it, and heap up wealth 


for themſelves, at the time they are enriching 
others; notwithſtanding you ſee moſt of 
them ſo plainly dreſs'd, their reputation ex- 
tends to all the corners of the world. How- 
ever, I would not have you imagine that it is the 
fame with them all; among thoſe that you ſee, 
I could point out ſome to you, who have no- 
thing but the appearance of theſe great men. 
Fortune diſtributes her favours as ſhe pleaſes ; 
but greatneſs of ſoul, and ſuch other qualities 
are not at her diſpoſal; ſo that men of equal 
affluence and wealth very often differ in the 
uſe they make of their riches. If our time 
would allow us, I might perhaps divert you b 
giving an account of the particulars in whic 
theſe rich men differ from one another; how- 
95 ever, 
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ever, I paſs my word to you, that it ſhall be 
done, ſome time or other afterwards, 

Come, we muſt be gone; every one is re- 
tiring, ſo we need not fear the croud any longer. 
We'll come down and go to that l- esd fel 
low there, that, like the jackdaw, appears ſo 
yain of his gawdy feathers. There's one accoſts 
him, but he ſcarce vouchſafes to look at him; 
coughs before he ſpeaks, and then tells him, Sir, 
I buy nothing but the very beſt. Sir, anſwers 
the other in a paſſion, perhaps it won't be much 
longer in your power to do ſo; your pride may 
be brougat a peg lower; every year is not like 
another; and one like you, who ſets out ſo high, 
is not the moſt likely to hold it the longeſt. It 
is remarkable that ſeveral, who hear his diſ- 

courſe, look upon it as a ſort of prophecy, and 
wiſh to ſee it accompliſh'd. | 

But here comes another as fine and as great 
a fool, As he is a general admirer of the fair 
ſex, and very well received by moſt of them, 
he's at a loſs where to fix his choice; at leaſt this 
is what he gives out among his acquaintances, 
and they very often make themſelves merry by 
pretending to believe him : What has been a 
bad time for all the reſt of the world, has pro- 
ved favourable to him ; and he has made ſuch 
extravagant profits for this ſhort time by paſt, 
that his brain is almoſt turned, He now ſcarce 
knows any body, and has ſo far loſt himſelf, 
that he's hardly ſenſible when they openly treat 
him with diſdain and contempt, 5 

; | ut 
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But let us turn this way; I hear one of theſe 
mighty talkers, that ſort of quacks, whoſe puffs 
and rhodomontades have a greater effect, than 
the moſt elaborate and ſtudied ſpeeches. Ob- 
ſerve him there, how he plays off his rhetorick. 
Tho' he be but juſt come into a country he's 


an entire ſtranger in, he makes as much to do 


as if he had lived in it all his life. See with 
What ardour and vehemence he expreſſes him- 


ſelf; but his buſineſs with this man is already 
over; however that don't ſignify, let us follow 


him ; you ſee he has laid hold of another. 
Would not one imagine, *twas another man, 
or that he had of a ſudden loſt all his fire and 
ſpirit? His grave ſolemn, looks make me laugh, 
See what pains he's at to compoſe himſelf ; how 
he forms his air, his geſture and his words. 
The fox ! how well he underſtands his trade, 
and knows his chaps ! Moſt people are perſua- 
ded he'll ſucceed, and ſeveral begin already to 
envy him. That old man, who's a coming 
up to him, is none of thoſe that are jealous of 
Him. On the contrary, he admires his in- 
duftry and dexterity in buſineſs ſo much, that he 
wants to be joined to him in more ſhapes than 
one. He has come up to him in crder to in- 
vite him to dinner, where he deſigns to make 
ſuch propoſals as are agreeable to his purpoſe, 
it is true, they will be couched in ambiguous 
and equivocal terms, but the other will fit him 
in his anſwers, He has already ſmoak'd the 
deſign of the old gentleman, who has a daughter, 


young, handſome and exceeding ſprightly; 
= | but 
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but he's ſufficiently upon his guard, and will ap- 
pear as if he was quite ſtupid and inſenſible. He 


3 has been already caught, and won't let himſelf 
be again noos'd but upon good terms. Tis to 


no purpoſe they tempt- him with an alluring 
bait, he ſets a higher value upon his liberty ; 


E he'll not be wheedled into a cage; and to get 
© himſelf handſomly off, will pretend it is by far 
too fine for ſuch a ſorry bird as he, But the 
truth of the matter is, he don't love to faſt, and 
would put up with a more homely priſon, 
could he always have enough to eat and drink. 


Are you not curious to know who theſe are, 


that point at him ? One may know that, ſaid I, 
without being a conjurer, the father and ſon 
are too much alike to be miſtaken, I ſuppoſe 
they are of the number, who are picqued at 
the ſucceſs he has in his buſineſs. Right, ſays 

my interpreter, but upon my word he'll have 
an opportunity to laugh at them in his turn. 
> It is remarkable, that this father and ſon, who 
were at variance, are now reconciled in order 
to 55 againſt this ſtranger. 


ut alas! their deſigns will end in nothing. 


| The one of them is very old, and incapable now 
to go through the fatigue of buſineſs : The 
other, young, and without experience, has no 
bother merit, but a large ſtock of aſſurance and 
| preſumption, See they are a going. Their au- 
© tagoniſt is gone off before them, but mark that 


gentleman who follows him ; he's more re- 


| markable for his talking than any one other 
| thing, and if he had you once in his clutches, it 


would 
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would be impoſſible to diſengage your ſelf, 
Firſt he begins with a long catalogue of com- 
p iments, then gives you an account of his ge- 
n:alogy, his wife and children; and after 
that, without giving you time to make any 
anſwer, you are entertained with the hiſtory of 
his life, the changes of fortune he has under- 
gone, the vaſt lofſes he has had in trade, the 
| ichemes he's projecting next. That is to fay, 
cried I, interrupting him, that he'd be a 
week in telling me what is of no conſequence 
for me to know, and perhaps, not a word of 
truth in it to the bargain, Come, as he does 
not make up to us, for God's ſake, let us get 
out of his way, I don't blame you, ſays As- 
TAROTH, we'll then leave him and go out 
at this door, ſeeing there is nothing now fur- 


ther that is worth our notice: What we be- 


hold now, is only like the duſt that ſticks to a 
lack after it is emptied. It is indeed properly 
the duſt of the place, and of ſuch a nature, 
that for the moſt part we may pronounce them 
va unfortunate, who have any of it ſtick to 
em. . 3 | 
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Some new amuſements of the author and bis 
guide, in which they ſpent the reſt of the 
day. Hs 


ON our coming out of this temple As r A- 
ROTH offered to conduct me to ſeveral. 
other places. I accepted his offer, and im- 
mediately I found my ſelf in a large houſe, in- 
to which, I ſaw ſeveral entering, whom I fancied 
I had ſeen in the place we had come from laſt, 


If the fign over the door of the houſe had not 


told me where I was, the imperious tone, and 
haughty behaviour of ſome of the company, 
would have ſoon ſet me right, Yet the num 
ber aſtoniſhed me. In leſs than a quarter of an 
hour I counted forty new- comers, belides as 
many who were there before me. ba 

Men, ſaid I to my guide, only gain money 
to ſpend it, Certainly every one here comes 
with a deſign to ſquander away what he has 
gained elſewhere. You're miſtaken, anſwered 
my guide! There are ſome of theſe that meet 


here, who will gain more in one day, than they 


did in ten in the place they come from, This 
houſe is not only an inn, but a ſort of fair, 
where they ſell goods by auction. There are 
ſo many apartments, that while they are ſel- 
ling in one, they are oftentimes preparing to 
exhibit ſome ſhow in 77 and the parlours 
| "bj - are 
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are appropriated to ſtrange beaſts, or other cu- 
rioſities to get money from the public. Except a 
certain number of perſons, who meet here re- 
gularly every day, the others are but viſi- 
tors, who come hither on different accounts ; 


yet there are a few that come here 2 for 
pleaſure. For example, view that middle- ſiz ed 


man, with his humble wheedling countenance, 
and plain cloaths, whoſe outſide denotes the 
greateſt 5 I mean that perſon who ac- 
coſts every one 
whether he knows them or not. Ah, dear As- 
TAROTH |! cried I, I know him to be of a very 
different character from what his face repre- 
ſents. He really is very full of compliments, 
and offers his ſervice every where: But it is 
given out, he makes extravagant bills like an 
apothecary, and has loſt his practice. I fancy 
his affairs are in ſo bad order, that he won't 
chuſe to come often to this place, where his 
_ Expence excecds his gains, | 
No matter for that, anſwered ASTAROTH, 
he's under our protection, and our people ſel- 
dom are at a loſs for ſhiſts. This worthy gen- 
tleman, though he owes a great deal more than 
he is worth, don't mind it a farthing ; as I 


have inſpired him with a ſtratagem that will 


foon deliver him out of all his ſtraits. As he is 
hunted by his mercileſs creditors, he deſigns to 
abſcond to-morrow. It will be reported that 


he is drowned, His wife, being in the plot, 


will ſhow all the ſymptoms of the deepeſt prief. 


circum- 


As ſhe is engaged in his debts, ſhe'll ſet off her 


e meets with the loweſt bows, 
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circumſtances ſo pathetically, that at laſt ſhe'll 
move the creditors, and get a compoſition on 


her own terms: Then ſhe']] ſhow the world, 
how little faith ſhould be given to appearance. 


| She'll ceaſe to be a widow, without N 
ful 


again ; that is, her huſband will appear in 
ory, to the confuſion of his creditors, who will 
be enraged to find themſelves thus tricked, 
Very well, ſaid I to my guide, this ſtratagem 
may ſucceed once, but he muſt take. care of 
running in debt a ſecond time; a rogue once 


| known can no more play his tricks, This gentle- 


man muſt change his way of life, elſe he muſt 
ſoon be ruined, Not at all, replied AsT A- 
ROTH: I have already told you that he is un- 
der my protection. His vicious life, accompa- 
nied with the moſt conſummate hypocriſy, have 
gained him my friendſhip: I'll defend him from 


_ every other loſs but that of his reputation, 


When every one ſhall think that he is a ſecond 
time on the brink of ruin, Pl help him to ano- 
ther ſtratagem, which will make him triumph 
more than ever. He'll go to the gaming-table, 
and without laying down his ſtake, I'll make 
him gain a conſiderable ſum, more than ſuf- 
ficient toclear all his debts, | | 

You ſee theſe two men following him ; the 
one is a gentleman that lives by his ſhifts, and 
the other is a merchant that ſells toys. The 
excellence of theſe two adventurers conſiſts in 


making dupes : This day, which they are go- 


ing to ſpend in company with the other gentle- 
man, won't be a bad day for them, 
13 1 8 Will 
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Will you go up to the firſt hall? We may ſec 
there ſome curious originals, of which there 


are abundance of 3 170 With all my heart, 
anſwered I ; but firſt, pray tell me who he is 


that bawls ſo loud there; the audience are as at- 
tentive to him, as if he were an oracle. 


Oh! 


"replied my guide, he deſerves your curioſity. 
« This little mirmidon, not long ſince, was a 


” 


poor journeyman, and could ſcarce earn e- 


nough to keep ſoul and body together, Want of 


employment made him commence broker: It is 


impoſhble to conceive any thing more induſ- 
trious: being cunning and expert at his buſineſs, 


he goes every where, and buys and ſells every 
| It is he that is to entertain the com- 


thing. 


pany about him. The dinner will be ſplendid, 
and there will be no want of the fineſt wines: 


4 


= 


? 


* 


But don't fear that he will be at this expence 
for nothing; it is only to throw a miſt before 
their eyes. The ſucceſs will anſwer his ex- 
peRation, and you'll ſee him riſe like a muſh- 
room, without any aſſiſtance but his own in- 


duſtry, he'll puſh his fortune to the higheſt 
pitch; and then if he don't keep himſelf there, 


as there is all probability that he won't, at leaſt, 
I can aſſure you his fall will be very gentle. As 


he is forward in his attempts, he'll reſerve all his 


prudence for that critical minute, when he 


muſt abandon himſelf to the mercy of his cre- 
ditors : Then he'll ſhow the extent of his vaſt 
genius, But however great a genius may be 


contained in this little pigmy, it won't bring 


him off, by reaſon of the obſtinacy of his cre- 


ditors, 
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ditors, who will not allow themſelves to be 
tricked by him; and I'm afraid he muſt go and 


live upon his promiſes in ſome other country. 
Now we are in the great hall, obſerve the 
company; the greateſt part of them live ſingle, 
and come here every day regularly to dine to- 
gether ; free from the trouble of a family, 
they prefer this diſengaged way of life to the 
title of huſband and father : At the ſame time, 


there are ſeveral of them who deſerve the laſt 
title, That fair gentleman, for example, who 


is the talleſt of the company, has deſerved it 
more than once. Not long ago he was ſuſ- 
pected to be in love with a hard-favoured ac- 


treſs, whom he frequently vilited, They ſay 
that her voice ſo captivated his heart, that he 


was never eaſy out of her company. What 


confirmed this ſuſpicion, was, that the lady is 


lately delivered of a burden, which ſhe openly 


1 to this gentleman : Yet the truth is, that 


e did not do all the buſineſs himſelf ; and this 


he is ſo perſuaded of, that he denies his having 


a finger in the pye. 


But however it be, the name of father is but 


a trifle, in compariſon of the cares and anxieties 


that uſually attend it, 


That fat perſon, advanced in years, is none 
of thoſe that uſually compoſe this aſſembly : 
He ſeems only to come here to divert the com- 


pany at his own expence. Fo hear him talk 


of politicks, wars, &c. who would take him 
for a clergyman? Yet, to his misfortune, the 


whole company knows it, and this makes them 
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176 The Devil turn d Hermit. 
liſten to him with more ſurpriſe. Obſerve his 
geſture, his life and ſpirit, his eloquence; yet 


in the pulpit he ſtands like a ſtatue, and talks 
nonſenſe, as if he preached on purpoſe to weary 


his audience, and try their patience. A halt- 
pike would become him much better than a 
gown. 
Obſerve that other ſtranger, who is going to 
ſpeak : This is the firſt time of his appearing in 
this company; but before he leaves it, hel! 
diſcover himſelf to be a ſtupid, impertinent 
Valet de Chambre of one of theſe lords, whom 
he talks of as his particular acquaintance. Tho 
he's hungry, you would think he had forgot 
that the Culinef of the table was to eat. His 
eat itch of ſpeaking, and ſhewing his parts, 
as got the better of his appetite, Without 


yr; Lech aſking the queſtion, he is giving the 


hiſtory of his own life, and boaſting of ad- 
ventures that never happened. But he is ſo 
tireſome, that the company can't hear him out, 
and they are continually interrupting him. 
Let us leave this coxcomb to plague the com- 
pany with his imperinence, and go into that 
room on the right- hand.-- IL his numerous com- 
pany is all compoſed of merchants, who deal in 


the ſame branch of trade. They are met here 


on the ſale of ſome goods which are only 
uſeful] to traders in their way. You ſee them 
drinking to one another's good health, with all 


imaginable proteſtations of kindneſs : But don't 


think that there is the leaſt love or friend- 
ſhip among them, All theſe careſſes and 
| 1 1 flattering 
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his flattering ſpeeches are nothing, but baits to 
yet trick one another, if poſſible. Obſerve that 
Is meagre tawney face, that ſhriveled monkey 
ary {© countenance, who is complimenting his young 
f-. brother of the trade on the other fide of the 
a table: Would not one imagine, that he ſpoke 
from a ſincere hearty affection? But obſerve 
to © how the reſt laugh to one another; I'll tell you 
in | the occaſion of it. Both of them are carrying on 
el KF a deſign of the ſame nature, and this is not the 
ent frſt time that it has ſo happened. Some time 
om ago they both attempted a new project of the 
ho fame ſort, in which the young one got the ad- 
got © vantage over the old flow, That he might 
His not ſuffer a fecond defeat, the old rogue uſed 
ts, © ſome under-hand means to put a ſtop to his ri- 
out voal's progreſs in this new deſign. His firſt en- 
the deavours had all the ſucceſs his malice could 
ad- hope for; but unfortunately his roguery came 
ſo KF within the verge of the law, The affair came 


. 


ut, do a trial before impartial judges, who ſaw thro? if 

the trick, and would not be ſeduced by any F 
m- | dollicitations or bribes, There was a Verdi 1 
bat given in favour of the young man, and the old 1 
m- one was puniſhed as he deſerved, As this ad- — 
in venture is public, and the fellow is known to ll 


ere have been guilty of ſome other tricks of the like 
nly © nature formerly, the company cannot refrain 


em laughing, and endeavour to find out different i 
all © pretences to excuſe their behaviour: But l 
n't © notwithſtanding this, he has reaſon to be = 
nd. ſatisfied with the good ſucceſs of ſome ſe- 0 
and | 15 et 1 
8 e 1 
; [1 
| 
14 


* 2 — 2 * 
> ; —— > 9 
— —— 


11 
1 
Wi 
11 
36 
11 


Nn , 
— — « 9 — — — 
— r wüwꝛ . ]§» Ä ̃⅛ qUÄ—A—2 


178 The Devil turn d Hermit. 


cret intrigues, which I may perhaps divert you 
with on a proper occaſion. 


Leet us now leave this houſe ; there is to be 


a company here this evening, which will oblige 
us to return hither, On ſaying this, As r ARO TH 
made to the door; but I endeavoured to hinder 
him. Pray Mr. Demon, ſaid I, ſince we are 
come here, I fancy it would not be amiſs if we 
ſtaid a little longer. I begin to be hungry, and 


in my opinion, I ought to eat ſomething to 


fatisfy nature: How do you reliſh the propoſal? 
Conſider, replied ASTAROTH, that meat dulls 
the ſpirit, isa clog to the imagination, and hin- 
ders its acting with the ſame readineſs. But 
take a little of this, added he, preſenting his 
elixir, Iobeyed him, and found my ſtomach 
fo eaſy, that I immediately conſented to go with 
. Fn n 
Me had gone but a few paces, when As- 
TARO'TH carried me into a fine houſe, By 
the grandeur of the apartments, the richneſs of 
the a and the number of the curioſities 
J obſexved in it, I fancied it could be no Jeſs 
than the palace of ſome nobleman of the firſt 
rank, A megane garden, with large green- 
houſes, confirmed me in this opinion, till As- 
TAROTH undeceived me, which he did very 
ſoon, The maſter of this houſe and gardens, 
laid he, is a football of fortune, has taken the 


advantage of a little good luck, and ſome cre- 


dit to get furniture, and make a figure at the ex- 
pence. of thoſe fools, who let themſelves 


| be dazzled by his fine ſpeeches, He is of mean 


birth, 
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birth, and a few days ſince, he was going a- 
bout from houſe to houſe, offering to ſerve as a 
footman. 


Obſerve how many perſons are in his 
antichamber, waiting till it ſhall pleaſe him to 
give them audience, His dear ſpouſe carries it 

et higher, The poor diminutive creature no 
longs knows what ſhe is doing, Ina little time 
all this ſhow will vaniſh like fmoke, and the 
poor man muſt fall down to his primitive obſcu- 
rity, Here he comes, obſerve how his eyes 
ſparkle, how gay, how brisk he is. He is in 
raptures on receiving a letter from a noble lord: 
He fancies himſelf at leaſt his equal, and his 
brain is diſordered with it. Let us attend him, -- 
There he is in his antichamber. Inſtead of 
hearing thoſe who come to ſpeak with him, he 
entertains them with the number of affairs he 


has upon his hands, and the hurry he 1s in upon 


account of my lord's deſigning to viſit him. 
This viſit is a chimera ; but there is ſome truth 
in his pretence of the load of buſineſs, with 
which he duns the ears of his tradeſmen, who 
want ſomething elſe. Having an enterpriſing 
genius, all ſorts of merchandize fit him; he 
buys from every body: being fully convinced, 
that, when he comes to break, he can loſe no- 
thing but his reputation. 1 e 
Let us change the ſcene: We are now in a 
houſe a good deal leſs than the other; the fur- 
niture is neat, but plain; yet this houſe de- 
ſerves our notice, becauſe of the perſons it con- 
tains, We'll go into the room on the left- 
hand, you'll ſee a pair you little expected. 
aps I 6 | What 
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What! faid I to my guide, upon viewing the 


N are not my eyes deceived? Is this the 
0 


rd VILLARIOs, that bigot, whoſe devotion 
and piety was ſo much talked of, and the coun- 
teſs of GREGRI, who has no other eſtate be- 
ſides her beauty and wit? And why not? faid 
my guide ; may not a pious devout man have an 
appointment with a beautiful young lady very 
innocently? Why do you put a bad conftruc- 
tion on the affair? Ought you not rather to 
judge charitably, that all the endeavours of this 
religious perſon tend only to the converſion of 
the lady, and the good of her ſoul? Beſides, 
the counteſs, obliged to leave her native coun- 
try, is ata loſs how to behave in another king- 
dom. Is it not a pious, charitable diſpoſition, 


to have compaſſion on the misfortunes of our 


fellow creatures, and aſſiſt the unfortunate ? 
Without doubt, this holy man has the beſt in- 
tentions, and endeavours to gain the lady's af- 
fections with no other view than to turn her 
heart to the love of religion: It is the effect of 
his pure and unfeigned zeal, Well, well, re- 
plied I, you may make a jeſt of it, but I'm a- 
fraid others won't; and this pious nobleman 
muſt loſe his reputation, if ever this be known. 


And what is that to you, anſwered my guide ? 


I-brought you to this place, only to ſhew you, 
that this bigot has no bad taſte. 

Let us go out to the ſtreet ; I hear the noiſe 
of a coach, which you may perhaps be pleaſed 
to ſee. Aud indeed when I ſaw it, it was the 


fineſt equipage I had ſeen in the country; but 
I could 
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I could not ſay the ſame of the perſon in it. I 
begged of ASTAROTH to tell me who he was. 
You may perceive, ſaid he, that he is a rich 
man; but his carriage agrees perfectly with his 
coarſe clowniſh face; he is of mean birth, and 


as mean education : his wealth is all his merit ; 
he keeps company only with people below him, 
and is uafit for any other company, than what 


he has daily, that is, his horſes and grooms: 


and indeed, he is no more eſteemed than they 


are, if we except a few common women, who 
like his company for his money: he is univer- 
oy deſpiſed by all his acquaintance. 


ut here comes another coach, as fine as the 


other, which contains a perſon as much eſteem- 
ed as the otheris deſpiſed. Obſerve the noble 
air of the young lord in it; he is one of the 
firſt rank in the kingdom, and of a ſoul more 
noble than his outward appearance : He is rich, 


but he values his riches, only as they enable 


him to ſhew his generoſity on proper occaſions. 
Whenever there is any publick appearance of 


the nobility, he always outſhines the reſt of the 
company: He is now going to a ball, where 1 


would willingly carry you, if I had not ſome 
private reaſons to the contrary, There you 
might ſee all the ladies admire him, every one of 
them would change their moſt beloved gallant 
for him, if they could be ſo happy as to touch 
his heart, At the ſame time, I could ſhew you, 
that all the oldeſt perſons of the company have 
a very different opinion of him, The grandeur 


of this nobleman is looked on by ſeveral as a 
| vice 
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vice ſo capital, that they would refuſe him fora 
ſon-in-law, notwithſtanding his riches. 
What, Mr. AsTLROTH ! another _— 
as fine as the laſt ! this is a fine place for people 
to ſatisfy their curioſity : It ſeems as if all the 
fineſt equipages in town had agreed to paſs thro' 


this ſtreet to-day : This coach, no doubt, be- 


longs to a perſon of the firſt rank ; "ab in 
the right, anſwered my guide. But--Silence.-- 
This nobleman is of a ſtation that obliges me 
to hold my tongue: You may eaſily know him 
again; for you have ſeen him in his own coun- 
try, AllIdare fay of him, is, that his gene- 
rolity is for the moſt part fo ill- placed, that it 


makes the world take him for one that is eaſily 


bubbled out of his money. There is not a wo- 
man of pleaſure of any note, whom he is not ac- 
quainted with; and at this preſent time he is 
going to one of theſe ladies, who have the art 
of emptying the purſe, and deſtroying the 
health of all that keep them company. 5 

Bnt IJ am ſorry to have ſpent ſo much time 
here. P'Il carry you to a coffee- houſe, where 
every day we may ſee ſome comical and divert- 


ing ſcenes, Men who are ſtupid, and dumb 


elſewhere, ſeem to keep all their wit in reſerve 
for this place. We'll go in.— Here will be di- 
verſion, © There is a quarrel, but don't be a- 
fraid, Although both the gentlemen wear 
ſwords, I anſwer for it, that there ſhall not be 
a drop of blood ſpilt on the occaſion, The 
perſon who is inſulted is a footman, who aſ- 
ſumes the name and quality of a lord he once 
; ſerved; 
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ſerved; and the aggreſſor is a citizen who lives 


on the fortune he has got by a handſome wife, 


formerly the miſtreſs of a man of quality. With 
ſuch people, the ſword is only a part of their 


dreſs, it is never uſed to any other purpoſe. III 


language is a more agreeable weapon, at leaſt, 1 


can aflure you, the aggreſſor knows no other. 
But it is not all together the ſame with the noble 
footman. He is an actor, who can play the 


part of a foppiſh lord to admiration. Knowing 


the cowardice of his antagoniſt, he threatens to 
cane him ; he commands him to pet out of his 


ſight, and never more to come into any com- 


pany where he is. His words will ſoon be fol- 
lowed with blows. — There he ſalutes him with 


an empty bottle acroſs his jaws.— He gets up, 


and endeavours to turn him out of the room by 
a ſufficient number of kicks and cuffs. The 


ſcene becomes ſerious. The lord is reſolved to 
have him out, or kill him on the ſpot. On 


this, the company interpoſe, and ſeparate the 
champions, erve the triumphant air of the 


ſcoundrel ; but the affair won't ſtop here. The 


aggreſſor will go home covered with blood to 
his wife, who is doatingly fond of him. She 


is affrighted, and in the heat of her paſſion, ſhe'll 


go and complain to a juſtice, and the footman 
will decamp, not chuſing to have a trial with 
one of more intereſt than himſelf, Don't 1 
hear the gentlemen giving him this advice? And 


upon my word he is too cunning not to follow it. 


He is now gone, and his departure has re- 
eſtabliſhed peace in this company, compoſed of 
Tm : ſo 
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ſo many different characters. Really, ſaid TI, 
by the language, behaviour, and dreſs of theſe 


different perfons, I fancy I can diſtinguiſh gen- 
tlemen of the robe, beaux, merchants, tradeſ- 
men, valets de chambre, and footmen: Vou 


may add, ſays my guide, authors and merchants 


clerks, I can ſcarce ſhew you them diſtinctly, 
there is ſuch a confuſton among them; it is e- 


nough to confound one, they talk all at once, 
and make a ſort of concert not unlike thoſe, 
with which we are ſometimes entertained in our 
infernal empire. Then for the ſubjects of their 
converſation, they were lately rting the af- 


fairs of Europe in a very curious manner, Now 


they are got to Tierce and Quart. They would 
furniſh ſome matter for your curioſity, if we 


could depend on one word they ſay; for you 


may often hear them deſtroying the i 13-090 
of the moſt virtuous women, n theſe occa- 


ſions, their diſcourſe is larded with the moſt 
obſcene expreſſions; I myſelf could not excell 


them, if I appeared in my proper character ; 


But ſome of them are half drunk, you may be 


ſure religion will come on the carpet. Though 
none of them has any, yet you'll hear them diſ- 
pute with more warmth, than the beſt-paid 
council ſhew in defence of their clients. 

Upon this I called to As r ARO TH, Come, 


come, let us go pip You may remember, 
r 


youare carrying me from place to place for my 
diverſion and pleaſure. I'm already weary of 


this company, Pl! be glad to leave it as ſoon as 


poſſible, I agree to it, anſwered my wee i 
e _ t 
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At the ſame: time I remember I promiſed to 


carry you back to the place where we ſpent the 
middle of the day, I deſign to be as good as 


my word. 


* * _—_— 
— 
— 


CHAP; . 


Which contains the ſequel of the foregoing, 
with a digreſſion, which the author was 
_ pleaſed to make, 


— — —— — — 


FT: O ſpeak and to perform bong the ſame 
thing with ASTAROTH, I had no ſooner 


deſired to quit the place where I then was, but 
immediately I found myſelf in the midſt of a 


large company ; which was the more agreeable 
to me, as it was compoſed of perſons of both 
ſexes, and of the moſt celebrated beauties of 
the town, The melodious harmony of vocal 
and inſtrumental muſic delighted, and in ſome 
manner recompenſed me for the trouble I had 
endurcd from the ſmoke of the tobacco, and 
noiſe of the company TI left: Only I could have 
wiſhed that we were not ſo much crowded, that 
we might haveſhared in the pleaſure with more 
eaſe ; and this ARTAROTH remedied, in ſome 


meaſure, by placing me on one of the ſeats 


among the muſic. 
My faithful guide allowed me time enough 
to ſatisfy both my eyes and ears: At laſt, upon 
an interval in the concert, he ieren fe 
. thus: 
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thus : You muſt own, my friend, that this 


concert is not the fineſt you have ever heard, 


but you won't be ſurpriſed at it, when I ac- 


quaint you that this is no regular band, but a 


ſet compoſed of foreigners and ſtrollers, who 


have tried this method of getting a little money 


to ſupport them on the road to another place : 
Notwithſtanding this, there are ſome good 


hands among them, That is true, replied I; 


but if it were only the fine voice we heard juſt 
now, I fancy none of the company would re- 
pent their coming hither, or think their money 
loſt. It is not the firſt time I have heard this 


ſinger, I know her well, and am acquainted 
with her hiſtory : But pray who is that red- 


faced ſuperannuated beautv, -who ſung with 


ſuch affected airs, and a hoarſe diſagreeable 


voice. WY 1 
PII tell you, anſwered my guide; this wo- 


man's voice is not always ſo diſagreable, as it is 
now. Her hoar ſeneſs comes from an exceſs of 
debauchery laſt night. As ugly as her face 
now appears, ſhe was once as famous a beauty 
as the other you like ſo well. I aſſure you, it 
is true, however unlikely it may ſeem. She 


was not inferior toher, either in the charms of 


her perſon, or voice: She had even the ad- 
vantage over her rival, in an agreeable eaſy air, 


which captivated all the audience. The title 
of counteſs, which ſhe aſſumes, is a proof of 


what I aſſert. A certain nobleman uſed all 
poſſible ways to get poſſeſſion of her; and it 
ought to be remembered to her praiſe, that ſhe 


would 
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would not yield to his flattering ſpeeches, and 
rich preſents, till ſhe was deceived by a pretend- 


Though ſhe ſoon found out the trick, ſhe has 
ever-lince kept the name and titles of her ra- 
viſher, If you except her intolerable vanity, 
ſhe is one of the beſt natured girls imaginable, 
* Money is not her darling paſſion ; ſhe was ne- 
iſt ver charged with avarice, which is the reaſon 

that ſhe does not live ſo happily now, as ſhe 


1 might have done, if ſne had kept her favours 
„ up at a higher price: Being accuſtomed to plea- 
F ſure, ſhe purſues it as her only aim, which will 
1. | ſoon be the caſe of that other, who is admired 
h | by the greateſt part of the ſpectators, | 
6 But inſtead of amuſing ourſelyes with theſe 
* finging wenthes, whoſe way of life is no ſecret, 
3 We had better look about us, and take a view 
3 of the perſons that compoſe this brilliant aſſem- 


f * bly. Obſerve the ladies in the front ſeats ; the 
 F richneſs and politeneſs of their dreſs, joined to 
the number of diamonds and jewels, make a 
very fine agreeable ſight, Upon my word, 
cried I, it is a beautiful proſpect, gives me 
a great deal of pleaſure, and 1 fancy, deſerves 
our curioſity ; yet they don't all pleaſe alike, 
I perceive a good many ladies, ſcattered here 
and there, who have a certain air ſo like one 
another, that they might almoſt paſs for ſiſters, 
If T be not miſtaken, theſe ladies are of a nation 
hated by all the reſt of madkind, Here they 
allow them to come to public places; but why 
don't they oblige them to keep together, wm 
| rom 


ed marriage, and really fancied herſelf his wife. 
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from the reſt, as they do in other nations? 
You're in the right, anſwered my guide, as to 
your conjecture, but your queſtion is very 
much out of the way. Do you really approve 
of the treatment your nation gives this ſc ? 
Are they not of the ſame ſpecies with the reſt 
of mankind? Is not the crime which is laid to 
their charge, committed every day in ſome 
meaſure, even according to the principles of 
your law, by thoſe who make an open profeſ- 
ion of chriſtianity ? Softly, Mr. As r ARO TH, 
cried I in a paſſion, you muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the figure and the reality : Only obſerve 
the viſible mark on the face of that people, 
which makes them be known wherever they go. 
You're a filly fool, anſwered my guide, you're 
blinded by the prejudice of ES: It is 
true, theſe men and women are eaſily diſtin- 
guiſhed from any other people or nation on 
earth ; but are they more criminal than thou- 
fands of others, who neither want knowledge 
nor judgment, and yet act contrary to the ex- 
pre s dictates of reaſon and common ſenſe ? 

ut to keep cloſe to my ſubject, and your ob- 


jection: What can be more eaſily accounted 


for, than theſe general features, in which they 
all reſemble one another? Don't we ſee the 
ſame thing almoſt in every family ? And where- 
as moſt families are confined to twenty or thirty 
perſons, only remember, that this family con- 
liſts of many millions of ſouls. You may «4 
it is impoſſible, as you are, prejudiced again 


them; but there is nothing more eaſily ac- 


counted 
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| counted for. Imagine to yourſelf a family con- 
| fined by particular laws, where the brothers 
| marry the ſiſters, and in proceſs of time, the 
relations, though farther removed, always mar- 
ry their relations; and this rr though in- 


nitely increaſed, is always the ſame blood : Is 


| it wonderful then, that being increaſed to a 
million, this million of perſons ſhould always 


have 0 of the features which diſtinguiſhed 


nts from the reſt of mankind ? 


their | 
ide ſeemed a little troubleſome with 


My 


his reflexions; and as I did not reliſh them much, 
' I interrupted him with frequent queſtions, 
| Pray-Mr, ASTAROTH, ſaid I, do you remem- 
ber what brought us to this place. Time ſlides 
away: Be ſo good as to tell me who that pretty 
| lady is in the front ſeat on the left hand, who 

* amidſt all this public joy has a an 74} ſor- 
| rowful air that gives me concern. 

| heart, anſwered ASTAROTH ; ſhe deſerves 
| your notice, and her hiſtory is worth the hear- 
ing. Her melancholy proceeds from her out- 
of- the- way humour. Never was there any 
woman who had more reaſon to be contented, 
and yet never was any one more unfortunate. 
Her extraction is very mean; her father ſold 


ith all my 


vinegar. When about fifteen years of age, her 
beauty captivated a foreign nobleman of a great 
eſtate, and ſne left her father's houſe to live 


with her lover. While ſhe remained in his ſer- 


vice, that is, as long as ſhe was kept as a miſ- 


treſs, ſhe was cunning enough to conceal her 


bad temper; and appeared as agreeable in her 
e humour 


TAROTH, is an Italian by 
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humour as in her perſon. At laſt, aſter being 
his bed fellow for ten years, ſhe perſuaded him 


to marry her. No ſooner was the knot tied, 


but ſhe changed of a ſudden, and behaved like 
a ſworn enemy of him, to whom ſhe owed every 


thing. She makes him paſs many troubleſome 


hours, and her odd humour makes herſelf un- 
happy. Nothing pleaſes her, or gives her the 
leaſt ſatisfaction; ſhe keeps company with no- 
body, and every one looks on her as a danger- 


ous perſon, and a companion ſowrer than the 


vinegar her father fold, _ 

That old man you ſee ſtanding not far from 
her, is another unſociable mortal, of a parti- 
cular turn, He is worth a plumb, but is ſtil! 
ſo.anxious to heap up more wealth, even in his 
old age, that he fatigues himſelf as much as if 
he were labouring for a bit of bread, I could 
point out ſome of his relations in this aſſembly, 
who are delighted with his avarice, and impa- 


tiently wait for his departure to another world, 


that they may ſpend his money in a polite 
manner. 8 4 | | | 
For that, I can : eaſily believe you; but I 
want to be informed who that ſmart lady is, in 
cloſe converſation with the gentleman next her. 
She who excites your ag en anſwered As- 
irth, and now a 
widow, who has a great deal of money, and a 
good ſhare of beauty, and yet can't find ano- 
ther huſband, The reputation ſhe has in at- 
fairs of love, makes the gentlemen look upon 
her as a dangerous enemy, who might be an 
= e over-match 
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over-match at a cloſe Fight. Her former huſ- 
band, though a ſtrong raw-boned young fellow, 
held out but a ſhort time; and it is given out, 
that his deatli was occaſioned by a too eager at- 
tempt to ſatisfy his wife, who married him 
without a farthing. Now every body is afraid 
of the ſame fate, and not without reaſon. 1 
fancy nevertheleſs, anſwered I, that the gen- 
tleman who is now talking with her is not of 
the ſame opinion, or at leaſt, he appears briſk 
and fearleſs. You're miſtaken, replied As- 
TAROTH, there is a difference between of- 
fering himſelf as a gallant, and engaging as her 
huſband. This gentleman's conſtitution is as 
hot as the lovely widow's ; but he is too much 
given to change, ever to tie himſelf up to one 
woman; he*ll never doit. Though he is paſ- 
ſionately in love with this lady, it will be only 
for a ſhort time: In a few days he will avoid 
her with as much care, as he now purſues her 
with eagerneſs: But the widow won't be diſ- 
conſolate ; ſhe has relief at hand: That very 
character which makes her be looked upon as a 
dangerous wife, makes her a defirable miſtreſs. 
Beſides, ſhe is handſome, and good-humoured ; 
and were ſhe neither one nor other, ſhe is rich, 
and has plenty of that royal metal which con- 
tains all qualifications. e {fe I 


Obſerve that handſome, well-made gentle- 
man not far off, whoſe eyes are attentively fixed 


on her. He's the flower of mankind, a treaſure 
for women of her character: A man who is 
reported to have the qualities of a cock 2 
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a gallant much courted by all the rich ladies: 


For theſe many years he has lived in the coun- 


try, he has ſupported himſelf at their expence: 
He no ſooner ruins one, but he runs to another. 


This is the man who muſt fill up the next va- 


cancy in the widow's bed; and then he'll meet 
his match, and ſoon throw up the game. 


I perceive you obſerving that pretty little 


creature fitting by an old fellow, whoſe eyes 
watch her continually. That charming lady 
deſerves your pity, The old fellow is her huſ- 
band, and the moſt jealous ſuſpicious raſcal 
upon earth, He ſeems to be joined to her in 
marriage on purpoſe to give her eternal tor- 
ment and vexation. She dare not turn her eyes 


towards any man in the company. She is na- 
turally of a free eaſy behaviour, but is obliged 
to put a conſtraint on herſelf, and act quite con- 
trary. Her lot is ſo much the more miſerable, 


as ſhe is ſacrificed to this old jealous brute, with- 
out making her fortune, though her friends con- 
trived the match with that view. S n 

Obſerve that old antiquated face over- againſt 


her, that lady, who gives herſelf all the airs of a 


oung coquet, and ogles the gentlemen on the 


right and left. Fortune never gave a greater 
inſtance of her yo than ſhe has lately done 
an 


in this woman: on believe it? After ſpend- 
ing the beſt part of her life in a continual ſuc- 


ceſſion of lovers of all ſorts ; at laſt, in her de- 


cline, ſhe has found a young, handſome, rich 
gentleman, who has made her his wife, and giv- 
en her a large ſettlement, rt 


He 
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He muſt be a blockhead, an ideot : I ſup- 


poſe that is he, ſtanding by her, whoſe wild. 


looks denote him to be a man capable of ſuch 


an action. By no means, anſwered my guide; 
the old lady is not fool enough to ſuffer her huſ- 


band to accompany her. All the favour ſhe 
allows him, is to meet her at the door of this 


place at ſuch an hour, and wait upon her home. 
She reckons it honour enough for him to have 


the rank of her principal ſervant. 


But let us return to the front ſeat, Do you 


ſee that lady in the fine embroidered gown : I 
do, anſwered I, She is not ugly; on the con- 
trary, ſhe has a fine complexion, and that 


makes up for the imperfection of her features. 
There is ſomething very agreeable in her face, 


that makes her (in my opinion) preferable to 
your more perfect beauties. You have a 
taſte, replied the DEVIL; you have judged 


right as to this lady, and ſhe has captivated 


more hearts than one, She is married to a 


nobleman of diſtinction; and this obliges 


her to be more reſerved than ſhe would 
otherwiſe chuſe to be. She . has behaved hi- 
therto with ſo much cunning, that thoſe, who 


have endeavourcd to gain her affections, look 
upon her as a perfect pattern of chaſtity and 


virtue. Unfortunately, her huſband is not al- 
together of the ſame opinion. Some imperti- 
nent buſy- body has told him in great confidence, 
that my lady has a more than ordinary kind- 


neſs for a footman that has been a long time in 


her fervice ; but my lord, too prudent to plant 
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better to diſcover the affair. He is now upon 
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She muſt be informed of her huſband's ſuſpi- 
_ cions, and then ſhe' II be more capable to car 


that knows any thing certain of the matter. 
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is doing 


ſtain his honour. The lady 


when 


lis own forehead, pretends not to believe it; 8 


he even has not turned off his footman, the 


the watch, carefully examines her conduct, 
and endeavours by all means to unriddle this 
_ _ Woe be to my lady, if he diſcovers 
her. But I have reſolved to meddle in this, 


on her intrigues, and n e affairs ſo wit 
regard to her lord, that he ſhall be the laſt man 


Upon my word, ſaid I, it will be charity 
to a uhh? my lady with her huſband's 
jealouſy : It were a yr ſhe were caught 
ike the Jens in the volume: Beſides, it 
ervice to a worthy nobleman, to ſpare 
him the confuſion of knowing an affair that muſt 
3 a footman ; ſhe 
pays him, and has a right to his ſervice ; cuſtom 
won her fide. |... Ce eee 
But I cannot take my eyes off from that wild 
looking fellow, whom I took for the huſband 
of that piece of antiquity, who has been a per- 
fect Lais in her time, This young man, an- 
ſwered my guide, is as great a fool, and more 
to be pitied, than the gentleman you ſuppoſed 
him to be. Coming to the nga ha of a large 
eſtate before he had finiſhed his ſtudies, he took 
it in his head to be deeply in love with an old 
maid, and married her, His outh and incon- 
ſtant temper hindered him from acting with 
judgment : He was ſcarce married a 5 6 | 
when 


* 
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when he repented his folly, Marriage appeared 
as terrible, as it had appeared agreeable to him 
beſore; his love changed into a perfect hatred ; 
he grew. weary of his wife's company, and one 
day fairly run off with a conſiderable ſum of his 
own money: But, as void of judgment in his 
flight as in his former behaviour, he was ſoon 
found out, and his ſpouſe had intereſt enough to 
get him put into priſon, This matrimonial 
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chaſtiſement had its deſerved effect. He ſub- 


would not have come hither, if he had not ob- 
tained a permiſſion in form, ſpecifying the place 
whither he was to go, and the time he was to 
remain abroad from his lady. In a word, he is 
now the moſt complaiſant of all huſbands. 


© have ſo little time to entertain you here. I 
© ſcarce ſee any one in the company of whom I 


ing. Obſerve that ſet of gentlemen and ladies 
on your right hand: It is a ſort of detachment 
from a marriage that was celebrated a few days 
= ago, That little Chineſe figure in the middle is 
the king, the gentleman who has married that 


© qually matched? Really, ſays I, they look like 


a a link anda wax taper in the ſame branch: But 
| ſuppoſe that Chineſe figure is an Indian, 
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E mitted to be put under guardians, and is now 
more humble than they could ever expect. He 


l am ſorry, continued ASTAROTH, that 1 


have not ſomething to tell you worth the hear- 


pretty creature on his leſt. Are they not e- 


whoſe money ſtands him in ſtead of all other 


me any ſurprize : As we reſo many of them 
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every day, they are not at all extraordinary, 
Not ſo faſt, ſaid my guide, this marriage is quite 
. otherwiſe than you imagine, This A 
is a rich Indian only in your brain: He never 
was in the Indies; he is a native of this coun- 
try, a fooliſh fellow, who has ſpent his whole 
life in raking, and has acquired no other repu- 
tation than that of an accompliſhed debauchee: 
He has at laſt found the way of gaining the af- 
fections of this lady, whoſe riches are as great 
as her beauty. Obſerve that red- faced woman 
on the right-hand ; fhe is alſo lately married, 
After ſearching many years for ſome body that 
would take her, ſhe hit upon a young fellow 
whoſe fortune ſhe has made ; for the poor devil 
was at his wit's end how to live. That young 
fellow with his wig in buckle, and the ſecond- 
hand ſuit of cloaths, with the joyful counte- 
nance, is the loving huſband of this lady, Tho 
he be indifferently handſome, young, and don't 
want wit, yet he was in ſo miſerable circum- 
ſtances before his marriage, that he now looks 
upon himſelf as the happieſt of mortals. His 
pride is as great as if he were lately made por- 
ter to a prime miniſter, 5 
Obſerve the dreſs of that gentleman talking 
withhim. By his white ſtockings, laced coat, 
14 embroidered waiſtcoat, and fine wig, would 
1 you not take him for a young lord, with his 
7 pockets full of money ? If we were near enough, 
14 you would be diverted to hear how he affects 
WY | the fine gentleman. Alas ! nothing more de- 
IT Cceieitful than outward appearance. His pate is as 
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empty as his purſe, and he is equally void !of 
| ſenſe and money. As poor as a Church rat, 
his poverty has not been able to bring down his 
pride. By pinching his belly for a month, he 
# ſcrapes together as much money as can pay for 
the uſe of theſe cloaths for a night. Then he 
} knows no body, and ſcarce condeſcends to 
return the common ſalutations of his acquain= 
E tance. It was this man that provided the red- 
* faced lady with her huſband ; and he fancies his 
merit ſo great on this occaſion, that he looks 
on them as his wards, and himſelf as their noble 


uardian. 
But here the concert is ended, and. the com- 


| pany is riſing in order to go out; let us make 
| haſte, and go out with the firſt, to have the 
| pleaſure of ſeeing the reſt paſs by. Here we are 
a conveniently poſted.— III point Out ſome peo | 
ple worth your notice. Firſt obſerve that fat- 
* gutted tun, whoſe belly is already up to his 
chin, and muſt hide his face, if it increaſe but 
* very little more. By his walk, one would 


take him for a man of ſome note; yet he is 


| only a clerk to one of the companies, His birth 


is ſo mean, that he don't know what his father 
was, Being educated at the expence of the pa- 


riſh, he was put out apprentice to a writing- | 


maſter, from whence he went into a merchant's 
compting-houſe, and thus by degrees roſe to 
the place he has at preſent. His induſtry, by 
which he advanced himſelf, would be always 
mentioned to his honour, if he had not forgot 
his former condition: But his vanity is as great 


K 3 2 


2 . c K 2 A Vn. Aa —— — 
. —. ne eee repo = —— ' 82 —— > hs 


r 


- 
FOE 
3 


OS 


void of ſenſe, that they are eſteemed as pictures 


198 The Devil turn d Hermit. 


as if he were deſcended from the firſt family in 
the kingdom. wes got a little money, he 


has ſuch a cuſtom of hectoring and bluſtering, 
that he ſhews his qualifications ſometimes before 


thoſe to whom he is only a ſervant by his place: 


He pretends to dictate to them, and to get ſuch 
officers expelled their ſervice, as he fancies look 
too narrowly into his behaviour, Woe be to 
thoſe who give him any ground to ſuſpect their 
being his enemies : Ris happened lately to 
one of his moſt intimate friends, and his great 
bene factor and patron : But the gentleman pre- 
vented the conſequence, by humbly aſking his 
pardon, elſe his tun-bellied clerk would have 
(right or wrong) contrived ſome ſtory or ano- 
ther to ruin his reputation. 

But, ſaid I to As TARO TH, he's now far 
enough out of ſight: And here comes two 
beauties that deſerve our notice, as much as 
they ſeem to excite the admiration of the other 
ſpectators. The neatneſs and richneſs of their 
dreſs make me fancy, they are the wives or 


daughters of ſome perſons of diſtinction. Am! 


deceived in my conjecture? Very much, an- 
ſwered my DE MON. The reſt of the par) 
knows them, and their aſtoniſhment proceeds 


from another cauſe than yours. They are known 


to be of the meaneſt extraction; and tho? they 


dreſs and frequent company far above their rank, 


every one is perſuaded that they never can ob- 
tain their aim, namely, to match with the 
quality. They are fo proud, haughty, and 


that 
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that have nothing to recommend them but their 
glaring colours, and gilt frames. And there is good 
reaſon to believe that like theſe pictures, they 
muſt either go off at a low price, or run the 


hazard of being everlaſting ſhopkeepers. 


Iwas going to propoſe ſome other queſtions 
to my guide, when upon the ſight of a good- 
looking gentleman, my DE II gave a horrid 

rin, and fled away, as if all hell had been at 
is heels. Being afraid of ſome unſeen danger, 
I endeavoured to follow him with all my 
ſtrength, but ſoon loſt ſight of him, and at 
that inſtant my ſtrength forſook me. I then re- 
ſolved to go home to my lodgings, where hap- 


paily 1 did not wait long without finding As- 
 - TAROTH, | a 
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ſons which obliged bim to quit the coun- n 

try; with an accouut how the author | 9 

paſſed bis time during their journey. 11 
H O' As TARO TH was able thoroughly | 5 

| to diſcover the hidden and ſecret diſpo- 
ſitions of every man, to explore their 


acquainted 
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| acquainted with their paſt actions, and future 
deſtiny: In a word, though nothing paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come, was a ſecret to him, ye 

none of theſe ſeemed to me comparable to one 
faculty he was poſſeſſed of. The power he had 
of 2 himſelf inviſible when he would, ap- 
peared in my eyes the moſt conſiderable advan- 
tage that attended him, This I was ſo well ac- 
quainted with, that I looked upon his ſudden 

departure as one of his wonted rogueries in or- 


der to frighten me. What can a ſpirit, ſaid I, 
be apprehenſive of, who has nothing but a body 


in appearance, and what he can take up and lay 


down at pleaſure? When I reflected upon this, 
it put me ſo much out of humour with him, 
that I went home, firmly reſolved, if I found 
him there, to have done with him ever after, 
My paſſion was ſo very high, that I don't know 
if 1 ſhould not have provided myſelf with holy 
water, and treated him with the utmoſt rigour, 
for his uſage of me; but it would have been to 
no purpoſe, for As r ARO THñ was neither : 
my lodgings, nor in any place where I look. 
for him. | 

It was now two days he had been gone, ano 
my anger was turned into an anxiety, when all 
of's ſudden he preſented himſelf to me at a time 


le expected him leaſt, He looked like a man 


juſt recovered from a dangerous illneſs; but at 
the ſame time appeared ſo very merry and plea- 
ſant, that Thad not patience to wait till he ſpoke 
to me, Look'e, Mr. As TARO TH, ſaid I to 


him, T only beg one ſmall favour of you, that 
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you would be pleaſed to take up with ſomebody 
elſe that better deſerves your kindneſs, and for- 
et me intirely, The pleaſure I receive in be- 
ing thus your companion, is ſo often palled 
with the care and ger 7 dong interrupts it, 
that I am quite out of fancy with it, and J 
ſhould reckon it my happineſs to be no more 
expoſed to your whims and the caprice of your 
humour: lam quite tired with being uſed. as 2 
laything, and it ſhall never be ſaid that whilſt 
1 take diverſion at the expence of others, I am 
myſelf the property of the vileſt of creatures. 

| What, anſwered A8TAROTH, is it thus 
you treat thoſe who ſuffer ſo much upon your 
account, Behold this body, ſays he, covered 
with wounds, and the marks of the chains 
with which 1 have been fettered, and ſee if 
you can make any doubt of what I have ſuf- 
fered. Tlooked and ſaw his legs, his arms, and, 
in ſhort, his whole body full of bruiſes, and the 
marks of fetters. It is impoſſible to conceive 
my ſurprize. What can this mean, cried I, 
don't my eyes deceive me? who poſſibly could 
lay hold of you ſo readily, ſeeing you were in- 
viſible ? Or has ſome devotee made uſe of holy 
water thus to charm and enchant you ? 

I have not come off at ſo cheap a rate, ſays 
he. Holy water, relicks, croſſes, and ſuch like 
things as theſe you mention, may indeed give 
us ſome uneaſineſs, but of ſuch a nature as is 
not eaſily to be perceived.---He, whoſe hands 
I now eſcaped from, is no mortal, but a prince 
of our empire, a true Devil, the mighty and 
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puiſſant BELPHEGOR ; Whoſe obſervation I 


could not eſcape, and whom it was impoſlible 


for me rf , He 2 17 juſt in the 
moment 1 had diſengaged myſe f from the do 
jo! 2 to make my * ich 

IC 1 


greater ſwiftneſs, and obliging me to aſſume it 


again, chained me, as you may obſerve, and 


put me to the moſt exquiſite tortures. I might 


perhaps have not been relieved till this time, had 


it not been that another Devil, yet more pow- 


| erful than he, interpoſed in my behalf; who 


fortunately having occaſion for my ſervices, de- 


livered me out of my troubles in order to em- 


ploy me in a manner you ſhall know more of 
afterwards. a 

I could not help nevertheleſs thinking, that 
he had not all the reaſon to reproach me he pre- 
tended, and therefore aſked him, how BEL- 
PHEGOR could poflibly diſcern what was in- 
viſible? Oh! ſays he, our inviſibility reaches 
only to men; it does not at all extend to thoſe 
of our own ſpecies: We cannot conceal our- 
ſelves from the ſight of any of them ; and it is 


eſtabliſhed as a law among us, that we ſhould - 
mutually hate each other, which, Sir, is ob- 


ſerved the moſt punctually among the ſubjects 


of our empire, as well as among thoſe of your 


ſpecies ; ſo that it is not without reaſon what 
is ſaid of us, that two of us can never be toge- 
ther without fighting ; for itis a rule. that hard- 
ly ever ſuffers exception, unleſs it be when we 
either have occaſion for, or are afraid of one 


another; and then, you know, a ſuſpenſion 
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from hoſtilities is neceſſary. Now you may 
gueſs if I had not good reaſon to be afraid, or if 
it was any wonder to ſee a poor underling of a 
Devil, like me, betake himſelf to his heels at 


the ſight of ene of the moſt powerful princes of 


our empire: I knew you could. not perceive 


him, and that was the reaſon of your being ſo 
much ſurpriſed at my proceeding, Moſt cer- 


tainly, anſwered I, and ſo much the more as! 
was then intently fixed upon a young gentle- 
man of a genteel appearance, whom I had a 
great curioſity to be informed of. That gentle- 
man, ſays ASTAROTH, is in ſome meaſure 
the cauſe of my misfortune : One who found 
it convenient to quit the country he was born 
in, where he would not at preſent be very eaſy. 


BELPHEGOR, who took him under his protec- 


tion, aecompanies him in the manner I do you, 
I was ignorant of that great prince's being in 
this country ; for I muſt tell you, our know- 
ledge is not fo univerſal, but that, like you 
mortals, we may juſtly be ſaid to be ignorant 
of more than we know. As I had then no no- 


tion of my being ſo near this Demon, I was 


not at all upon my owe to avoid him; and 
much leſs did I think of, but diverting you 


with an account of the ſeveral characters he has 


played upon a theatre, which is famous for the 
variety of tragic and comic ſcenes repreſented 
upon it. Tra 2 | | 
That does not at all ſurprize me, ſaid I. The 
aſſembly we were in, furniſhed us a ſufficient 
number of adventures, without going to ſeck 


for 
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for them any where elſe ; I'm vexed at nothing 
but that we could not ſtay there longer ; but 
ſince ill luck would have it ſo, we muſt not 
think of paſt misfortunes, let us rather think 
how we ſhall continue our diverſions; and as 1 
weare now at leiſure, I amof opinion we can- | 
not employ ourſelves better than in converſing | 
about what we could not do before, I remem- 
ber you promiſed to entertain me with the hiſ- | 
tory of that great man whoſe fall has made ſuch 
a noiſe in the world ; and Pm much miſtaken, | 

if it has not ſome connection with ſeveral of | 
thoſe characters BELPHEGOR has played here 
upon the ſtage of this world. You are not miſ- 
taken in that, ſays ASTAROTH ; the hiſtory 
you want to know is full of curious and enter- 
taining incidents, and well worth your hearing, 
which I propoſe to give you the firſt occaſion : 
But a whole day would hardly be ſufficient for 
that purpoſe, and at preſent we have ſomething 
elſe to think on. You muſt know, that I am not 
permitted to continue longer in this country; and 
that it was upon this condition BELPHEGOR 
let me go free. It is for my intereſt therefore, 
and yours too, that we be gone as faſt as poſ- 
ſible; for ſhould he ever catch us a ſecond 
time *tis odds, he would take vengeance on you 
as well as me. But where can we go to, ſays I 
to my guide? What have you to do with that, 1 
ſays he, ſo long as you find no reaſon to com- 
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and therefore you have nothing to do but make 
yourſelf eaſy, and all will bewell. 
Upon this, AsTAROTH placed me upon his 
ſhoulders, and cut the air ſo ſwiftly, that in a 
moment we had paſſed over a conſiderable part 
of the ſea. We ſaw a town in the form of a 
half-moon, which gave me as much pleaſure as 
they have who ſee the wiſh'd-for harbour, after 


a long and tedious voyage. Where are we got to 


now ? ſays I, as we entered into this town. We 
are in a place, anſwered my guide, where the in- 
habitants are as vicious, as the air they breathe 
in is pure ; and from thence you may judge how 
full of adventures it muſt be. The number I 
know of them is ſo conſiderable, and increaſes 


ſo faſt every day, that they would ſerve to en- 


tertain you all your life-time, was I to repeat 
every particular, Follow me; as we are invi- 
ſible, I 

extremely worth your curioſity, $992 

In ſaying this, he conducted me into a fine 
ſtreet, where I perceived a number of people at 
the gate of a greatinn, making way for the of- 
ficers of juſtice, whom we followed. The 
ſpectacle which drew them thither, was ſo 
moving, that I could not help being ſenſibly 
touched with it. Two men and a young wo- 
man were lying ſtretched out upon the ground, 
weltring in blood, and almoſt lifeleſs, —They 


took up the woman firſt, She is not wounded, 


ſays ASTAROTH, and it was her that had the 
courage to ſtab that man to the heart, whom 
you ſeelying on the other ſide, It is one of the 

| | mn 


deſign you ſhall be witneſs to an affair 
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moſt curious adventures you have ever heard of. 


They are carrying her to priſon, let us follow, 


and be informed by herſelf of her misfortune, 


and what could provoke her ſo far as to com- 


mit murder. Perhaps you will be pleaſed to 
know the hiſtory of ſeveral others in the ſame 


place, where they are now carrying this he- 


roine. See, we are now got before this 


place of woe; the very building ſhews what it 


is deſigned for. Obſerve the frightful figure of 


thoſe who are ſet to guard it. I fancy you 
would rather meet them here, than in the 


middle of a wood, and I not with you. 


That I readily grant you, anſwered I, but 
the unfortunate ſituation of the priſoner has 


made fo deep an impreſſion upon my mind, that 


I am impatient to ſatisfy my curiolity as to what 
has befallen her. Where is it they carry her ? 
Are they to lodge her in a dark naſty dungeon: 
No, not ſo bad as that, replies my guide, the 
judges have taken ſo much pity upon her, that 
they have indulged her in a priſon ſomething 
better than a dungeon. They have carried her 
into an apartment tolerable enough, conſidering 
the place; let us go and ſee her, the officers 


are retiring, and ſhe's now alone, but won't be 


long ſo.— That lady you ſee going to her, is an- 
other priſoner, who forgets her own diſtreſs, 
in order to condole this one, who is juſt come 
here ; nor could ſhe come more ſeaſonably, her 
diſcourſe is very affecting; ſhe mingles tears 
with thoſe of the other, whoſe affliction is ſo 
great that ſhe cannot yet ſpeak, All — can 
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learn from her at preſent, is, that ſhe is the oc- 


caſion of the death of theſe two men. we ſaw 
ſtretched out upon the ground. By and bye 
ſhe will come to herſelf, but we muſt wait till 
the exceſs of her grief and affliction be ſome- 
what over; and in the mean time we'll run over 
this diſmal ſorrowful place, where I'll make you 
diſtinguiſh ſuch as are really objects of pity from 
thoſe who are not. 8 4 
ASTAROTH, after ſaying this, was going 


out of the room; but I laid hold of him by the 


arm, and told him, that he need be in no hurry, 
ſince thoſe he wanted to inform me of, were in 
no danger of running away from us ; and as I 
found, without knowing the reaſon, that I had 
a great reſpect for the lady, begged of him that 
he would give me her hiſtory, The place ſhe 
is in at preſent does not at all ſeem proper for 


_ Inſpiring her with that chriſtian eloquence ſhe 
makes uſe of in order to comfort the. unhappy 


criminal, Is ſhe then, continued I, ſent here 
unjuſtly? Not altogether, replied my guide. 


And ſhedeſerves, in the judgment of perſons of 
ſenſe, to remain here all the reſt of her days. 


Her crime is of a nature very agreeable to the 


character ſhe profeſſes. For this lady, you muſt 
| know, though a zealous bigot in her way, does 


not want either ſenſe or merit, but. had not 
enough to guard againſt the deſigns of a cunning 
father confeſſor; a man worthy of that holy ſo- 


_ city of which he's a member. I'll tell you her 


adventures as minutely as I can, 


She's 
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She's in the firſt place exceſſively rich, and 
married to a nobleman of this country, who 


was ſo happy as to pleafe her, on condition ſhe 


ſhould never be obliged to go from where ſhe 


was, and that he would never mention to her 


his religion, which was different from what ſhe 
herſelf profeſſed, The unfortunate huſband 
kept his promiſe but too religiouſly, As he 
was obliged to be often abſent, to viſit his eſtate, 
a famous doctor, well known in the world for 
his abilities, who had the direction of this lady's 
conſcience, reſolved to lay hold of the opportu- 
nity of the huſband's abſence, in order to enrich 
himſelf at his expence, and the eaſy credulity of 


his penitent. This would have ſeemed a matter 


of too great a difficulty to any but one of his 
character. However, nothing can be too hard 
for the ſociety to effect, eſpecially when ſuch 


a one as the famous father GRE Lvu'T (that's his 


name) takes it in hand : So that this hardy un- 
dertaking ſucceeded as they could wiſh, The 
ſubtle jeſuit gained ſo far upon her underſtand- 


ing, as to perſuade her that as ſhe was married 


to a heretick, it was a ſinful and criminal ac- 


tion; that the only way ſhe had to appeaſe hea- 


ven and attone for her guilt, was to make away 
with all the read oy her huſband had left in 
her poſſeſſion, The lady could not at firſt enter 


into the force of his arguments; but what can- 


not a dextrous prieſt perſuade a woman to, who 


would gain heaven upon any terms? The fear 


of eternal damnation made her conſent to every 


thing; ſhe made him a promiſe, and that very 


day 


210 The Devil turn'd Hermit. 


day put it in execution, Two hundred thou- 
ſand crowns, the lining of her ſtrong box, were 
at different timesgiven to this honeſt prieſt ; and 
after it was done, the pious lady found her ſou] 
as much comforted, as if ſhe had been releaſed 
out of purgatory : But her joy was of ſhort 
continuance ; her lord returned, and the firſt 
thing he did after embracing his lady, was to 
o and ſee his ſtrong box, She was already ſen- 
ible of her fault, and her huſband had no need 
to aſk her any queſtions, Before he could ſpeak 
to her, ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, and con- 
feſſed her crime. The reverend father GRE 
Lor, faid ſhe, that man I always looked upon 
as a ſaint, aſſured me that I could no other- 
wiſe attone for the crime I had Pn 
marrying you, but by ſtripping you of all I had 
brought you. 88 . — d by his im- 
er and the rightful ſhape in which he 
had repreſented what I had. done, I intirely gave 
myſelf up to him; and he required I ſhould 
lodge in his hands the two hnndred thouſand 
crowns that were in that ſtrong box. I am ſen- 
fible that I have done wrong, and am willing 

to make reparation, if it be poſſible, 
This nobleman is an honeſt, open, and ſin- 
cere man, Though he was exceſſively diſturb- 
ed at the hearing ſuch a piece of news, he had 
enough of generoſity and command of himſelf 
to raiſe his wife and dry up her tears. You have 
to be ſure, ſays he, done amiſs; but it is now 
pa, and I am ſenſible how difficult it will be to 
find aremedy ; I fancy our beſt way will be to 
try 
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try what we can do by fair and gentle means, 
before we proceed to extremities. It happened 
luckily for them that the lady's coachman was 
in ſome meaſure witneſs to the diſpoſing of the 
money, having accompanied his Jady all the 
times ſhe went to the convent, I his ſame 
coachman had orders to get the chariot ready, 
after which they both drove to the cloyſter, 
where they found the godly father, whoreceived 
them with all imaginable marks of friendſhip. 
hut it was in vain for my lord to demand back 
again what his lady had given him. The cun- 
ning jeſuit ſeemed ſurpriſed beyond meaſure, 
and pretended not to underſtand any thing of 
what they ſaid to him. They brought the 
coachman to be witneſs, but it had no effect 
upon him, and he brazen'd it out with the ſame 
impudence before his ſuperior, who ſummoned 
him to appear upon the accuſation of the here- 
tick and his wife. ES 
How could they redreſs themſelves in ſuch a 
caſe ? They had recourſe to the law; but the 
counſel they applied to, having been often con- 
ſulted upon ſuch like occaſions, ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders, and told them, that there were ra- 


venous creatures among men as well as beaſts ; 


that the haughty arrogance, the great power 

and 8 eee the n to 
do with, were ſuch, as that he durſt not venture 
to undertake their cauſe, ſince he could be of 
no ſervice, and ſhould run the riſk of being 
Tuined as well as they, However, there were 


others more generous, and believed it was we 
| | | __nble 
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ſible to find out means of convicting this impu- 
dent doctor. As he was the lady's confeſſor, 
they adviſed ſhe ſhould feign hetſelf: fick, and 
when he came to her, diſcourſe with him about 
the affair; and at the ſame time have perſons 


concealed who ſhould hear what he ſaid, and 


be witneſſes for her afterwards. 


This method ſeemed very plauſible, and was 


accordingly approved of.— The lady, as ſoon as 
ſhe came home, went to bed, and indecd ſhe 
had occaſion, Several phyſicians and ſurgeons, 
whom they prevailed upon without any diffi- 
culty, immediately gave out that ſhe was at the 
laſt extremity, They deſired the reverend fa- 
ther to come and exerciſe the functions of his 
office, and according as they were adviſed, 


took care to provide themſelves with two no- 


taries, and two other witneſſes to take down 

the confeſſion or denial of this raſcal of a prieſt: 
This ſtratagem having ſucceeded the firſt time, 
they tried it a ſecond, taking other witneſſes 


of the ſame nature, and it ſucceeded as well as 


the firſt, The lady told her confeſſor how 
much troubled ſhe was, and he in a low voice 
bid her not be uneaſy, for that he would give a 
faithful account of what ſhe had lodged in his 
hands, After this, who would have thought 
this villain could have been ſkreened from juſ- 


tice, after making ſuch a confeſſion ? How var 


luable is the extenſive reach and quickneſs of 
ſuch a genius! and how much obliged 1s our 
empire for the increaſe of its ſubjects to this ſo- 


get 
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get over. There were eight witneſſes in this 
affair, of which any two of the four principals 
ought to have been more than ſufficient: But 
what did it ſignify, their depoſitions availed 
nothing againſt the fetches of this ſhuffling 
prieſt, who would have outwitted Lucifer him- 
ſelf. Don't imagine that he objected againſt 
the witneſſes, or denied what they ſaid, They 
read to him the depoſitions, and upon their 
aſking him, he owned he had ſpoke the very 
words they charged himwith ; but obſerve what 
was his reſource ; He knew perfectly, and to 
its full extent, equivocation, that grand art and 
ſecret of his ſociety, Far from denying what 
the witneſſes had ſwore againſt him, he ac- 
knowledged his having ſaid to the lady, that 
ſhe hadgiven him twohundred thouſand crowns; 
but, continued he, what anſwer could I make 
to a woman troubled in her mind? The way to 
deal with people who are mad, is to humour 
them in any particular fancy they take in their 
heads, As | delieved the lady was really in diſ- 
order, it was my buſineſs to quiet and compoſe _ 
her mind, ſo that I neglected every other conſi- 
deration to be able to do that the more effec- 
tually. 
Such an equivocal defence would have hardly 
ſaved any other but a jeſuit; he was obliged to 
his gown, or they would have ſqueezed the 
truth out of him, and uſed other fort of argu- 


ments to make him confeſs. But ſo aſſiduous is 


the ſociety, that they have prevailed ſo far up- 
on ſome people, as to make them ſhew a vene- 
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ration even for crimes and wickedneſs, when 


committed by any of their order. Half proofs 
ſignify nothing, and even the confeſſing a crime 


is not found a ſufficient prooſ for their being 
guil If honeſt magiſtrates are inclinable to 
0 


their duty, they find means to cool and 
ſoften their zeal; and, to the great joy of our 
kingdom, very often write to get them ſuſ- 
pended from their office. Such will be the iſſue 


of this affair. It is already carried before the 


great council, and the judges have acted with 
courage and reſolution. The lady is impriſoned 
at the inſtance of her confeſſor, in order to 


ſtand the trial; but they have received orders 


ſrom above to ſtop this proſecution, every thing 


will end amicably, and this heretical lord will 


think himſelf very happy, if he recovers but 
one half of what the jeſuit received. | 


All the time that ASTAROTH was reciting 


to me this hiſtory, I could not help viewing at- 
tentively the other lady. She was about two 


and twenty years of age ; and though her grief 


and deſpair ſeemed beyond expreſſion, and her 
e the moſt deplorable, yet ſhe til] 


_ retained ſomething agreeable, Her clothes 


were covered with blood, ſhelooked wild, and 
ſeemed as if ſhe were ſeized with convulſions 
that made me apprehend her life was in danger : 
But the — care her charitable companion 
took of her, al waged in time the violent tran- 


| ſports of her grief: She became more eaſy, after 


having given vent to her tears and ſighs; but 
refuſed to tell her ſtory, becauſe, ſaid ſhe, it 
e | would 
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ö would only ſerve to inſpire horror into you at 
my crimes, and make you hate and deteſt my 


perſon. But the lady prevailed upon her to 


; take ſome food, and at laſt, out of gratitude for 
| the pains ſhe had taken, the other obliged her 
with the following account of her adventures. 


m * 8 ' 8 


„ 


CHAP. II. 


The diſuſters of love, or the adventures of 


Mademaſelle du B**** 


THE regard I owe to them who gave me a 


being, obliges me to conceal my name ; - 


it is enough for you to know that I am come 
of one of the beſt families in Auvergne, and 
that I was born at Clermont, the capital city 
of that province, My birth occaſioned ſo much 
the more joy to my mother, as ſhe bore me 
* cighteen years after ſhe was married, and had 
| deſpaired of ever having a child. You may 
5 that as my Parents were rich and vaſtly 
fon 

education could give me. In my youth I was 
| perfectly happy, and ſo long as I preſerved my 
* innocence, my days were one continued ſcene 


of me, I wanted for nothing a country 


of pleaſure ; I was the darling of the whole 


family, and had nothing to do but behave ſuit- 
able to their kindneſs, „ 

How happy is ſhe who never departs from 

110 rules of virtue ! Had I apr 

ch 
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ſuch a conduct, I ſhould not be at preſent the 
mournful cauſe of deſpair to an old gray-headed 
father; nor have occaſioned the death of a ten- 
der affectionate mother, but ſhould be wife to 


one of the leading men of the city I was born 


in, and hold a rank that would do me honour, 
I was ſcarce ſixteen, when I was courted by 
the firſt gentlemen in the country, I was in- 
clined to receive the addreſſes of an agreable 
gentleman, but as he was not rich, my father 
for that reaſon obliged him to go and ſeek for 
a wife ſomewhere elſe. I had then the repu- 
tation of being handſome, and as I had pretty 
| agreeable features, was in the bloom of my 


youth, and beſides in expectation of a large for- 


tune, I could the better afford to wait and take 
my choice. The vanity I began to have upon 
this, made me that I was no ways uneaſy about 
my parents refuſing to give me to this gentleman, 
The love [| had formy ſelf prevented me from 
entertaining any other, which might prejudice 
my fortune; and as I perſuaded my ſelf that 1 
was a prize of no ſmall value, I began to think 
of marrying into a family far above any of my 
n But alas, how powerful is love, 
and how irreſiſtable its motions ! It triumphed 


ger. y paſſions, like a torrent, hurried 
away my affections after the moſt ' unworthy 
object. Fo . 

A certain conformity of diſpoſition had made 


me contract an intimate acquaintance with a 


_ counſellor's daughter. It was at her _ ; 
| a 


yp mo oo FF". Q rh it 4. ß, wy oo 6 £3. 2. BP 


over * at the very firſt ſight of a ſtran- 


n BO + 


© $$ 


0 


t the 
2aded 
ten- 
ife to 


born 


nour. 
ed by 
AS in- 
eable 
ather 
k for 
repu- 
retty 
fm 

> Pw 
take 
upon 
about 
man. 
from 
udice 
hat | 
think 
f my 
love, 
1phed 
tran- 
Irried 
orthy 


made 
ith a 
uſe | 

had 


The Devil turn'd Hermit, 215 


had the firſt fatal ſight of this ſtranger. His 
name was GRITEAU, the ſon of a rich mer- 


| chant of Paris and my friend's couſin, He had 


come down to pay a viſit to his uncle, her fa- 
ther, with a deſign to divert himſelf there for 
ſome weeks, He was then a young, man be- 
tween three and four and twenty years of age, 
tall and perfectly well ſhaped, and had the fineſt 


head of hair that can be imagined. His noble 
air and genteel addreſs captivated my ſenſes, be- 
fore reaſon had time to interpoſe. His voice, 


his carriage, his looks —— every thing about 
him ſeemed to me the moſt agreeable I had 
ever before known, It is true indeed, I then 
thought that his wit, his character for being a 
fine gentleman, and thoſe other diſtinguiſhed 
qualities he poſſeſſed, were the foundation of my 


eſteem and affection ; and this contributed to 


| haſten my ruin, Far from endeavouring to 


guard againſt the ſnares of love, I gave myſelf 


up blindly to the dictates of a paſſion, whoſe ef- 
| fects I could no way foreſee. My eyes ſpoke 
too much, 
underſtood, and my gallant anſwered me wit 

an affected appearance of love and tenderneſs. 
This my female friend ſoon diſcovered; but ſo 
far from checking me, that ſhe applauded, and 
did what ſhe could to encourage and foment 
my growing paſſion. 


their language was but too ow 


Young people, and without experience, are 


| apt to believe what ever they deſire, As ſoon 
as the lady, my acquaintance, had an oppor- 
| funity of ſpeaking with me in private, ſhe en- 
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deavoured to perſuade me, that I had made as 
deep an impreſſion upon the heart of the gen- 
tleman, as he had done upon mine, Her inten- 
tion was to make a match of it, in order to raiſe 
her coulin's fortune; and alas, I was too eaſi- 
ly impoſed upon. By the advice and importu— 
nity of this falſe friend, I conſented to an in- 
terview with him all alone, It was in an ar- 
bour, at the bottom of the garden. The want 
of light (for it was aſter ſun- ſet) did not hinder 
me trom perceiving a thouſand charms in my 
lover I had never obſerved before, He threw 
himſelf at my feet, and declared his paſſion in 
ſuch moving and reſpectful terms, that I could 
not help telling him, that I was no leſs touch'd 
than he. After this, he ſwore eternal love and 
conſtancy to me, which I returned in expreſ- 
ſions equally ſtrong, We agree'd at laſt that he 
ſhould aſk me in marriage before he left the 


country, and I took upon me to gain the con- 


ſent of my father and mother, from whole 
fondneſs I promiſed my ſelf every thing. 

My being ſo ſanguine in the hopes of obtain- 
ing my parent's conſent, was without doubt 
owing to the exceſs of my paſſion. I never re- 
flected that my birth, and the vaſt riches it en- 


titled me to, were inſurmountable obſtacles to 


what I ſo eagerly deſired ; and was ready to die 
of vexation, when I heard that my father had re- 
jected with ſcorn the propoſals which were 
made to him upon that head. However, I 
was the firſt to give an account of it to my 
lover, who ſeem'd ſo much concerned at the 
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news, that I imagined my ſelf bound to. do 
every thing that might encourage him, and raiſe 
his hopes. The traitor did not fail to make a pro- 

er uſe and advantage of this, and my treache- 
rous friend aſſiſted in the deſign to ruin me, nor 
had I the virtue or reſolution to reſiſt what 
ought to have ſhocked me, had I been capable 
of the leaſt reflection, What ſhall I ſay! my 
infatuation was ſo great, my paſſion fo violent, 
that I embraced my ruinous deſtiny, as if I had 
been bleſs'd with every thing that could make 
me happy. By my friend's management, I 
every day ſaw the man in the world I loved 
beſt, and his paſſion ſcem*d inextinguiſhable. 
Every day he renewed his oaths of love and 
conſtancy, and ſo far had he work*d upon me, 
that truſting entirely to his proteſtations, all my 


* affection and regard centered in him alone. 


The unhappy effects of our ill-fated love ſoon 


appeared, and diſcovered our ſecret correſpon- 


dence, My parents had the mortification to 
find I was with child, and at the ſame time un- 


derſtood that GriTEAvu had remained all the 
| While privately in the town, My father was 


ſo enraged, that he kept no bounds ; I looked 
upon my ſelf as ruined paſt recovery, but was 
yet more anxious for my lover that was dearer to 
me than life. Ourſhe-confident was not yet ſuſ- 
pected, ſol acquainted her with what paſſed, and 
begg'd ſhe would give notice of it to her couſin, 
He no ſooner heard of it, but he wrote me 


a letter which put the finiſhing ſtroke to all my 


troubles and miſeries. This perfidious wretch, 


E by 


forthwith make my eſcap 
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by the moſt diſſembling and -pathetic expreſ- 
ſions, had the art to perſuade me, that I muſt 
e with him, if I had 
any value or tender for his life. He deſired me 
to go with him to Paris, and adviſed me to 
take all my jewels, with what money I could 
lay my hands on; at the ſame time (I ſuppoſe, 
that I might not have leiſure to reflect upon 
what I was b he appointed a place of 
meeting towards the evening. 

Here the unhappy priſoner could not help 
giving vent to her Pact, and breaking forth 
into exclamations. Perfidious wretch ! cried 
ſhe, why did not you then put in execution 
your black deſigns ! alas, it was then my un- 
propitious ſtars abandon'd me to all the miſeries 
of my eruel deſtiny. My treacherous lover, 
the author of all my woes, was punctual to 
the appointment. He had provided every thing 
neceſſary for our journey: The confuſion my 


parents were in facilitated my eſcape, and they 


imagined me to be in my apartments, when 1 


was with GRITEAU riding poſt for Paris. 
This traitor, continued the unfortunate lady, 


had, by feigned letters, made me believe I 
ſhould be kindly received at his father's, but 
upon my writing to him I found he was ſo 
much diſpleaſed with his ſon, that he would 
neither ſee him nor receive any of his letters, 
This news had almoſt put an end to my lite. 
I was ſo ſenſibly affected with it, that the diſ- 
order 1t put me in occaſioned my miſcarrying, 
which I ſhould never have recovered had not 
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Heaven interpoſed for my preſervation ; but 
Providence, willing to reſerve me for greater 
miſertes, reſtored me to my health, 
Compleatly wretched now, and abandoned 
to the cruel remorſe and reflection upon my 
former conduct, I lived in furniſhed lodgings 
GRITEAU had provided for me; a waiting 
woman was all the company I had. I never 
ſaw my lover but by ſtarts, and found the ef- 
a word of marriage. 
It was not long before I had more flagrant 


fects of his ill humour, whenever I mentioned 


inſtances of his perfidy. He had affairs with 


other women, and upon my upbrgiding him 
with it, was not aſhamed to own it, In leſs 
than four months he made away with all my 
money and part of my jewels ; and one mor- 
ning, juſt as I had riſen, I had the comfort to 


findthat the villain had robb'd me of my all, and 


run away with my woman, I am yet at a loſs 
to know how I ſurvived it. For ſeveral days 1 
could take no nouriſhment. Some eccleſia- 
{ticks hearing of my misfortunes came to ſee 
me; they comforted me as well as they could, 
and endeavoured to put me in the way to be 
reconciled with my parents: But my mother 
died juſt at that critical time, which ſo incenſed 
my father, who loved her tenderly, (for he im- 
puted the cauſe of her death to my conduct) 


that he ſwore he would never forgive me. 


Tho' I was now plung'd into inexpreſſible 
miſery, I did not however ſink under the load 
of my misfortunes : I endeavoured to combat 
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them with all the reſolution I was miſtreſs of; 


and as I had no other way left to ſupport my 
ſelf, I reſolved to work for my bread. Would 


to God I had perſevered in this commendable 


reſolution ! But alas, I grew ſoon weary of it. 


As I had been all my life-time accuſtomed to 


eaſe, the companion of riches, I ſtudied to find 
out a way of life more agreeable to my incli- 
nation, I naturally loved pleaſure, and was 
thought not diſagreeable in my perſon ; an old 


batchelor with a good eſtate, came in my way, 


and I made no ſcruple to accept of his offers, 
I muſt even confeſs that I never loved him, 


and that it was intereſt alone made me with to 


make a conqueſt of him. Succeſs attended me 
in ſome meaſure, but I could never compats 


what I aimed at, to make him my huſband. 


However, I lived in his houſe, and managed 
every thing, as if I had been abſolutely miſtreſs 
of it, People imagined I was privately married 
to him, and even his relations, not knowing 
what to think, behaved to me as if they had 


been convinced that I was the real lawful wife 


of monſieur DE LA VIGNE, for that was his 
Name, | Pay 
Altho* there was nothing in his perſon that 
could inſpire ſentiments of love, the civilitics 1 
daily received from him created an eſteem 
founded upon gratitude, and beſides that, I was 
{till in expectation, as I have ſaid, of being 
married to him. I managed matters thus for 
two years, at the end of which he diced fſud- 
| FED" denly, 
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denly, without having an opportunity of mak- 
ing any proviſion for me by a will. 
le was ſcarce dead, when thoſe very people 
who had ſhewed me ſo much reſpect in his life- 
time, agreed all of them to ſtrip me of every 
thing I was in poſſeſſion of. I was turned out 
of doors as an abandon'd proſtitute. In this 
condition, a woman pretty much advanced in 
years, to whom I was given up by the rigour 
of my fate, took me into her houſe, As J 
was under the influence of bad example, and 
abandoned to poverty, I had not the reſolution 
to reſt that inclination which hurried me on 
to my ruin, Several months paſt, during which 
time I led a moſt ſcandalous and profligate life, 
In the midſt of my being thus plung'd into 


all manner of vice, I was ſuddenly taken with 
a fit of remorſe and deteſtation of my way of 


life. I wrote to my father, and acknowledged 


my ſelf ſo unworthy of his favour, (tho? I did 
not acquaint him with all the circumſtances of 


my life) that I had not confidence to aſk or 
hope for it. I only begg'd of him, that if he 
would not vouchſafe to ſee me, he would at 
leaſt aſſiſt me in getting into a convent, that 
by a ſincere repentance I might attone for 


my former faults; and that he might not 


doubt of my ſincerity, I gave him convincing 
proofs of my not having any deſign to impoſe 


upon him, Alas, it was all in vain: Neither 
my profeſſions of repentance, my eeepc 


my ſelf, nor all the prayers and intreaties 


could make uſe of, availed me any thing. My 


L 4 father 
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father was deaf to whatever I could ſay, and 


would not ſo much as return me any anſwer, 
However, I ſtill perſiſted in my reſolution to 
quit this courſe of life z but found it the more 
difficult, as I was perpetually beſet with the 
bawd of the houfe, and had not courage to ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to ſuch, as might have been aſſiſt- 
ing to me, 5 

I was in this way of thinking when ſeveral 
young gentlemen came into the houſe I lived in, 
There were three of them, and as we werc 
obliged to keep them company, I choſe out 
him whom I thought the leaſt inclined to vice, 
He was a young counſellor, not handſome in- 
deed, but of ſuch a nice delicate turn of wit, 
as was eaſy to be diſcerned, By his way of 
talking, I found it was more owing to company 
or accident, than a natura] inclination, that he 
had been engaged in ſuch a party, 

I had the pleaſure to find, that he prefer'd 
me to my two companions, Some remains of 
modeſty that I had ſtill left, recommended me 
to him. The time came when we were to 
retire with our gallants. But how great was 
the ſurpriſe of monſier pe VALavupe, when 
upon my being alone with him, he ſaw me at 
his feet, begging him to take pity on me! | 
gave him an account of my misfortunes in ſo 
moving a manner, that he could not reſiſt the 
2 it made upon him; he raiſed me up 


in a very tender manner, and ſwore he never 
would abandon me ſo long as he lived. 
J have all the reaſon in the world to believe 
1 that 


* , n 
en N 9 n * Ann 2 * 9 £ * h N » K 4 i 

cc ˖ E-< r q y S ES es ode hs eels AG 
n ARE + $446 TCT e PTC DT WT MES. 


%* 
oh 
ay 
8 
5 
ba”? 
* 
. b 
PEN 
13k 
e 


p es 


% 


Bb tee 1 898 
e 
5 . 


3 x 
— : 


that he would have kept his word. The next 
morning he aſked me of my directreſs, under 
pretence of taking a walk with me, I was with 
him for ſeveral hours, and as ſhe had no ſuſ- 
picion of my conduct, I dreſſed my ſelf in my 
beſt clothes, and carried off all I could of what 
belonged to me. 1 

8 new lover carried me to apartments 


de had got ready for me; but what ever I 
could ſay, I found his generoſity was not al- 
together diſintereſted. It was in vain I pro- 


feſſed an abhorrence at my paſt conduct, and 


a firm reſolution never to follow ſuch a courſe 
only 


of life any more; all that I ſhould ſay 
terved to enflame him, My palt life did not 
ſhock him; he ſwore to me eternal conſtancy, 


and promiſed he never would have any wife but 


me, In ſhort, however diſadvantageous ſuch 
a match might have been to him, l 

moment have been on the point of being mar- 
ried to him, had not the ſword of the moſt 
perfidious and moſt profligate of all wretches 


inatched him from me, juſt as I was in hopes 
of having an end put to all my miſeries. 


Here the unhappy priſoner again broke off 


her narration; ſhe could not help giving free 


courſe to her tears, and indeed theſe interrup- 


tions were ſo very frequent, that were I to 


take notice of them all, I ſhould tire my reader. 
She broke off almoſt at every period, and ut- 
tered her complaints in ſighs and tears that 
would have moved a heart of ſtone. But her 
grief was inexpreſſible when ſhe came to the 
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part of her ſtory that related to her lover; it 
was ſeveral hours before ſhe could come to her- 
ſelf. Juſt heavens ! cryed ſhe, in the agony 
of her grief, why was 15 made the partner of 
my misfortunes? That a man ſhould loſe his 
life for generouſly interpoſing to reſcue me from 
the depth of vice and miſery I was plung'd into! 
--However, by littleand little, ſhe became more 
calm, and perceiving that the other lady for- 


bore deſiring her to go on with her ſtory, out 


of a diſcreet complaiſance, for fear of renewing 


her grief, ſhe continued the thread of her nar- 
ration of her own accord. 


As the irregularities of my conduct had made 
me obnoxious to the cenſures of all mankind, 


| Monſieur DE VALAUDE was very ſenſible, to 
What inconveniency his marriage would expoſe 


him. As he was not yet of age, nor entirely 


his own maſter, he thought the moft prudent 


way would be to carry me into a foreign coun- 
try. Unhappily a large ſum of money that 
was due to him, obliged him to come to this 
town, I was ignorant of GriTEAv's being 
here, This villain, as my evil genius would 


have it, met me the very firſt day after I was 
come. No doubt but he dogg'd me, at leaſt 1 
had reaſon to think ſo, when he came to me 


the next morning, juſt as I was going out. 
You may well imagine how I was affected at 


ſuch a ſight, However, I had the preſence of 
mind to pretend not to know him, and even 


w deny my ſelf to be what I was; but this 
would not do with him, the wretch pretended 
5 that 
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that I belonged to him, and that he had aright 
to oblige me to follow him. 


Monfieur DE VALAaupEe, from whom I. 


had conceal'd no circumſtance of my paſt life, 


immediately gueis'd who it was that thus in- 
However, I could diſcern by his 
looks that he approved of my behaviour, The. 


ſulted me. 


abandoned impudence of GRITEAU ſhock'd 
him ; his reſentment appeared in his face, and 
without more ado he kick'd him down ſtairs. 


GRIT EAC did not want for courage, and 


propoſed to Monſieur DE VALAUDE to turn 
out to the yard, and there decide their quarrel. 
Being frighted almoſt-out of my ſenſes at this, 
I called out for help, and run between them. 
GRIT EAU had already received a wound, and 
I faved him from another without knowing 
what I did ; upon this he took advantage of the 
confuſion he ſaw me in, and killed pe Va- 
LAUDE as J held his arm. At this cruel fight, 
] was tranſported beyond all bounds. I laid 


hold of the ſword of my lover, who lay ſtretch- 
ed upon the ground, and ſtabb'd the aſſaſſin ſe- 
After I had glutted 


veral times to the heart. 
my ſelf with the blood of this cruel author of 


my woes, I turned to the {ſide where Monſieur 


DE VALAUDE lay; but death had ſhut his 
eyes, and deprived him of the pleaſure to ſee 


himſelf reveng'd by her, who had been the in- 
No words can 


nocent cauſe of his misfortune. 
expreſs the grief and deſpair I felt upon this 
occation, | fainted away, and fell down upon 
the body of my lover all covered with blood ; 


all 
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and thence they have taken me away and brought 
me to this place, from which in all probability 
I ſhall never get free, but in order to ſuffer an 
ignominious death, | 


. » _— 
nn * 


—— 5 


CHA P. III. 


Which contains the concluſion of the precede- 


ing hiſtory, and ſeveral other things 


. which the author obſerved in the priſon, 
and other parts of the town, 


T H E misfortunes of the poor priſoner gave 


me a real concern, ASTAROTH, in the 


intervals of her ſtory, took care to tell me her 
name and family, As I had been formerly a 
little acquainted with her, this increaſed my pity. 
Her confeſſing the murder, made me uneaſy 


for the conſequence, I could have wiſhed I 


were able to deliver her from the unavoidable 
danger ſhe ſeemed expoſed to. I endeavoured 
to ſound the inclinations of my guide; I told 
him, I was of opinion that this lovely creature 
owed all her unhappineſs to the ſecret inſpira- 


tions of ſome of his fraternity. And pray Mr, 


ASTAROTH, ſaid I, can you leave her now in 
her deſperate ſtate without any relief? Good 
Sir, replied my guide, do you think it proper 
that I ſhould meddle with the buſineſs of any 


other Devil? Wo be to that ſpirit, who has 


had the charge of this lady ! He has puſhed her 


affairs 
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affairs too hard, and ſo has miſcarried in the 


main deſign, I would not take his place for 


any reward. He'll pay dear for his folly, 
This lady, whom you pity ſo much, is not ſo 
unfortunateas you imagine. Her remorſe has had 
a terrible effect on her mind, and has thoroughly 
waſhed away all her guilt. She is now pure 
and unſpotted. The love of virtue has already 


made ſo great a progreſs in her heart, that all 


the Devils in hell can never root it out. There 
is nothing more dangerous for us, than thoſe 
perſons who forſake us, after long following 


our advice. When once they eſcape us, they 


never return : As they know us too well, the 
inſtructions we have given them, are employed 


againſt us with ſucceſs. But friend, ſaid I, 


what ſervice can the love of virtue do any one, 
when they have it no longer in their power to 
tollow a vicious courſe? Can this poor lady 


imagine that her repentance, however ſincere, 
can move impartial Judges, who will' try her 
by the ſtricteſt laws: 


hy, replied my guide, 
ſuch judges muſt acquit the priſoner. The 
laws of this countty don't condemn a woman, 
who revenges the loſs of her honour by the 


death of her raviſher, There will appear full 


proofs of this lady's innocence, Her other 
crimes are not of ſuch a nature, as to affect her 
in a trial. A few months impriſonment will 
be all her puniſſiment. This misfortune will 
be of great ſervice to her, as ſhe will immediately 
on her diſcharge, willingly retire to a monaſtery, 


where ſhe'll employ the reſt of her days in la- 
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menting her paſt crimes, and, in a ſincere re- 
pentance, It vexes me that I have ſpent fo 
much time in giving you the hiſtory of a per- 
ſon, whom you may believe, I cannot behold 
with pleaſure. But the loſs is not great; I ſhall 
ſoon be recompenſed for the trouble this priſoner 
has given me. 

Let us now go into this other chamber, 
This good looking jolly man is an honeft pawn- 


broker, who was ſatisfied with cent per-cent, 


when he could not get more. Tho' he has 
heap'd up a great deal of money, and has neither 
wife, children, nor nephews to inherit his 
wealth, he chooſes rather to expoſe himſelf to 
all the rigour of the law, than to gain his diſ- 
charge at the expence of a little money. He 
that is with him, is his nigheſt heir, who eſteems 
his honour more than all the ill-got riches of 
the other. It is for this reaſon, that he has 
gone from place to place, to endeavour to make 
up the affair, in which he thinks his own ho- 
nour concerned, by his relation to this wretch. 
You're gone, dear couſin, ſays he to him, if 
you don't ſacrifice three or four thouſand pounds. 

— - Liſten to the complaints of the miſer, — 


To hear him make ſuch piteous ſighs and la- 
mentations, who would not believe this were 


all he is worth in the world? Yet it is well 
known he is worth ten times the ſum. What 
can they do to me, anſwers he coldly ? It is in 
vain for- the other to aflure him that he'll be 
obliged to ſtand in the pillory, and be after- 
wards baniſhed the kingdom, The * 

inſen- 
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inſenſible of every puniſhment except loſs of 


money, will ſubmit to the diſgrace, ſooner 
than reſtore a ſmall part of the wealth he has 
got by his villany, He deſires his friend to 
leave him, and give him no more diſturbance 
with his impertinent propoſals. I have a good 
mind to appear to this pawnbroker, If I were 
not afraid of terrifying him, I would willingly 


acquaint him with the great eſteem we have for 
him, and the great ſervices he may do us here, 


if he lives a little longer in this country; but I 
muſt not occaſion any diſorder. 

Follow me this way. Obſerve that tall 
man in velvet, Pm perſuaded you muſt know 


him. Yes, anſwered I; if I am not miſtaken, 


it is the Marquis of BERT.—a baker's ſon, 


who by the afliſtance of a large ſum of money 
he had by his father, has found means to riſe to 


the dignity of a gentleman of the bed-chamber 


to his highneſs, What good action has brought 


him to his lodging, where I ſuppoſe he does not 
enjoy great pleaſure? A mere trifle, anſwered 


my guide; he was in love with a woman, whoſe 


huſband hindered his amour ; it was natural for 
him therefore to endeavour to remove this in- 
convenience. This manner of doing it is pretty 


remarkable, and agreeable to his fertile genius, 


It was thus: The induſtrious Marquis, after 
long ruminating in his mind on the moſt proper 
method of executing his deſign, thought this 
following the moſt likely to ſucceed, without 
expoſing himſelf to juſtice, His enemy kept a 
coffee-houſe fronting the houſe where the Mar- 


quis 
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guis lived. At the end of the coffee room was 
a little cloſet, where the maſter of the coffe-„⸗ 
houſe frequently ſate: This favoured the mar- 
quis's plot. He buys a little cannon about ſix | 
inches long, charges it handſomely, watches 
the opportunity when the maſter was in the 
little cloſet. ; frxes his piece, with a match long 5 
enough to give him time to reiire, and imme- . 
diately gets out of doors, and goes into a houſe 
in the neighbourhood, where he uſually dined 5 
with ſome perſons of diſtinction, and among 
others with a gentleman who was alſo in love 
with the ſame miſtreſs, and whom he had ac- 
quainted with his plot. Fortune frequently 
favours wicked deſigns. The Marquis's attempt 
had all imaginable ſucceſs, the ball hit the mark, 
and killed him on the ſpot: But the piece went 
off a little too ſoon; the report was heard, as 
he was opening the door of the room where his 
ſriends were ſitting at dinner. His conſcience 
flying in his face, made him change colour; 
yet taking courage, he went in. The com- 
pany aſked him what was the matter, he pre- 
tended to know nothing of it, but his confuſion 
gave his words the lye. 70 | 
An accident of this nature could not - fail to 
make a noiſe, The magiſtrate was informed of 
it, and examined into the affair. As ever 
one knew the Marguis's and his friend's in- 
trigues with the wife, the ſuſpicion fell upon 
them, and they were ſecretly adviſed to make 
off. His friend took the hint, and though of a 
noble family, did not chuſe to ſtand a trial 
| before 
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before ſevere judges. His flight made the true 
criminal more courageous ; he fancied he might 
eaſily get out of the ſcrape, if he kept his own 


council, and refolutely dented his being con- 
cerned init, He had now got time to recover 
from his firſt ſurpriſe, and carefully ſtifled all 
his remorſe. Beſides, he imagined they would 
not dare to take upa perſon of his rank, in the 
ſervice of the prince, unleſs on the ſtrongeſt 
proofs, which were not to be had againſt him. 


This was his way of reaſoning, although he 


was miſtaken, as you'll hear by the ſequel of 
the ſtory. 


Upon examining this affair, the cannon was. 
found, and by its mark the maker was known, 


who affirmed, that he had fold it two days be- 
fore to one of the prince's gentlemen, This 


being a ſtrong preſumption of the Margues's - 


guilt, the magiſtrate laid the whole affair before 
the prince, and his highneſs immediately diſ- 


miſſed the Marquis from his ſervice, and the 
criminal was ordered to be taken into cuſtody. 


The Marquis knew nothing of this, and you 


may imagine he was not alittle ſurpriſed to ſee 


the proper officers enter his chamber next morn- 
ing, and hurry him away to priſon, where his 


charming miſtreſs was already lodged. Not- 


withſtanding all this, as he had acquainted her 
with the whole affair, and was ſufficiently ſa- 
tified of her diſcretion, he was not ſo much 
diſconcerted as might have been expected. His 
friend's flight ſo encouraged him againſt the 


terrors of his guilt, that he behaved with as 


much 
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much reſolution, as if he had been altogether in- 
nocent. He knew that the gunſmith had de- 
clared that he was the perſon who bought the 
cannon, by which the murder was committed. 
He owned zit, but at the ſame time affirmed 
that he had bought it at the deſire of his friend, 
to whom he immediately delivered it, as having 
no ſuſpicion of any wicked deſign. 

This defence appears very plauſible, ſaid I to 
my guide. The flight of the gentleman ſeems 
to put it beyond all doubt. It the Marquis has 
the courage to maintain his cauſe, and his mit- 
treſs ſeconds him, as it is her intereſt ſo to do, 
I fancy he muſt eaſily eſcape the puniſhment 
due to his crimes. Strike out that word e, 


anſwered ASTAROTH ; there are ſeveral other 


preſumptions, which make againſt him, and 
will give him a good deal of trouble. His in- 
trigues with the wife, his avowed hatred againit 
the huſband, his emotion on committing the 
murder; in a word, ſcveral other halt procts 


of the ſame ſort, will be ſufficient to move the 


Judges to put him to the torture, according to 
the laws of the country, Happy if he can bear 
the torments which he mult ſoon undergo. 


Then he'll eſcape death, and get off with the 
toſs of his reputation, rank, and money; and 


muſt fall to his primitive nothing, | 
Let us now viſit the other priſoners. ——We 

are here in the apartment of a man faſt aſlecp. 

His tranquility is well grounded, as he knows 


that he'll ſoon ger out of all his difficulties. 


He's a man of buſineſs, who has for a long 
tune 
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time had the fingering of the public money, 
He's ſuſpected of being too expert in accompts, 
and tho' this ſuſpicion be not without ſome 
foundation, he 1s not at all uneaſy, as he has 
ſeveral recourſes to get oft clear. He is at pre- 
ſent upon an accommodation, and wili ſoon 


conſent to ſpew up part of his ill-got wealth; 


but upon this condition, that he ſhall be im- 
mediately reſtored to his place, that is, that he 
may enrich himſclt again, tho' with more 
Caution. 
Come into this little room. Obſerve that 
handſome youth oppreſſed with grief, which 


does not proceed from any remorſe for his 


crime, but for his folly in being caught, He 
was clerk to a banker, and found means to open 
the ſtrong box where his maſter kept his money. 
To enjoy this treaſure more ſreely, he was 
cunning enough to give out that he had got a 
conſiderable prize in the lottery ;z but his maſter, 


: by chance telling his money with his own hands, 


diſcovered the theft, and unmediately ſuſpected 
him, Unfortunately the young man thought 
fit to deny the fact, elſe he might have been 
pardoned, as he had only pilfered a ſmall ſum, 
which his friends might pay. But his impu- 
dence ſo provoked his maiter, that without ap- 
plying to his friends, he put him into the hands 
of juſtice, where he mult be judged with the 
utmoſt rigour. Tho? he be of a rich and power- 
ful ſamily, no money will get him off. He'll 


be ſent to ſtudy at the oar in the galleys, an 
| | tnat 
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that is all the favour 
the judges. © | 

Let us now go to another chamber. Þ1] carry 
you to the fineſt and deareſt apartment in the 
priſon, it is at preſent poſſeſſed by a good look- 
ing old man. Pray obſerve his motions, how 
he commands the ſervants, what reſpe&t hc 
obliges them to pay him, He is ſo proud, and 
ſo full of the intereſt he has at court, that 


his relations dare aſk of 


he propoſes no leſs than the ruin of the judges, 


who have confined him, As he is infinitely 
rich, he puts great confidence in his money ; 
but has the misfortune to be univerſally hated, 
and no body will ſhed a tear, when he comes 

to have the ſentence executed upon him, which 
he deſerves, His crime is of an uncommon na- 
ture, His only fon, whom he is very fond of, 
is the innocent cauſe of all his misfortunes, 
This fon loved a young lady of rank and quality 
equal to his own, but of a fortune no ways 
. proportioned to his. As the lady had a great 
ſhare of wit and beauty, and was well educated, 
the young gentleman eſteemed theſe qualifica- 
tions more than riches, and reſolved to marry 
her. Love ſo blinded him, that he never con- 
fidered the narrow ſoul of his father, who valued 
no accompliſhments, where money was want- 
ing. In vain did he repreſent to his father the 


love and ſincere affection he had for his lady, 


or the virtues ſhe poſſeſt ; the father received 
the news with the greateſt emotion, What 
have I done to you, ſays he, you worthleſs 
wretch, that you ſhould thus murder me by 


your 
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monſter was not ſatisfied with exerting his power 
over his ſon: He ſpared no invectives or re- 
proaches with regard to the lady. Nor con- 
tented with this, which his paſſion might in 
ſome meaſure excuſe, he racked his invention 


to ſully the reputation of his ſon's miſtreſs. 
Truſting to his rank and intereſt, he did not 
ſtick at the blackeſt contrivances to make 
it be believed that ſhe ſecretly carried on the 
7 moſt ſcandalous intrigues. Letters and ſub- 
: ſcriptions were forged to ſupport the aſſertions 


of this wretch, blinded by avarice and paſſion. 
Theſe methods, however villainous, had their 
deſired effect on the mind of the young man. 
Having the natural prejudice common to all 
children, with regard to their parents, he never 
reflected on the temptations his father might 
have to deceive him. On the contrary, per- 
ſuaded that this old man had nothing but the 
honour of his family at heart, he thanked him 
for his care, and eaſily forgot the lady, whom 
he once loved ſo 4 All her good qualities 
appeared now as idle dreams. Having the for- 
ged letters in his cuſtody, he looked on them 
as authentic proofs. Afraid of being deſpiſed 
by his friends as an unconſtant lover, he ſhewed 
them the letters; which the greater part were 
enraged at, thinking it a villainous attack upon 
the reputation of a lady, whom they had eſteem- 

ed for her virtue, as much as for her beauty. 
Scandal ſoon ſpreads, and like a ſnow-ball 
increaſes as it goes. The lady hearing of the 
incon- 
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your imprudent behayour ? — But this covetous 
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238 The Devil turn d Hermit. 
inconſtancy of her lover, at firſt deſpiſed him, 
as not worthy her concern; but when ſhe 
heard of the 157 ed letters, the affair was too 
ſerious to be ball over. She aſſembled all her 
relations, and told them the whole ſtory. By 
univerſal conſent it was reſolved to bring it to 
a trial, They immediately had the father and 
fon committed to priſon, but in few days the 
ſon's innocence appearing, he was ſet at 
liberty. | | 
This ſeems a. knotty buſineſs, ſaid I to my 
guide, As rich as this fellow is, I ſhall think 
he got off very ealily, if he eſcape with the 
half of his eſtate. hy, rephed ASTAROTH, 
did not I tell you, that he looks on his law- 
ſuit as a trifle? Yet he won't find it ſuch a 
trifle as he imagines. The lady's friends will 
proſecute him with the utmoſt rigour. Scandal 
and forgery cannot be made up with money, 
All the favour that the judges can ſhew him 


will be to ſave his life, on ſuch conditions as 


will make him curſe their mercy, 
That won't at all ſurprize me, ſaid I to As- 
TAROTH, Rich men ſubmit to puniſhment 
with a good deal of difficulty, and it is a great 
chance if any misfortunes, or even diſgrace, 
open their eyes ſo far as to ſee their own faults. 
otwithſtanding this, however fortunate this 
old man be, I cannot pity him. His crime is 
of the moſt ſhocking nature, and what an 
open profligate wretch would be aſhamed of, 
Jo ſtain the reputation of a virtuous young 
lady, is in my opinion unpardonable, £76 
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I hear a noiſe, no doubt they are bringing in 
ſome new priſoner ; let us go and meet them. 
I agree to it, anſwered the Demon, but don't 
expect any _ extraordinary. The perſon 
who is the occaſion of all this noiſe, is a bank- 
rupt, whoſe roguery is now plain. If we ſtay 
a little longer, we ſhall ſee them bring in ſe- 
veral others, who have aſſiſted him in defraud- 
ing his creditors. They are all of them more 
guilty than any of the criminals in the darkeſt 


cells of this priſon : Yet their puniſhment is no 


more than the galleys. If you wait for their 
coming, you can learn nothing further worthy 
of your notice: Wherefore, it is better to ſpend 


our time in more agreeable amuſements, which 


this city affords in plenty, 


Let us now go out while the door ig open. 
Not far from this place there are public gardens 
agreeably ſituated, and wel: laid out, where 
we ſhall find a good deal of company this fine 
day, —— Let us go up this walk, is it not 
charming ? Yet the greater part of the company. 
don't come here ſo much to take the air, as to. 
make their reflections on one another, We'll 


go nigher theſe gentlemen, who are obſerving. 


that old man walking before them : Or if you 
pleaſe, Pll give you an account of their conver- 
ſation, "The talleſt of theſe three ſays to the. 


| ſtrangers walking with him, That old man is 


perhaps the richeſt merchant in this city ; he 
owes his great wealth partly to his good luck 
in trade, and partly to his own induſtry, TWO 


wives, one after the other, both of them young 


and 
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and handſome, have not been able to ſatisfy 
his eager deſires of having a numerous family 
of children to inherit his eſtate, As he is above 
fourſcore years, every one admires the fruit- 
fulneſs of his preſent wife. She brought him 
a daughter about two years ago, and laſt year 
generouſly gave him a ſon, to his inexpreſſible 
pleaſure, Yet it is reported that he is not ſuch 
a fool as to fancy himſelf the father of his wife's 
children : His joy proceeds from his ſpite to a 
entleman, who has married his niece, and 
who is heir to his eſtate, in caſe of his death 
without iſſue. And this is ſo much the more 
probable, as this good natured huſband has 
always been remarkable for a jealous, malici- 
ous temper in every thing elſe. Not content 
with letting real objects of charity periſh in his 
fight, without offering to relieve them, he com- 
monly inſulted them in their diſtreſs with his 

ill- timed raillery. | 
A very fine character indeed, ſaid I to my 
guide, I look upon this old gentleman as a very 
extraordinary perſon. Who is that other on 
his left hand, who ſeems not to be much 
younger ? Is he likewiſe the huſband of a young 
wife? You have hit it, anſwered my guide, 
Tho? he has children marriageable, he has boldly 
entered again into the bonds of matrimony, 
He has married a young coquet, who would 
vex him, if he were capable of jealouſy, As 
he has more ambition than riches, he is not a 
little pleaſed: that his wife has found the way to 
_ captivate the heart of: a noble lord, for which 
| reaſon, 
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reaſon, he gives her looſe reins, and allows her 
to do as ſhe pleaſes, while he finds his account 
in it. What is moſt diverting is, that theſe 
two old men are making their remarks on the 
tall gentleman who is doing the like by them. 
As they know that he has a miſtreſs that loves 
expence, they look upon him as a perſon already 
ruined in body and purſe, and upon my word 
they are not much miſtaken, But obſerve theſe 
two goddeſſes who draw the eyes of all the 
company upon them, and are attended by the 
perſons of beſt faſhion in the walks. Really, 
anſwered I, they are handſome and of a majeſtic 
air, they want nothing but crowns and ſcepters 
to make them queens. They have both, re- 


plied my guide, Theſe are the queens of the 


theatre. If I ſhould tell you all their adventures, 
I ſhould never have done. The talleſt of the 


two ſold her virginity at the age of thirteen ta 


a country ſquire for half a crown ; and a few 
days after to a rich counſellor for ten piſtoles. 
Since that time her character has increaſed, as well 
as her charms; and her favours are now riſen 


to ſo great a price, that numbers of her admirers 
are obliged fo go elſewhere for want of money 


to purchaſe them, 

Yet 7 muſt own her companion to be the 
of the two, tho? of a low ſtature. She 

has ſomething agreeable that ſtrikes the fancy ; 

and the public has declared for her. She is 

eſteemed the beſt actreſs upon the ſtage : Her 


other qualities excell her beauty. She is uſually 


compared to PANDOR A's box, which contained 
I on every 


— ——_— 
* —— Ä—  —_— IO a 


242 The Devil turmd Hermit. 


every virtue, and from which iſſued all our 
evils, This compariſon is the more applicable, 


as all the noble heroic ſentiments which ſhe | 


expreſſes, has no other effect on the gentle- 
men that frequent her company, than to in- 
ſpire them with a love of | debauchery, to 
which ſhe abandons herſelf, from a regard to 
the conſiderable preſents ſhe receives from per- 
ſons of the firſt quality, and her own Inclina- 
tion, You may judge by her dreſs, and preat 
number of jewels, how much ſhe is valued. 
You may conſider her as a Goddeſs dreſs'd up with 
offerings from a numerous train of adorers. 
Every thing ſhe has about her, are acquiſitions 
the Tus made at the expence of virtue. She 
manages indeed her intrigues in ſecret, but the 
mutual jealouſy ofher lovers has publiſhed them 


to the world. You obſerve in particular, that 


elnſter of diamonds ſhe has in her hair, which 
ſhines as the Meridian ſun. Ah! dear fir, 
cried I, I did before obſerve that; I knew 
 Whence theſe jewels came, and that they had 
fallen to the ſhare of this fine lady ; but I like- 
wiſe heard that ſome other nymphs had taken a 
fancy for them, and that they had fallen into 
other hands, without knowing what had become 
of them, Your information is right, fays As- 
TAROTH ; this fine cluſter of diamonds was 
really loſt, and a player was ſuſpected of having 
ſtolen it, who unluckily was in company with 
the lady a little before it was loſt. I could not 
but laugh in my fleeve, to think how they were 
miſtaken, for 1 well knew who was the thief. 


As he was very anxious about the —— 
T of 
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of this affair, he was ſo terribly affraid of 


a ſearch, that altho' they accuſed another, 


; of his own accord he dropped the jewels in the 


place whence he had taken them, + 


That was not a little ſtrange indeed, replied 


: I; but what became of the innocent player ? 
For when a man is obliged to clear himſelf from 
2 falſe and unjuſt accuſations, it is in my opinion 


no ſatisfaction to tell him, fir, I am ſorry for 


: it, and vexed ſuch a thingſhould have happened. 


What is it you would have? ſays ASTAROTH, 


Why the man has got an atteſtation in due form 


under their hands, ſetting forth, that they look 
upon him as an honeſt fellow, who would not 


pretend to thieve where nothing was to be got, 
and that they are ſorry from their hearts for 


5 ny ſo injured his character. Your worſhip, 


ſays I, is diſpoſed, methinks, to be merry: 


Y Why, 1 tell you only what is in the mouth of 
4 oy. one; you may put a good or bad con- 


ſtruction on it as you pleaſe ; but the honour 


of a ſtage player is on ſuch a foundation, that 


it matters not much what you think of it. 

Come, let us enter this gloomy ſolitary place 
I ſee a number of people clothed in black, and 
am much miſtaken if they are not my acquain- 
tance, We'll go nearer ; ſurely T am not de- 
ceived, Theſe are a new ſect of religious 
people, that we hold below in very great eſteem. 
Obſerve firſt that huge fellow, who makes no 
deſpicable appearance, and whom every one 1s 


2 complimenting. He's a famous man in the 


M 2 church 
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church militant, and has ſnewn himſelf ſuch a 
champion in the cauſe, that he has got the name 
of Saint Quixot. He bellows out his doctrine | 
n a voice as loud as thunder, and is the moſt * ; 
pay 


, 


indefatigable man alive. He's for killing, maſ- 'Z 


1 7 5 — 3 at! 
ſacring, and cutting in pieces every one who © 
is not of the ſame faith with himſelf, It would gt 


be excellent diverſion for you, if I were allowed 


to take you after him, You would ſee bim *'c 
Wi 


come into a town, get into the moſt publick 
place, mount npon a ſcaffold, and there fall a 
haranguing the people in the moſt pathetic man- 
ner. Come hither, come hither, crys he, lay 
aſide all care for your families, your churches, 

our parſons, and come liſten to me. Woe 
be to them that won't be benefited by our la- 
bours, for ſuch perſons as we never before ap- 
peared upon the ſtage of this world. Hearken 
to what we ſay, ye hard-hearted ſinners, and 
we will inform you of what was never told by 
any one, for our doctrine is quite new, and the 
primitive fathers, you have heard ſo much of, 


are but a jeſt in compariſon of us. They were 


fellows, who could divine nothing of them- 


felves; whereas the doctrines we advance, are 


the natural product of our own brains. — But I 
forget myſelf, ſays As T ARO T H, I ſhould ſeem 
as mad as this new knight of the croſs, if I at- 
tempted to give you an account of all his ex- 
travagancies: We have ſomething better worth 


while to ſpend our time about, therefore let us 


mind that. | 
. Stay 
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Stay but one moment, ſays I to him, as we 
are here, pray inform me, who that other great 
fellow is, whom this ſpiritual knight errant 
pays ſo much reſpet to. O!] anſwered he, 
that's a man of another ſpecies, a learned gra- 
duate, who has wrote the adventures of this 
Saint Quixot; and don't you think it is reaſon- 
able he fhould ſhew his gratitude for the favour ? 
XZ Beſides, it is an elegant performance, and be- 
gins to make a good deal of noiſe in the world. 
A PI give you a ſpecimen of his ſtile, When he 
2 deſcribes Saint Quixot exerting his zeal in any 
palace, he tells you, that the air immediatel 
becomes pure, the heavens clear up, and al 
nature ſeemg to ſmile with pleaſure at ſeeing 
him weep. Upon my word, fays I, i the 
2 hiſtorian- has embelliſhed his work with many 
2 ſuch elegant phraſes, it is no wonder his pro- 
ductions ſhould be ſo well received. Be- 
fore you can know every thing that is beauti- 
ful in this author, replied ASTAROTH, you 
muſt read over all he has writ. Such is the 
nature of this performance, and from hence you 
may judge how kind a reception it has met with, 
cſpecially among the bigots and ſuperſtitious, 
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CHAP. IV. 


the concluſion of th 


Which contains 
| volume. 


ti 


AY HILE we are thus amuſing ourſelves 
with trifles, faid ASTAROTH to me, I 
diſcover at a diſtance one of our old friends, 
whom you'll be glad to ſee again, Pl give you 


the pleaſure of a ſurprize, He's a perſon of ſuch |? 
note, that it were a pity you ſhould want the 
Here look ſharp . 
What! cried I, this is the great genius, that 
univerſal ſcholar, whoſe reputation makes ſuch | 
a noife! What has brought him to this coun-- 
try? I heard that he was become the principal F 
favourite of a great prince, who had heaped on |? 
ot a 

_ penſion enough to, fatisfy his vaſt ambition, andi 


ſatisfaction of ſeeing him. 


him wealth and honours: That he h 


was on the point of being made a Marquis... 


Wereall the accounts we had of him falſe? 


Have I not told you often, replied my guide,, 
that you ought never to truſt to public ne-. 
papers? They are filled with idle fancies, {-- Þ? 


ries without any foundation, which they fre 
quently publiſh for certain facts. 
heard or read of the good fortune of this learn 
gentleman, is a mere fable, contrived -; 
himſelf, and inferted in the papers by his G 
licitation. At the very time when the pub 
was aſſured that this poet was arrived at court. 
and received with all the marks of diſtinc- 


tion 


All you have 
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tion and favour ; he was not got halt way to 
it, and was in a condition very different from 
that exalted ſtation to which the news- writer 


had ſo generouſly raiſed him. The very day of 


3 his ſuppoſed arrival at court, the old furniture 
of his ſaddle gave way, and obliged him, to his 


great vexation, to remain in a miſerable vil- 
Jage, till he could get it mended. But this 


noble genius took pleaſure in the reflection, that 


he had perſuaded the news writer, that he really 
was arrived at court, and had met with a gra- 
cious reception. This trick was deviſed with a 
double deſign, to give pleaſure to his friends, 


confound his enemies, and ſurprize the public; 
but more eſpecially to give the prince notice 
ol his intention of coming to court, and if poſ- 


ſible, to procure a favourable reception, by 
making him believe, that his ſubjects heartily 
wiſhed it. This was but a ſhallow project, 


and redounded to his ſhame and confuſion, It 
is true, that he had reaſon to expect a favour- 


able reception from the good- nature of the 
prince, and his readineſs to forgive injuries, 
which was more than what people generally 
imagined, or even I myſelf expected. But my 
miſtake proceeded from this, that we, the inha- 
bitants of the infernal empire, knowing too 


well the nature of mankind, never expect to 


ice them do any thing againſt their uſual cuſ- 
tom, or beyond their characters. Now this 


was the caſe with regard to this monarch ; as the 


zeneroſity of his ſoul even exceeded the great- 
neſs of his birth and high ſtation, he imputed 
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the folly of this gentleman to an inconſiderate 
zeal, and the effects of poe tical enthuſiaſm. He 
was too good- natured not to admit of the ex- 
cuſes of the poet; and even went ſo far as not 
only to forgive him, but at the ſame time ſhew- 
ed him ſuch marks of his bounty, as aſtoniſhed 
the public, and made them believe that he had 


now clinched his fortune, ſince he had made 


dimſelf fo acceptable to the prince, Hence it 
was that people ſo eaſily gave credit to the lying 
puffs of a hackney news-writer. There were 
indeed ſeveral who doubted of the truth of it, 
and in my opinion they judged with the greateſt 
reaſon, 

'The poet came from that country, where we 
firſt ſaw him, You are not ignorant what in- 
duced him to come there, nor how he failed in 
ſeveral of his tricks which he had before often 
ſucceeded in. This gentleman, after doing a 
thouſand pitiful things, and being obliged to 
undergo repeated inſults, was at laſt ſo happy as 
to make his peace with his bookſeller. 'T his 
-was the more lucky for him, as that affair, in 
ſome ſort, interfered with the prince whom hede- 
pended upon for his fortune and advancement. 
However, he either could not, or would not 
make a proper uſe of a reconciliation he had be- 
fore ſo eagerly deſired, his reftleſs temper wou] 
not let him remain long quiet, The danger h. 
was in did not teach him experience, nor mak 
him ſo wiſe as not again to expoſe himſelf 
the mercy of an implacable enemy: His fear: 
were ſcarce over, when he began afreſh to plo: 
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againſt his bookſeller, and could not forgive him 
for being more cunning than himſelf. The 


deſign he had form'd, was to bilk him of the 
profits of a work he had fold. But alas | he 
had to do with a bookſeller, and one who had 
known him from his infancy, who remembred 
his being page to an noe, and was 
thoroughly acquainted with all his turns and 
fetches, But ſuppoſing their acquaintance had 


not been of ſo long ſtanding, the experience he 
had had of him, in the ſquabble that happened 


between them before, muſt have taught him 
fufficiently, to avoid any new ſnare that could be 
laid for him. | 


Every one knows, that a peace made by con- 


ſtraint, for the moſt part, leaves behind it ſecret 
grudges and reſentments; this our bookſeller 
was well enough apprized of, ſo that he was 


not to be deceived by the outward. appearances 


of a pretended reconciliation, nor to be caught 
by the ſtrong proteſtations of friendſhip and 
kindneſs which our poet made him, He was 
ſtill afraid of a ſnake in the graſs, and ſet ſpies 
to watch him, who confirmed his ſuſpicions, 
and gave him an exact account of every ſtep the 
other took againſt him, 

What courſe then do you think he took? 
Nothing could have fruſtrated the deſign of his 
adverſary, but the greateſt care and diligence. 
As he was informed of every thing, it was eaſy 
tor him to guard againſt whatever the other 
could do: But he was not contented with that; 
ne took down minutes, and kept an exact 1. 

nal 
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of every ſtep that our poet took, and ſent them 


immediately to the monarch. This journal 


had got to the prince before the poet, and was 
already in his hands, at the very time he pub- 
liſhed an account of his being arrived at court, 
and meeting with ſuch a reception as his heated 
tmagination had formed to his fancy, As he 
had no ſuſpicion of what had 1 you 
may well imagine what a ſurprize he was in, 
when, as he was going into the king's apart- 
ments, two of the guards ordered him to be 
gene. 


Do you know who Iam? fays be to them. 


Know who you are! replied the guards; yes, 
we know you, and for that very reaſon it is 
that we won't allow you to go to the king; 
for he's a monarch that has no value for men 
of learning, unleſs their behaviour, and other 

qualities anſwer to their knowledge. He 
las received an exact account and detail of all 
your fine tricks, and is refolved not to ſee =_ 


fo we have orders to ſend you a pac ng 
from whence you came. But you muſt be miſ- 


taken, cries the poet, I am the illuſtrious TOI. 
VAIRE, Apollo's favourite, the fo famous 
hiloſopher, and —— Sir, ſaid the guards, . 
now you perfectly well, and would adviſe you 
to be gone as quick as poſſible, for fear you 
ſhould be more groſly affronted. EE, 
Such was the converſation that paſs'd betwec:, 
this famous wit, and the king's guards, Who, 
as you ſee, did not want ſenſe more than hc. 


He was ſo confounded, that he durſt not again 


appea! 
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appear at court; ſo that in a very little time 
he went back the ſame road he had come, and 
is at this very time travelling, to divert the 
chagrin which at preſent poſſelles him. 

I am not at all ſurprized, ſaid I, to ſee ſuch a 
penfive ſadneſs overſpread his countenance ; yet 
at the ſame time he don't ſeem to have loſt any 
thing of his wonted vivacity, You may ob- 
ſerve with what fire and ſpirit he expreſſes him- 
felf; I ſuppoſe he's giving an account of his 


> misfortune to them who are about him: Come, 


let us go nearer and try if we can hear him. 
But pray telt me what that paper is which he 


” holds in his hand. „ : | 
That is, faid ASTAROTH, a letter he has 


received from Germany; his correſpondent has 
communicated to him a new paſquinade, which 
it ſeems pretty much concerns him ; at leaſt, 

if we may form a judgment from theſe grimaces 
you fee him making, — He has juſt dropp'd it, 
and whilſt his friends are buſy about him, Pi 
take the opportunity to catch it. Come, I 
"ave got it; you need not trouble your ſelf 
bout the preamble, only read this elogium. 
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And in an hour bids ſair, 


Unſoug 
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E moderns all, and antients eke, 
W hoſe brows are now ſo bare: 
From you the muſe has tore the bays, 
To give them to Tolvaire, 


Of taſte he is the judge allow'd, 


For all the fame of ages paſt, 


Then cry, God ſave Talvaire. 


In rhime while others ſpend their lives, 
And yet to ſhine deſpair ; | 
be, the muſes all conſpire 


To blefs the great Tolvaire, 


An Engliſhman at London he 
Made wits and poets ſtare ; 
And when in Holland, half the ſtate 
Admired Mynheer Tolvaire. 


In Germany a mighty prince, 

With whom but few compare, 

Was proud to own a dirty brat 
Begotten by Tolvaire. 


Were mighty Tully's ſelf again 
To breathe the vital air, 

He'd own himſelf an arrant dunce 
In Latin, to Tolvaire. 
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With deiſts, and with quakers he 


Diſputes upon the ſquare; 
And circumciſed /Mufti's dread 
The learning of Tofvaire, 


All myſteries profound he knows, 

Both how they lie and where; 

And Newton in philoſophy _ 
Now yields to great Tolvarre. 


© could my muſe. but rhime as his, 


Id ſing a trick ſo rare, 


How wicked Machiavel is made 


A convert by Tolvaixe. 


Tho? truth and honour both are loſt, 
With every thing ſincere, 5 

To find them all, you need but ſearch 
The breaſt of good Tolvaire. 


At Tyburn once ?tis ſaid a bard 


Rhim'd as he ſwung in air, 
But he and all the bards on earth 
Are beat by great Tolvaire. 


What tho? a king may give him gold 

His lines far richer are; 

Then own that monarchs are out-done 
In bounty by Tolvaire. 


Thus 
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Thus I in lofty ſounding rhimes 
And crambo's all in -aire, 
A monument of verſe have rais'd 
To grace the great Tolvaire. 


As TAROT EH not only made me read this 
extraordinary performance, but ſeem'd to take 
a ſingular pleaſure in commenting upon every 
ſtanza of it, and I muſt confeſs I was highly de- 
| lighted in hearing the fatyrical remarks and | 
obſervations of this Devil incarnate 3 but was | 
ſuddenly interrupted by a ſummons that he 
received from below, which he was oblig'd 
immediately to obey, There is, ſays he, no 
tye of friendſhip ſo ſtrict, but that we mult 


break it, when once we are called to our | 


neceſſary ſtations and buſineſs; I am obliged 
by order of my ſuperiors to part from you. 
owever, it is ſome ſatisfaction that I leave 
vou in a country ſo near your own, It is poi- | 
fible that I may be recall'd from my exile, if | 
I ſucceed in tha commiſſions I am charg'd with 
ſo that I can't promiſe ever to ſee you mor | 
As he ſpoke this, he diſappear'd and left mne 
a ſurpriſe natural to people who meet with w ] 
they do not expect or look for, 
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